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Keligious Communications. 


For the Christian Spectator. 
On using the world as not abusing it. 


MAN sustains a most important re- 
lation to this world, and the use which 
he makes of it, decides his present 
and future well-being. The influence 
of the world is felt not merely in our 
sufferings and enjoyments as sensitive 
beings, but in the formation of our 
character, as beings who are destined 
soon to leave our present state,and en- 
ier one of eternal retribution. It be- 
comes thena point of enquiry, well 
worthy of examination, what is the 
true and proper use to be made of this 
world ; how are the duties of religion 
and the business of the world to be 
united and to be made alike subservi- 
ent to our spiritual, our highest inter- 
ests. 

The subject becomes still more im- 
portant if we reflect, that the opinion 
is not uncommon, and the practical 
estimate still more frequent, that the 
duties which arise out of man’s con- 
dition in this world, are incompatible 


with that spiritual frame of mind,” 


which the Scriptures constantly in- 
culcate. There are those who plead 
for a species of indifference to this 
world, and a kind of sublimated de- 
votion, which are not only inconsis- 
tent with the active business of life, 
and with a lawful measure of world- 
ly enjoyment, but with usefulness to 
their fellow creatures. ‘The propen- 
sity, however, of most men, is not to 
go to excess, in obeying those pre- 
cepts of the gospel, which require 
abstraction from the world. ‘To en- 
feeble the obligation of Christian self- 
denial, and to extend the limits of 
self-indulgence, we are told ef a thou- 


sand things, which are lawful, which 
are proper, which are necessary ; 
that there are duties pertaining to this 
world, that the constitution of the 
world evidently demands a high de- 
gree of solicitude and toil in its con- 
cerns, In order to fulfil the duties of 
life, and that we are not so to under- 
value the things of this world, uor to 
be so absorbed with those of another 
as to disquality us for the enjoyments 
to be found in our present state of 
existence. 

Which of these two classes is iv the 
right, it might be difficult to decide 
were we to concede to them their own 
premises. For if the duties of man 
which result from his relation to this 
world, are incompatible with those 
which arise from his character as anac- 
countable and an immortal being,cack 
opinion, it would seem has a warrant, 
and between the different courses 
proposed, we are fairly at liberty to 
take our own choice. But it is not 
difficult to shew, that the opinion 
which assumes, that religion is in- 
compatible with the duties and busi- 
ness of the present state, is founded 
onan utter misapprehension of the 
nature either of true religion or of the 
proper business of the world. 

True religion may be said to con- 
sist in habitual obedience to the com- 
prehensive precept “ whether, ibere- 
fore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
His own glory, is the end of all the 
works of God and the only end wor- 
thy of himself. That end which is 
worthy of God, surely becomes every 
other being, who is capable of mak- 
ing it the end of Ais actions. ‘This 
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end, man, as an accountable creature, 
is qualified to propose to himself and 
to accomplish. ‘There is nothing in 
his faculties, nothing in the nature of 
the world that surrounds him, noth- 
ing in the structure of his physical 
constitution, which necessarily inter- 
feres with rendering the world in the 
use he makes of it, subservient to this 
exalted end of his creation. ‘The end 
therefore, for which man is to live, is 
the glory of God. This law is of 
universal obligation throughout the 
intelligent kingdom of Jehovah. 

‘The way or manner in which the 
end is to be accomplished by the vol- 
untary subjects of that kingdom, va- 
ries according to the different circum- 
stances in which they are placed.— 
th heaven, this end is pre-eminently 
accomplished by direct acts of wor- 
ship, and by the affections and the de- 
lights which are inseparable from such 
employments in the unveiled presence 
of God. On earth too, the method of 
honouring God by direct acts of wor- 
ship and their appropriate emotions 
and joys, is not denied to man, but 
made his privilege and his duty. 

As a constituent part of the same 
creat end, man is to propose to him- 
self, his own present and eternal well- 
heing, and that of his fellow meu.— 
To aim at the glory of God as the 
altimate end of all our actions, in- 
volves the loss of no real good, either 
to ourselves or to our fellow crea- 
tures. God, in his wisdom and good- 
ness, has not only required us to glo- 
vify him, but has established a perfect 
coincidence between that end, and 
our own best good. Amid all the 
varying scenes and duties of life, the 
alternative can never arise, when one 
real interest of man, must be sacrific- 
ed to the divine glory, or one particle 
of that glory, to the real interest of 
mau. ‘The anthem sung by the 
heavenly hosts, when the Saviour 
was born, may be repeated, till time 
shall be no longer, “ glory to God in 
the highest, peace on earth and good 
will to men.” 

The rule by which this great ead 
is to be promoted, is contained in the 
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laws and precepts which God has giv- 
enus in his word. Had man been 
competent to decide on each specific 
act or course of action by which God 
would be most honoured, he had been 
safely left to pursue this end in con- 
formity with his own judgment. But 
it must be obvious, on a little reflec- 
tion, how much embarrassment, and 
perplexity, and errour, would have 
attended the decision of the endless 
diversity of questions, which in 
that case would have arisen — 
From these evils, God has gra- 
ciously exempted us, by giving te 
us his laws and precepts, as the guide 
of our conduct. Omniscience has 
decided for us. Under such guidance 
we may walk in a sure and safe path 
to the great end for which God has 
given us an accountable and immor- 
tal existence. 

Such being the nature of real reli- 
gion, we are led to enquire, whether 
its habitual power, and its practical 
ascendency are incompatible with 
the true business of the world, or 
with any of the duties which arise 
from our present condition. *An in- 
spired Apostle has taught us to use 
this world as not abusing it. To 
abuse the world, is to turn it from a 
good to a bad purpose. None will 
doubt that the world formed by infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness, Is capable 
of answering a good end to the crea- 
tures for whose habitation and benefit 
it was made. If then, we can ascertain 
how that end may be defeated on the 
one hand, and how secured on the 
other, we Shall also ascertain what 
it is to use the world as not abusing 
it, and whether the true use of the 
world is at all inconsistent with the 
duties of religion. 

1. Weare not to regard this world 
as of no value to our happiness, but 
duly to appreciate it as the means of 
present good. ‘* There is nothing 
better for a man than that he should 
eat and drink and that he should 
make his soul enjoy good in his la- 
bour.”” * Every creature of God is 
good, and nothing to be refused, if it 
be reccived with thanksgiving.’ The 
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world then which God has appointed 
us to inhabit, is not to be regarded 
with absolute aversion, nor even with 
indifference. If we use the world as 
of no worth, we virtually declare its 
insufficiency to administer to our pres- 
ent comfort, we contemn its bles- 
sings, we impeach the goodness of 
our Maker. ‘The bounties of heaven 
that are scattered around us to be en- 
joyed, are despised ; every emotion of 
gratitude for them to our divine Bene- 
factor is stifled, and the very means of 
supporting our bodies while employ- 
ed in the duties of religion, are neg- 
lected. ‘This use of the world is a 
palpable abuse of it, and no less pal- 
pably inconsistent with the claims of 
that religion which we have describ- 
ed. That religion which teaches us 
to make the glory of God the end of 
all our actions, requires also that we 
seek our own and our neighbours 
well being, as well as honour God by 
acts of praise and thanksgiving.— 
Some degree of worldly enjoyment 
therefore,. as inseparable from the 
subsistence of man, so far from being 
incompatible with that religion, is in- 
dispensable to its existence. These 
blessings, are given tous as the means 
of furnishing us with strength and ac- 
tivity, in the performance of personal 
and relative duties; of exhibiting to 
us the perfections of the invisible 
Creator, of exciting our lively grati- 
tude to that unwearied Benefactor 
who provides so liberally for our 
comfort and our happiness, and in 
this way to prepare us for the song 
eternal; and thus we see a di- 
vine harmony between using the 
world as not abusing it, and the du- 
ies of that religion which the gospel 
inculcates. 

2. If we would use this world as 
not abusing it, we must not regard it 
as the means of perfect happiness.— 
A single glance at the structure of 
the souls and atthe nature of the 
world, forces the conviction on every 
mind, that the world cannot make 
man happy. The amount of good 
which it can afford, much as it ex- 
ceeds what we have reasoa to expect, 
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yet compared with that of which the 
soul is capable, is justly denominated 
vanity and vexation of spirit. -Under 
what a lamentable practical mistake, 
then, are a great majority of men! 
In youth, in manhood, in old age, 
happiness from the world is the great 
object of pursuit. Though it perpet- 
ually eludes the grasp, yet disap- 
pointment only serves to renew the 
ardour of pursuit, or to change the 
path of search; never persuades to 
abandon the object. Now is this use 
of the world conformed to the true 
design of him that made it for man ? 
Ifthe whole world were gained, would 
the object aimed at, be secured 
Would present happiness be enjoy- 
ed? Is not God the only satisfying 
portion of the soul? Is net mana 
pilgiim on earth, and in the midst of 
his journey; and does either his 
present or his future happiness re- 
quire that he look for his home, his 
rest, his complete enjoyment, while 
on his way to eternity ? Surely he is 
not subserving the end of his present 
condition, by using this world to sat- 
isfy the desires of that spirit which 
pants for immortality, and which can 
be satisfied only with the fulness of 
God. Reason tells us, that the good 
things of our earthly pilgrimage are 
given as mere refreshments by the 
way, to cheer our progress and ani- 
mate our steps toward our Father’s 
house; while the experience of six 
thousand years, decides, that to fix 


‘the heart on this world as our portion, 


is to tread the path of disappoint- 
ment, of anxiety, of sorrow, of sin 
and of ruin. What then is there in 
the true and proper use of this world 
that is inconsistent with the demands 
of religion ? Is the religion, which re- 
quires us to estimate this world ac- 
cording to its true value in comparison 
with another, which would awaken 
us from the wretched dream, that te 
feed on ashes is the perfection of our 
immortal nature, which would check 
us in the pursuit of empty visions, 
which surrounds us with the substan- 
tial realities of eternity, and which 


directs us to fix the desires of the 
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soul on the only object that can fill 
and satisfy them, is such a religion 
an eneinyto human happiness ? Does 
it bring disorder into the affections of 
the soul or defeat the end of our be- 
ing, or does it prescribe to us that 
very estimate of the world, and that 
very use of it, which will alike con- 
tribute to our happiness here and 
hereafter ¢ If then we would not per- 
vert the world by direct and palpable 
abuse, if we would use it for the end 
designed by the Creator, let us yield 
implicitly to the authority of that re- 
ligion, whose demands conform so 
exactly w th the real good of man. 

3. Anuovher remark closely allied 
with the tormer, is that if we would 
use this world as not abusing it, we 
must not make it the occasion of ex- 
citing or gratifying our animal appe- 
tites or selfish passions. ‘That the 
true and proper use of the world is not 
to pamper the body with food, or 
drink, or other sensual indulgence, is 
obvious in its effects on the present 
well being of man. Contemplate the 
drunkard, wasting by the poison that 
he loves ; listen to the oaths and blas- 
phemies he utters, and mark the 
crimes he perpetrates. Follow him 
to his home, witness his broken heart- 
ed wife, and his starving children, 
see them terrified by his fury, or 
overwhelmed in anguish by his vices, 
behold his bloated visage, his trem- 
bling hands, his enfeebled frame ; 
see his remorse and conscious degra- 
dation in the moments of sobriety, or 
what is more common, his restless- 
ness to repeat his brutal indulg nce ; 
consider thus minutely any course of 
sensual indulgence, and say, is this to 
us. the world as not abusing it r Con- 
sider these things again, and say, ts 
the religion which proscribes intem- 
perate indulgence, incompatible with 
that use of the world, which reason 
approves ? Surely he who was form- 
ed to be the companion of angels, is 
not doomed so to use the world in 
which he is placed, as to sink him- 
self below the beasts that perish. 

Similar remarks apply to the self- 
ish passions of man. Anger, revenge. 
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discontent, envy, pride, aud avarice, 
are the appropriate operations of a 
selfish spirit, as that spirit is excited 
and put in action by the world.— 
Counteract that influence of the 
world which excites the spirit of self- 
ishness, and none of these passions 
would invade the breast of man. 
That the indulgence of these pas- 
sions are necessary to the present 
well being of man, in any condition 
in which he can be placed, none will 
affirm. Will anger make him hap- 
py? Will discontent or fretfulness, 
or an open contest with God under 
adverse events, make him happy? 
Will pride, or envy, or revenge, make 
him happy? Will avarice which 
hoards or desires useless wealth, 
make him happy? Will any one, or 
all of these selfish passions as contin- 
ual or occasional inmates of the bo- 
som of man, secure * the soul’s calm 
sunshine ?” Every one’s own heart 
tells him, that the real sacrifice is not 
to renounce these tempers, but to 
cherish them, that to use the world as 
the occasion of their excitement is to 
abuse it, and that in all the diversifi- 
ed conditions of man, there is no way 
of deriving an equal measure of en- 
joyment from the world as by culti- 
vating meekness, humility, forgive- 
ness, submission, compassion, benev- 
olence. What then, in this depart- 
ment of life, are the requisitions of 
true religion ? Are we ill-treated by 
our fellow men, we are to think of 
the bright example of him, who when 
he reviled, reviled not again; and 
are to render good for evil, blessing 
for cursing. Ave we called to endure 
adversity and affliction, we are to re- 
flect on the vanity of the world, re- 
minded that all that befalls us is of 
God’s appointment, summoned to a 
cheerful submisston to his will, made 
to reflect that we need correction, and 
urged to profit by the strokes of our 
heavenly Father’s hand. Are we 
blessed with prosperity, we are to 
check our expectations from it, to 
consider of how little consequence is 
all earthly good, to euard against its 
nower on our hearts, to awaken grat- 
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itude to our divine Benefactor, and 
to be quickened in pursuit of that 
higher and nobler good, which is 
secured by the covenant of his prom- 
ise. Are we applauded and caressed 
by the world, we must see to if, 
chat we are not overcome by this 
most dangerous temptation, and cher- 
ish a higher regard for the favour of 
God than for the honour that cometh 
from man. Do we possess wealth, 
talents, influence, or other means of 
doing good in this world of sin and 
suffering, we are taught that these are 
entrusted to us by that God whose 
stewards we are, to be used for the glo- 
ry of him who has said, “ occupy till I 
come ;” that we are not to bury one 
talent, lest we incur the doom of that 
servant, who ventured on the awful 
experiment; that neither pride nor 
avarice nor sensuality, are to measure 
our beneficence, nor appropriate our 
possessions; that we are not to amass 
useless wealth, for posthumous dis- 
tinction, or as the means of indul- 
gence and ostentation to our children, 
that we are to open our hand wide tu 
the poor, to be rich in good works, 
willing to distribute, ready to com- 
municate, and that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. These in- 
stances are sufficient to shew, what 
are the demands of Christianity, in 
all the conditions in which men are pla- 
ced in the world, and to enable us to de- 
cide whether its claims come into com- 
petition, with any real interest which 
the world creates. 
that if we can be satisfied to use the 
world as not abusing it, to use it in 
such a manner as to derive from it 
under every condition of life, the 
highest measure of good which it can 
afford, we shall instead of finding our 
path crossed by the requisitions of 
religion, find ourselves walking in the 
very path which God has marked out 
ior us. 

4. It is to be enquired how far the 
necessary business of the world is 
compatible with the devotional duties 
of religion. ‘That much care and la- 
bour are necessary to provide for the 
comfortable supply of our own wants, 
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They shew us ° 
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and of the wants of those who are de- 
pendant upon us, cannot be rational- 
ly denied. 

Tosay nothing then, of the incongru- 
ity of supposing that God should re- 
quire a portion of time to be allotted to 
prayer and other exercises of devo- 
tion, and that he should place us in a 
world, where our own comfortable 
subsistence, necessarily prevents obe- 
dience to his requirements ; the point 
of enquiry now is, whether a true 
and proper use of the world, neces- 
sarily occupies the whole of our pro- 
bation. If the only proper use of 
the world, is to pursue with insa- 
tiable eagerness, its honours and its 
riches, to despise a Jow situation 
though amply comfortable, and to 
grasp at all the possessions that the 
utmost effort can accumulate, then 
indeed man has no time for religion. 
But to justify such a use of the world 
the plea of necessity cannot be made. 
Indeed reason and experience both 
decide that a moderate indulgence of 
the good things of this life, is the part 
of true wisdom. To sit loose to the 
world in our affections, is the surest 
way to derive from it the highest 
measure of good. All beyond is the 
vexation of care, and the torment of 
anxiety: and having food and rai- 
ment, and the ordinary portion of 
other worldly comforts, we have not 
only reason for contentment, but for 
gratitude. 


‘¢ Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long.” 


It becomes every one who pleads 
the press of occupation, the calls of 
business, and the cares of life, to en- 
quire, why his time is thus engrossed. 
Is it a matter of absolute necessity ? 
If not, it isa matter of choice without 
necessity; and what right has any 
man to involve himself in a multipli- 
city of useless cares, to bind around 
him the chains of incessant occnpa- 
tion, and plead that he cannot exempt 
himself from the bondage, which nei- 
ther God nor nature has created >— 
Let him farther enquire, does he find 
no time for unnecessary relaxation or 
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amusement? Let him ask how many 
of his precious moments are actually 
devoted unnecessarily to sleep, to 


sloth, to the gaieties and pleasures of 


life? Let him ask what is the result 
of his entire absorption in the busi- 
ness of the world? Is it barely a 
competent and comfortable liveli- 
hood? Is it not wealth, more than 
enough for the supply of every rea- 
sonable want? Can he shew this re- 
sult of his occupied hours and days, 
as that which dire necessity obliged 
him to secure? Can the eye of rea- 
son, can the eye of God be imposed 
upon by the display of useless treas- 
ures, as proof that no time has been 
wasted ? And to place the enquiry on 
its true ground, does he honestly be- 
lieve that he has a real desire for the 
duties of devotion ? Is he weli satis- 
fied, had ample time been furnished, 
that he should have found himself at- 
tracted to communion with God by 
prayer and devout reading and medi- 
tation? Would it not even then have 
been a tasteless occupation; and af- 
ter all, is not the real reason that he 
has found no time for devotional ex- 
ercises, that he wished to find none ? 
Surely in all these cases, (and it is 
believed that none can be found, 
which are not virtually comprised in 
them,) the plea of necessity drawn 
from the occupations of life must be 
utterly unavailing. No man who 
kuows what it is to use this world as 
not abusing it, can say without a 
blush, that he has no time tor Inter- 
course with his God. 

It might be shewun indeed, that as 
dependant on the divine bounty for 
every degree of wordly prosperity, 
we can devote no portion of our time 
io the object with better advantage, 
than to thank him for the past suc- 
cess With which le may have crown- 
ed our efiorts; and to suppheate tis 
cuidance aud his blessing on our fu- 
ture toils. He is the being whose 
soodness | agih “ns out the brittle 
thread of if *, and draws around us 
ircle Pa a : he is the be- 
ing Whom we have oliended, and 
Whose merev we nced: he is the be- 


ing without whose care, we sink to 
hopeless perdition, without whose 
promise, our hopes for eternity van- 
ish in empty dreams; without whose 
power creation dies. How prepos- 
terous, how impious then the plea, 
that the cares and business of time, 
leave no moments to devote to the 
great purpose of learning his will and 
of seeking his mercy and his grace. 
Finally, it only remains to enquire, 
whether the necessary business of the 
world, can be pursued under the con- 
stant influence and control of reli- 
gious principle. It is easy to see how 
a direct reference should be had to 
the will and glory of God, in acts of 
religious worship, but how this can 
be the constant state of the mind, in 
the ordinary and necessary business 
of the world, is of more difficult ap- 
prehension. The compatibility of 
religious principle with the ordinary 
business of the world, as that business 
is actually pursued by the great body 
of mankind, may be doubted. If the 
business in which we are engaged be 
unlawitul in itself, if it be pursued by 
unlawful means, if the loose maxims 
of trade which are prevalent, and 
which are real maxims of dishonesty, 
are adopted; if our object be to 
overreach by falsehood, or decoy by 
deception; if we are aiming to se- 
cure a large portion on earth as our 
highest good, and using every advan- 
tage in our power to reach the object 
of our desires, then it must be con- 
fessed, that our business is utterly in- 
compatible with the purity and domin- 
ion of religious principle. But if we 
are willing in the business of life, to use 
the world as not abusing it, if we 
ure willing to pursue a lawful calling 
by lawful means ; if we are as willing 
> be governed by the principles, as 
to pe - the reputation of strict hen- 
esty; ii we are willing to limit our 
desires, to be moderate in our pur- 
suit of the world, then why may we 
not yield ourselves to the influence 
of holy motives ? There are not a 
few who must labour for a subsistence 
and who must, for this purpose, de- 
vote by far the greater portion of their 
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time to worldly concerns. Nota few 
submit to their lot as a mere matter of 
necessity, and go through with a daily 
course of honest toil, from no higher 
motives than to supply their wants, to 
procure the humble comforts of life, or 
io improve their earthly condition. 
Why may not asimilar course be pur- 
sued from higher and purer motives 
If God has made it not only a matter of 
necessity but of duty, that we should 
be diligent in business, then surely 
when occupied in that business, we 
may serve and glorify him. As saints 
and angels in heaven, by the circum- 
stances of their condition, are called 
to glorify God in songs of adoration 
and praise, so too may the husband- 
inan, the mechanic, or the servant 
glerify Ged in his humble and labori- 
ous calling. Each performs in such 
a case the duties of his condition, and 
no less truly does he who keeps in 
view the honour and glory of God 
in the ordinary concerns of life, act 
under the influence of religious prin- 
ciple, than he who unites in the songs 
of heaven. It is not the nature of 
the employment, by which the ques- 
tion whether God may be glorified by 
it, is to be decided, but the fact that he 
has or has not made it our duty. It 
is not that in the business of the 
world we propose to ourselves our 
own well-being as a subordinate 
end, that duty towards God is not per- 
formed ; that we do not propose his 
glory as our ultimate end, and yield 
to it as our governing motive. Let 
the aim, the ultimate object, be some- 
thing bey ond all that sense or worldly 
prudence, or selfish feelings, or natur- 
al affection, would suggest: let there 
be that habitual regard to the will of 
God, which shall leadus inall suitable 
ineasure to practice self-denial, and to 
act as we should not act merely for 
our own gratification; let us propose 
an end above that of worldly men, 
even when the action as distinct from 
the principle might be the same ; let 
us be ever looking to God for support, 
thanking him for success, acting al- 
ways under his eye, as bound to con- 
sult his will, and to promote his elo- 
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ry; then shall we glorify God, not 
only when in the sanctuary, not only 
when we bow our knees before him in 
the closet, but while occupied in the 
common business of life. And is this 
impossible? Does the very nature 
of worldly avocations preclude all 
thoughts of God? Can we keep con- 
stantly on the mind, our own worldly 
interest orreputation, or the wishes 
of an earthly parent or friend, and 
do nothing inconsistent with this 
end of our conduct, and is it utterly 
impossible to regard in like manner 
the glory of our beavenly Father, the 
pleasure of an Almighty Friend P— 
The plea is vain. It is a practicable 
duty, it is a reasonable service that we 
should always move about under a 
controling influence of the will and 
glory of that God who is always with 
us. ‘Thus such an impression, re- 


duced toa settled principle of action, 


would sanctify all our conduct. It 
would set a sacred stamp of moral 
excellence even on the minutest parts 
of human action. In the bold image- 
ry of the Prophet, * holiness would be 
written on the bells of the horses.” 
In the industrious and active business 
of the world, in all the necessary re- 
laxation from its toils, when we eat 
and drink or retire to rest, no less than 
in prayer and praise, all we do would 
flow from the purest and noblest mo- 
tives that move the activity of angels, 
or the energies of God. 

Thus between the true use of this 


world and the holy duties cf religion, 


there is an exact and a divine coin- 
cidence. Say not, reader, to excuse 
your disobedience to the divine re- 
quirements, that propriety authorises 
this, law ulness justifies that, and ne- 
cessity demands another thing, and 
that these are inconsistent with an ha- 
bitual regard to religion; nothing is 
proper, nothing is lawful, nothing is 
necessary, from which religion must 
be, or is actually separated. Noth- 
ing is proper, nothing is lawful, noth- 
ing is necessary, which cannot be 
done, which is not done, to glorify 
God. ‘There are no conflicting claims 
between God and the world, between 
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the well being of man here and _ his 
biessedness hereafter, except what a 
worldly heart creates. Learn the 
true end for which the world was 
made, and the proper manner of using 


it, and cherish a practical estimate of 


its true value, and all will be right. 
You will then go through the world, 
glorifying God in your body and 
spirit which are God’s. You will be 
actuated by the same pure and holy 


principles that prompt the activity of 


those before the throne above, and 
thus prepared willat length, through 
the mercy of God in Christ, be admit- 
ted to their employments and their 


joys. 


Were that view of the use of the 
world which has now been given, 
universally adopted, how greatly 
would it change the pursuits of men. 
Not merely would their employments 
in a great degree be changed, but still 
more their objects. How would it a- 
bate their ardour with respect to things 
now deemed ef the utmost impor- 
tance, and make them earnest in re- 
spect to objects seldom in their 
thoughts. The glory of God and 
with itthe welfare of the soul, would 
engross those thoughts and affections, 
which are now given to the world.— 
{nstead of entering on the business 


of this world without a thought of 


the world to come, every morning 
would witness them prostrate before 
God,to ask of him right principles and 
aright frame of mindto carry them 
through the day. ‘They would enter in- 
to the hosiness and events of the world 
as occasions of trial, in which their 
growth in grace was to be promoted 
Instead of sloth, and idleness and 
worldliness, and fraud, we should find 
au universal activity prompted, by 
pure, and just, and holy principles. 


fustead of the conflicting interests of 


selfishness, which excite and nour- 
ish the worst passions of the heart, 
meekiness, Kindness, and bene ficence 
would pervade and bless every com- 
munity. ifnstead of time wasted in 
gaiety and ostentation, in vain pleas- 
ures and amusements, we should wit- 
ness its cousecration to communion 
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with God, and to the advancement of 
his cause. Instead of talents per- 
verted to increase the guilt and mise- 
ries of men, instead of wealth squan- 
dered in Juxury, or hoarded by ava- 
rice and pride, we should witness their 
application in the relief of temporal ca- 
lamities, aud in the flight of the mes- 
sengers of grace to every heathen land. 
In a word, the anxieties and cares 
and activity of this would centre in 
this one object, the glory of God. 
God would rejoice, man would be 
blessed, and the groans of the curse 
be changed into the voice of praise te 
a reigning God and Saviour. 

Finally, the subject furnishes sol- 
emi cautions against abusing the 
world, and powerful motives, to use 
it in conformity with the designs of 
its Maker. ‘To abuse the world is 
to dishonor God, to forfeit the happi- 
ness of bis presence and favour, and 
to incur his wrath. Consider man as 
accountable to the judge of quick and 
dead ; qualified by his faculties to act 
here on earth in concert with God, 
and all holy beings in advancing 
the divine purposes and glory, and to 
rise hereafter to their society and 
their bliss; placed fora few days in 
this school of discipline and trial, 
where by using the world and the 
things of it, according to their obvi- 
ous design, he becomes restored to 
the image of God and meet for an in- 
heritance in his kingdom 3 passing on 
with the rapid moments of time to 
his final trial, and to unchangable ret- 
ribution, and vet acting as if his pres-~ 
ent state were eternal, and cherish- 
ing no ideas of happiness beyond it; 
laying all his plans to acquire what 
the world can give ; forgetting that he 
cannot secure the accomplishment of 
a single purpose, nor the enjoyments 
of another day ; and thus perverting 
the world from the glorious end for 
which its Maker designed it, to the 
single purpose of present sin and e- 
ternal destruction !—Oh ye who thus 
use the world as abusing it, what esti- 
mate will you form of it when the fash- 
ion thereof shall have passed away ? 
What will you think of that sensual 
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indulgence, that pride and vanity and 
avarice which govern your conduct 
when the light of eternity shall shew 
their results. If there be a tuture 
world, Jet this world be constantly 
used as the place of preparation for 
thei; let this world never be regard- 
ed in any other view than as conuect- 
ed with that which endures through 
eternal ages. So believe in the happi- 
piness there to be enjoyed, as if the 
heavens were opeued and the glories of 
that world beamed upon your sight: 
weigh the fleeting pleasures of the 
present state with the never fad- 
ing joys of that which you may short- 
ly enter. How would such pros- 
pects raise you above the vanities 
that here solicit your pursuit 2 What 
different feelings would they awaken 
under all the troubles and events of 
your earthly existence ? How would 
the soul glow with love to God and 
ardent devotion to his will and_ his 
glory, how would such views purify 
the heart as God, as heaven and its 


joys are pure !—Thus will you use 


this world as not abusing it. ‘Thus 
the world that pollutes, ensnares and 
ruins thousands of your fellow crea- 
tures, shall itself become the occasion 
of your sanctification, by the Spirit 
of all grace; you shall obtain tri- 
umph in death through him that des- 
troyed the power of death, your en- 
trance into eternity shall become the 
era of perfection in the likeness of 
God, and the great end of your being 
and the glory of God be unitedly se- 
cured in vour meetness for heaven, 
and in the participation of its joys. 


TT. W. 


A Sermon, 


JOuN vii. 17.—-/f any man will do 
his will, he shall “now of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself. 


When our Saviour appeared, there 
were many who refused to receive 
him asthe Messiah. ‘The evidence 
by which he sustained his claim was 
ample. His miracles were unques- 
tionable and frequent, and in all 
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things ‘the Son of man went as it was 
written of him.” Why then did not 
the Jews believe on him? Because 
his character and his doctrines were 
such as did violence to their precon- 
ceived opinions. and arrayed against 
him the enmity of their hearts. “ His 
kingdom he declares is not of this 
world, how then shall he give freedom 
to our nation and exalt us to univer- 
sal empire’ It consists not, he gives 
us to understand, in meat and drink, 
but in righteousness and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost ; all figurative 
expressions which we ‘cannot under- 
stand. He calls upon us to repent 
of our sins, upon pain of God’s eter- 
nal displeasure, and to believe on him 
upon peril of perdition. He claims 
to be greater than Moses, and an- 
nounces a dispensation which shall 
supersede his ritual, and introduce a 
mode of worship, which in every 
place and nation may be offered ac- 
ceptably by such only as worship 
God in spirit and intruth. He has 
declared himself to be older than 
Abraham, and equal with God, and 
when we took up stones to stone 
him, instead of retracting his blas- 
phemy, he attempted to justify it. 
No evidence can prove to us that 
such an one is the Messiah. His 
doctrines are mystical, uncharitable, 
absurd, and blasphemous. We kuow 
that God spake to Moses, but as for 
this fellow we know not whence he 
is.” 

They assumed the principle that 
the solution of all difficulties, which 
may appertain to a subject, ts indis- 
pensable to the validity of evidence 
in that particular case; that no doc- 
trine which cannot by its own inher- 
ent light place itself beyond the 
reach of mystery, or the embarrass- 
ment of difficulty, can be substantia- 
ted by evidence. In other words, 
that external evidence is unavailing 
until the light of internal evidence 
has rendered it superfluous, A prin- 
ciple as adverse to philosophy as to 
religion, and which adopied, would 
seud the nations back to a barbartan 


superstition, to believe, in defiance of 
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evidence, things absurd and mon- 
strous. Still, as in the case of the 
Jews, difficulties unsolved, would in 


their consequence become unbelief 


and ruin, Jesus was willing to lay 
open before them a plainer and short- 
er course to knowledge. He there- 
fore declared that the blindness which 
had happened to them, was _ the 
blindness of their heart; that what in 
him and his doctrine seemed unrea- 
sonable, arose in fact from a criminal 
state of feeling inthem. He _ there- 
fore made the proclamation, “ If any 
man entertains doubts concerning my 
character or doctrine, let him do the 
will of my father, and his doubts 
shall be dispelled, and he shall know 
whether my claims and doctrine are 
of God, or whether I speak of my- 
self.” 

it is proposed to consider in this 
discourse, the condition, the extent, 
and the certainty of this gracious 
promise of our Saviour. 

1. The condition is “ If any man 
will do the will of God.” 

By the will of God is to be under- 
stood, his revealed will, particularly 
the moral law, contained in the ten 
commandments, and summarily in 
these two, ‘thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbour as thyself;’? and yet more 
summarily in that Jove which is the 
generic principle of all obedience, 
and which, encluding its nature, and 
certain consequences, is the fulfilling 
of the law. The condition of the 
promise then is; “If any man will 
love supremely the Lord his God, he 
shall know concerning my doctrine, 
whether it be true or false.” 

It. To what extent is the promise 
to be understood ¢ 

Shall knowledge as the conse- 
quence of love, be instantaneous, and 
without study and mental effort? 
Shall it be universal, rendering prog- 
ress and difficulties alike impossible + 
And shall it be minutely infallible to 
the exclusion of errour in the least de- 
gree? None of these. It is not the 
purpose of God by his aid to release 
our faculties from their appropriate 


employment. Every thing valuable 
demands effort as the condition of 
attaiment. ‘Those who would 
understand the Scriptures theretore, 
must “ search them,” and have 
“their wnderstandings exercised by 
reason of use.” Nor are we liable tu 
exhaust the subject of divine knowl- 
edge, so as literally to “know all 
things ,” nor shall we conduct our 
inquiries under the influence of such 
perfect love while on earth, as to pre- 
clude mistake in any respect. ‘The 
promise is not made to the first exer- 
cise of holy love, irrespective of what 
may follow, but to a continuance in 
doing the willof God. Nor does the 
promise guarantee this continuance. 
It only shows where our salety lies, 
and assures us of knowledge in pro- 
portion as we diligently seek it, under 
the influence of a right state of heart ; 
that if our heart be perfect, our know- 
ledge shall be perfect. 

Iii. How does it appear that if ev- 
ery man will love supremely the 
Lord his God, he shall be able to 
know the truth? 

A revelation was given to man for 
the purpose of being understood, and 
it is not to be alleged or admitted that 
God has performed his work defec- 
tively, so that where there is a right 
state of heart, and a faithful inquiry, 
the truth cannot be known. 

Supreme love to God, includes 
an earnest desire of knowing his will, 
which will preduce the requisite in- 
vesiigation. It is a filial affection 
which prompts to the inquiry * Lord 
what wilt thou have me to do,” and 
which keeps awake the exploring eye 
to read and understand the Scriptures. 
It will secure also the exercise of can- 
dour and common sense in the inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures. He who 
is summoned to receive a doctrine as 
revealed, which he hates, is not like- 
lv to be a candid expositor of the bi- 
ble. Ife will be liable to explore the 
the inspired passage, not to ascertain 
its obvious meaning, but to discover 
some way of escape fromit. A man 
who is in reality honest, finds little 
difficulty in his dealings, in deciding in 
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each case what is right; but the man 
who at heart is dishonest, and yet de- 
sires to maintain the reputation of 
honesty, is always environed by 
doubts because he has not, like the 
honest man, a plain path before him. 
In like manner, he whose heart is al- 
ienated from God, and opposed to the 
truth, calls to his aid, difficulties and 
doubts, that he may be released from 
the necessity of coming to the light. 

To these considerations it may be 
added, that those who do the will of 
God, have in many points of doctrine, 
an experimental knowledge, which is 
absolute certainty. Having compar- 
ed their hearts with the law of God, 
they Anozw that by nature they are as 
the Scriptures testify,without goodness 
and full of evil. They Anow that 
they perceive in the Son, the same 
divine exceilence, which they per- 
ceive in the Father ; and that they 
experience the same joy and peace in 
confiding in him, which they experi- 
ence in confiding in the Father.— 
They know that in their own obedi- 
ence, there is such a relative defect, 
that upon no principles of law can 
they be justified, on account of their 
obedience or repentance; and that if 
pardon is possible, it must be obtain- 
ed on other conditions than works of 
righteousness which they have done. 

Those who do the will of God, 
know that a great change has been 
accomplished in their affections by a 
supernatural influence. ‘They have 
as perfect knowledge, that a change 
in this respect has taken place, as a 
man who was born blind, had of the 
change, when he testified, ‘‘ Where- 
as I was blind, now I see,” and from 
past ineffectual effort to feel as they 
now do, in connection with the decla 
rations of Scripture on this subject, 
they have as perfect evidence of su- 
pernatural aid, as the blind man had 
in the case of restored vision. 

It accords with the promises of 
God also that they who do his will 
shall know the truth. The text does 
not stand alone. Then shall we 
know if we follow on to know the 
lord.* The meck will he guide in 


~ Hosen. vi. 2. 
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judgment and the meek will he teach 


his way. What man is he that fear- 
eth the Lord, him shall he teach in the 
way that he shall choose.* ‘These 
things have I written unto you cen- 
cerning them that seduce you, but the 
anointing which ye have received of 
him, abideth in you, and ve need not 
that any man teach you; but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of all 
things and is truth, and is no lie and 
even as it has taught you, ye shall a- 
bide in him.7 

Then said Jesus to those Jews 
which believed on him, if ye continue 
in my word then are ye my disciples 
indeed and ye shall Anow the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free. 

It follows from what has been said : 

1. That the irreligious and immor- 
al, are never candid inquirers after 
truth. | 

Often they are at open war with 
revelation, and obviously because rev- 


elation is at war with them. Or if 


they render to the book a nomiual cre- 
dence, it is only that under the guise 
of reverence, they may carry through 
its pages a war of extermination a- 
gainst all its peculiar doctrines.— 
These “ do not the will of God,” and 
in forming a judgment concerning the 
doctrines which he has revealed, they 
are convicts judging in their own 


cause. No wonder that the God of 


the bible wears to their apprehension 
a character which they find it conven- 
ient to “ change.” No wonder that 
the doctrines of the bible, appear un- 
reasonable and unamiable; and no 
wonder, when kind hearted friends 
have obliterated from the sacred page 
its spiritual requisitions, and its de- 
nunciations of ** wrath to come,” that 
the hostility of the flagitious and the 
infidel is allayed. Finding as they 
think inthe rectified page, a charter- 
ed impunity in sin, they begin to doubt 
whether the bible may not be true. 
Are any who read this discourse 
the subjects of such conversion, let 


* Psalm, xxv. 9 and 12. 
{ 1. John, ii. 26, 27. 


! John viii. 31, 32; see also, John xiv. 
15, 16, 17 and 26: Isaiah liv. 13: Jobn x. 
4ands 


“ager PES: x 


Fae gee ES 


= 


ter 


=. 





16 A Sermon on John vii. 17. [ JAN. 


them remember that Jesus Christ has 
pronounced the convert to a false re- 
jigion, sevenfold more the child of 
hell than he was before. Not of ne. 
cessity more immoral or more irreli- 
gious, but more profoundly and 
hopelessly deceived. Repent and 
break off your sins by righteousness, 

and then your temptation to change 
the truth of God into a Jie will cease, 

and then too you shall know the 
truth, and the truth shal! make you 
free. In no other way can you suc- 
ceed to quiet your fears. The bible 
is too evidently the word of God, 
and too full of wrath, revealed against 
all ungodliness of men, to consist with 
quietness of mind while you live in 
sin. Your consciences condemn you, 
and like the troubled sea when it can- 
not rest, you find no peace. Cease 
then from your vain expedients to 
reconcile sinning with peace of con- 
science, and try a more excellent 
Way. 

The mode proposed by our Sa- 
viour of removing doubts, and giving 
efficacy to evidence, is peculiarly a- 
dapted to the necessities of men ofa 
philosophical and speculative turn of 
mind. 

These are they who as described 
by the Apostle as ever learning, and 
never able tocome to the knowledge 
of the truth. They are anxious and 
indefatigable. ‘They read much, and 
converse often, 

— and reason high 

Of Providence, foreknowledge, will and 
fate, 

Fix’d fate, free-will, fore-knowledge abso- 
lute, 

And find no end in wandering mazes lost. 





The reason is, the malady is in 
their hearts; and no application to 
the understanding can reach it. ‘They 
say and they think that they are wil- 
ling tobe convinced. But then they 
must see the evidence and have their 
objections answered. Do any such 
read this discourse, let them adopt 
the prescription of their Saviour, 


‘and do the will of God, and the light 


of truth shall break upon their bewil- 
dered minds, as the morning when 





the sun ariseth, even a morning with- 
out clouds. Reject this expedient, 
and probably you will never become 
established in your faith, until the 
licht of eternity shall dispel your 
doubts, and compel you to know the 
truth. ‘The intellect of Gabriel would 
not suffice to counteract the prevail- 
ing influence ofan unholy heart; while 
the intellect of a child associated with 
rectitude of heart, will enabie us to 
understand the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel. Listen then, ye disputers of this 
world to the voice of merey, which 
speaks to you frombeaven. Where- 
fore do you spend your money for 
that which is not bread, and your la- 
bour for that which satisfieth not. In- 
cline your ear and come unto me; 
hear and your souls shall live. 

The subject we have discussed 
may set at rest the hearts of those 
who are anxious about the ignorant 
and the poor. We have certainly 
intelligence, and leisure, and means 
of knowledge which they do not pos- 
sess 3 and yet we find our minds per- 
plexed with difficulties and doubts. 
How then can the multitude ascer- 
tain what is true? By adopting the 
method proposed by the Saviour ; by 
doing the will of God. 
this class of men have made the ex- 
periment, and are walking in the 
light of his countenance, while you 
who pity them are groping in dark- 
ness. Their love to God has render- 
ed the doctrines of the bible plain, 
its precepts reasonable, and obedi- 
ence delightful. They need not the 
aid of learned critics to help them to 
misunderstand the sacred book. En- 
vironed as the bible may seem to be 
with difficulties, the pvoor have the 
gospel preached to them, and become 
rich in faith, and heirs of a kingdom. 

4. The expedient proposed by our 
Saviour to gain doctrinal knowledge, 
will leave without excuse the igno- 
rance of those who complain that 
they have not time for the investiga- 
tion of truth. It belongs, they sup- 

se, to the ministers of Christ to un- 
derstand such matters, and if any 
others have leisure, it may be well to 
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attend to the subject ; but as for them 
ihey have more urgent matters to at- 
tend to, which cannet be neglected. 

Unhappy men, you are placed then, 
it would seem, in a condition of una- 
voidable ignorance, and are obliged to 
20 blindfold out of time into eternity, 
not knowing whether you shall open 
your eyes in heaven or in hell. How 
hard is your lot, doomed as you are, 
merely for the blessings of the life 
that now is, to risque the welfare of 
your souls for ever. But behold I 
bring you glad tidings. A very litile 
tuition of the heart will avail more 
than years of study and intellectual 
speculation. Do the will of God, 
and you shall be rescued from the 
danger of perdition, and know and en- 
joy the doctrines of the gospel. You 
shali come out of darkness into mar- 
vellous light, aud learn the happy art 
of reconciling diligence in business, 
with fervency of spirit in the service 
of God. 

Those who complain that there 
are so many different opinions upon 
the subject of religion, that they know 
not, and cannot know what to be- 
lieve, may fiad relief in complying 
with this direction of Jesus Christ. 

There are none who can deny that 
God requires you to love him. Do 
this then, and. you shall know amid 
the conflicting opinions of men, the 
true doctrine of the bible. Your path 
shall be like that of the just, shining 
more and more, to the perfect day. 
Your love shall constitute a golden 
thread, leading you through all the 
labyrinths of errour, in the right way; 
an anchor ever holding you sure and 
steadfast amid winds and floods 
until you enter the haven where 
the wicked cease from trovbling, and 
the weary are at rest. 

6. Are there any who have read 


this discourse, who are in the habit of 


despising the ‘ebligation of maintain- 
ing correct opinions, and denying the 
criminality of errour ; dealing out the 
ilippant argument, ¢ that men can no 
more think alike, than they can look 
alike?” All your positions are false. 

God has revealed truths to be believ- 
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ed, as well as duties to be done; and 
there are damnable heresies, as well 
as immoralities ; and though it is not 
possible for all men to look alike, it 
is possible for all who possess the bi- 
ble, substantially to think alike; and 
it is easily accomplished. Let their 
hearts be united in doing the will of 
God, and their understanding will be 
harmonious, with respect to the doc- 
trines of his word. 

7- Do any read this discourse 


_who have enjoyed the blessings of a 


religious education, who by the sug- 
gestions of others, or of their own 
hearts, have become unsettled in 
their religious opinions ; and are you 
open to conviction, and sincere and 
honest in your inquiries after truth, 
and ready to say in your heart, what 
more can we do? And if, after all, 
we should err, will it not be a mis- 
take so honest and sincere, that God 
will be too just to punish it ? 

Take heed that ye be not decciv- 
ed. “The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked. You 
are judges too in your own cause, 
and your verdict is on the side of 
your acquittal from a crime, and now 
what authority have you for the con- 
clusion to which you have come ? Is 
it inclination that speaks, or philoso- 
phy, orthe bible? ‘Turn to the chap- 
ter and the verse of the word of God, 
which gives a dispensation to those 
who sincerely and honestly reject the 
fundamental doctrines of the gospel. 


‘Such a case, [ apprehend, has never 


demanded the attention of the High- 
Court of heaven, for it must bring 
home to the Majesty on_ high, the 
charge of imbecility in making a rev- 
elation unintelligible to honest and 
sincere subjects ; or the charge of in- 
justice in requiring impossibilities.— 
Are you sure that in the day of judg- 
ment it may not be disclosed, that an 
evil heart darkened your understand- 
ing and perverted its decisions -— 
‘There is one way to decide whether 
you have been, as you suppose, sin- 
cere and honest in your inquiries af- 
ter truth. If you have availed your- 


selves faithfully of all the means of 
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knowledge in your power, this would 
carry the appearance at least of sin- 
cerity. Butif you have neglected the 
means of knowing the truth, which, 
of all others, are the most direct and 
simple, and which beside are abso- 
lutely infallible, how can you justify 
yourselves in the favourable conclu- 
sion that you have honestly and sin- 
cerely endeavoured to ascertain the 
truth > How then does the matter 
stand ? Have you adopted the re- 
commendation of Christ, “If any 
man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God >” Have you obeyed the com- 
mand, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God Have you complied with the 
kind requisition, My son give me 
thine heart? If you have not, is not 
the evidence of your honesty and 
sincerity greatly to be distrusted 

To conclude, let all who have at- 
tended to the subject oi this dis- 
course, without delay make the joy- 
ful experiment, which their Saviour 
has proposed, of dispelling the dark- 
ness of the understanding, by render- 
ing to their God the cheerful homage 
of their hearts. If any complain 
that they cannot love God, let them 
remember, that to refuse to do it is 
rebellion, and that God will by no 
means clear the guilty. 


| epininiioustionl 
Yor the Christian Spectator 
Mr. Epiror, 


Ir you deem the following observa- 
tions, which are substantially taken 
from Dr. Campbell’s celebrated work 
on the Four Gospels, worthy of a 
place in your Magazine, you are at 
liberty to insert them. Sas re 


In the days of the apostles there 
were in Judea two kinds of public 
houses ; one of which Busbequius calls 
venodochium, and the other stabul- 
um. The aenodochium is now rarely 
found. It was designed for the ac- 
commodation of strangers, who were 
treated with attention, and supported 
three days at the public expense.— 
They were furnished with separate 
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apartments, and with homely but 
wholesome fare. ’ 

The stabulum is very large. It 
admits under the same roof travellers 
and their cattle, without any partition 
between them. Men and their herds 
share the same accommodations ; on- 
ly they take different sides of the 
house, the former being furnished 
with a fire-place. 

There is now another kind of inn, 
which seems to have been a modern 
improvement upon the stabulum. It 
is called a caravansary ; and is still 
larger than the stabulum, being light- 
ed from the top. This also is an in- 
discriminate receptacle for men and 
cattle. The latter, however, occupy 
the greater portion of the building ; 
only a wall three feet high, and four 
or six feet broad, adjoining the mar- 
gin of the hall, being reserved for the 
former. This narrow elevation be- 
ing furnished with fire-places at con- 
venient distances, serves “ for kitch- 
en, parlour and bed chamber.” 

It is more than probable that the 
Greek word xaladuya, as used Luke 
li. 7, answers to the xenodochium ; 
and siavooyziov, Luke x. 34, to the 
stabulum ; for each of these Greek 
words is rendered, inthe Vulgate and 
Syriac, by an appropriate term. It 
is true that Erasmus, Castalio, Beza, 
and other modern translators, have 
rendered both by the word diversori- 
um. Gut they cannot establish the 
synonomy of those words against the 
authority of writers who flourished 
when the Greek was a living lan- 
guage, and when the appropriate use 
of these words was best understood. 

We have reason to doubt the pro- 
priety of the word inn, as used by 
our translators, Luke ii. 7, for it was 
never used to denote a public house, 
in which the guests were entertained 
free of expense, as surely those were 
who lodged in the xenodochium, or 
xalorvua ‘The English word inn 
answers more exactly to the Greek 
wavooyveov, whose etymology denotes 
that it received every thing that 
could enter it. Mr. Harmer, howev- 
er. supposes that the wavdoyxsiev must 
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have been a very commodious place, 
from the circumstance that the good 
Samaritans entrusted the wounded 
man to the keeper of it, and promis- 
ed to reward him for his services.— 
But the necessary accommodations 
might have been afforded a sick man, 
although the wavdoxsiov did also re- 
ceive cattle. Besides, had it been a 
xalaruua, or xenodochium, no prom- 
ise cf payment would have been ne- 
cessary, at least for three days enter- 
tainment, as all who lodged in it were 
entertained for that period gratis. 
Bethlehem was a small place, and 
afforded only one xateAuuc, and that, 
at the time of our ®aviour’s birth, 
was full. And unless it can be prov- 
ed that Christ was born in a cave, as 
is asserted by Justin Martyr and 
Mrigen, there was no other public 
place to which Joseph and Mary 
could have repaired. Were this in- 
deed proved, it would not necessarily 
weakeu the argument; siuce a cave 
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might easily have been fitted up for 
a convenient stabulum. 

Nor were the xaJad\vua and wav- 
doysiov connected under the same 
root; for had that been the case, 
Christ would have been born in the 
xenodochium, which Mary could not 
enter, because it was full. Further, 
they could not have been connected, 
for they were two distinct and inde- 
pendent establishments, founded for 
essentially different purposes, and fur- 
nished with very different accommo- 
dations. 

The result from the whole is, that 
Christ was born in all the humiliation 
that could be attached to the poverty 
and helplessness of Mary, and in all 
the disgrace that could belong to the 
inconvenience and meanness of a 
stable ; and also, that our translators. 
have misapplied the word inn to the 
Greek xaladusa, which signifies a 
house gratuitously allotted for a time 
to the use of strangers. 








IHiscellancousg. 


For the Christian Spectator. 
Aa Allegory. 


Iv is recorded in a very ancient 
book, that a certain nobleman of great 
possessions being about to journey, 
called together his servants, delivered 


to them his goods, and said unto each © 


* occupy till I come.” 

Of these servants it is observed, 
that by birth, they were the property 
of their master, but having fallen into 
captivity they had been bought also 
with a price; in additien to which, 
every one of them said * J love my 
master,” and by significant tokens had 
engaged to serve him during life.— 
They would hold, they said, no sepa- 
rate property, or be influenced to 
serve by mercenary motives. Their 
ina-ter’s interest they said, should be 
their own, his reputation their hon- 
our. bis prosperity their reward. 

Thas circumstanced, it would ‘be 


natural to expect of these servants, 
great “diligence in business,” great 
friendship among themselves, and 
great joy as their master’s interest 
should prosper in their hands; and 
this for a season was toa great ex. 
tent the fact, though not without some 
painful exceptions, which it falls to 
our lot to record. There were ser- 
vants who evidently pursued interests 
separate from their master’s, and to 
his injury. ‘The hedge about their 
master’s vineyard was broker down, 
and the boar from the wilderness 
without molestation rooted up the 
vine. The door of the sheepfold too 
was left open, and the grievous wolt 
came in not sparing the flock. When 
such events happened however, it was 


“common for the servants to become 


indignant, at the boar, and the wolf, 
not reflecting that had the fence of 
the vineyard, and the door of the 
sheepfold been kept, the vines and 
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the lambs had escaped injury. It 
must be added, that the ground also 
was often so imperfectly tilled as to 
yield but a scanty harvest, and some- 
times from year to year, no harvest 
at all. But in this case it was com- 
mon for the servants to console them- 
selves with the reflection, that God 
only could give the increase, and that 
as he gives or withholds according to 
his sovereign good pleasure, no blame 
could justly attach to them. There 
were indeed a few instances of failure, 
where all the means of securing a 
crop had apparently been faithfully 
applied. Butit often happened that 
those who in this manner went forth, 
from year to year, weeping, bearing 
precious seed, came again at length 
rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with 
them; and where this was not the 
case, it frequently happened that the 
seed though buried long in dust, 
sprang up in a joyful harvest, after 
the hand that sowed it, and the eye 
that wept over it, were at rest in the 
erave. 

It was left in charge by the noble- 
man to his servants, that they should 
keep in good repair those parts of the 
farm which had been reduced to culti- 
vation, and urge on the work of sub- 
duing the wilderness until the entire 
tarm should become one fruitful field ; 
and so vigorous at first was the onset 
upon the wilderness, that it seemed 
as if every tree of the forest would 
how, and every aere of the farm be 


made to feel the plough, and to wave. 


with harvests. But so much at length 
did the love of these servants wax 
cold, and their enterprise abate, that 
the wilderness regained much of its 
lost dominion, and all hope and all 
duty seemed to be limited to the de- 
fence of the fruitful fields, against the 
encroachments of the wilderness. 


When at leneth a small number of 


servants, moved by primitive affec- 
tion and zeal, read their master’s di- 
rection, * go ye out into all parts of the 
farm and subdue the wilderness,’ and 
began to make experiments, they 
were stared upon as madmev. Do 
you believe said one, that our master 


expected, or intended we should sub- 
due the entire farm? Never. His 
language is hyperbolical. Another 
contended that the fruitful field might 
as well give place to the wilderness, 
as the wilderness to the fruitful field. 
He could perceive very little ditter- 
ence, he said, between the wild ani- 
mals of the wilderness, and the tame 
animals of. the fields. God who 
made them all is benevolent, and no 
respecter of persons, from which it 
must result, that they are all happy, 
and about equally happy; he thought 
it therefore a useless expense to car- 
ry the arts of husbandry to the wil- 
derness; he c@pld perceive but little 
difference between the lion and the 
wolf, and the ox and the lamb. All 
were made very good animals, eacli 
lived in his own way, and why should 
we disturb them. 

Others who thought it would be a 
very good thing, to subdue the wil- 
derness were it possible, fainted at 
the thought of such an undertaking. 
There were trees, they said, some- 
where in that wilderness, an hundred 
miles in circumference, harder than 
the hardest steel, and whose roots 
were wrapped about the centre of the 
earth, so that to cut them down, or 
pull them up, or raise crops under 
their shade, was alike hopeless.— 
And then there were lions in the way 
of unusual strength, and fierceness, 
ready to slay every man who should 
show himself in their dominions ; 
and there too travellers had seen the 
giants, im comparison with whom 
they were grashoppers. If it was sug- 
gested, by any servant, that the field 
now cultivated, was once itself a 
wilderness, and that what had been 
done, could be done again; it was 
answered, that the great trees which 
stood here were pulled up by miracles, 
and that the giants and lions were ali 
killed by supernatural aid, not to be 
expected now. 

If any pointed to tracts of wilder- 
ness recently subdued without mira- 
cles, as difficult of subjugation as any 
that cemained, a new host of objec- 
tors took vp the argument ; admitted 
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the possibility of subduing the wil- 
derness, but denied that there was ei- 
ther time or resources. ‘It was as 
much as could be done,’ they ‘ said, to 
maintain the cultivated field from the 
encroachments of the wilderness, and 
ihat charity begins at home. ‘There 
were fences enough to be mended, 
and flocks to be gathered, and weeds 
to be eradicated at home, and noth- 
ing should be done abroad, until the 
farm at home was put in perfect or- 
der. Beside, where shall we find la- 
hourers for the whole field? And 
even were all the products of the cul- 
tivated part devoted to subduing the 
wilderness, it would be in vain :’ for- 
getiv!, that every newly cultivated 
acre poured into the treasury, thirty, 
sixty or an hundred fold; and that 
the resources increased, as the work 
to be done diminished. 

‘There was after ail, another diffi- 
culty, which was, on which side of 
the wilderness they should ‘begin; 
some prefering to assail the forests 
immediately contiguous, while others 
prefered going quite the other side. 
This difficulty was however settled by 
the amicable agreement, that both 
sides should be assailed at once, and 
the assault continued until the ser- 
vants should meet and shake hands in 
the middle. 

In the ancient book already refer- 
red to, and which the nobleman de- 
posited in the hands of his servants, 
there were rules which he directed 
tem to follow implicitly in the man- 
agement of the farm; forbidding 
them to make a single unauthorized 
experiment. In this book it was 
provided, that persons of competent 
skill in husbandry, who could exhibit 
evidence of friendship to their mas- 
ter, and would make the requisite en- 
gagements, might be received into 
the household of the nobleman; and 
lor a season, those who offered them- 
selves were ‘carefully examined, and 
lew were received, who did not con- 
sult in some good ‘degree, the inter- 
ests of their master. But in process 
of time it came to pass, that from in- 
delence er carelessness, or false ten- 
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derness, any person who offered him- 
self was sure to be received, however 
deficient in skill, or wanting in the 
ordinary evidence of friendship to the 
nobleman. ‘The consequence was, 
that many servants unskilled in hus- 
bandry, and without friendship to the 
master, became members of his house- 
hold. ‘These, as might be expected, 
were extremely liberal in their views, 
and charitably disposed towards all 
those servants, whose deportment in 
better days would have ensured their 
expulsion from the household. If 
any servants proposed a more strict 
examination concerning skill, or in- 
dustry, or friendship to their mas- 


ter, with reference to the admission of 


servants, they were denounced as un- 
charitable, bigoted and cruel. Does 
not charity, it would be said, 2 
ali things, and belteve ali things : 

Do we know the candidate for ail 
mission to be a novice? why then 
should we torment him by unreason- 
able suspicions, implied in his exami- 
nition? They could not doubt that 
he had devoted himself some where 
faithfully to the acquisition of agricul- 
tural Knowledge, and that he was, or 
would be, as industrious, and skilful, 
and faithful, as themselves; and, as 
to friendship to the nobleman, “ Is 
it not well known,” they demanded, 
‘that he had no enemies? It was 
unreasonable to think that he had, 
and if? any-pretended to be his ene- 
mies, or ever conducted as if they 
were, undoubtedly they were deceiv- 
ed, or from modesty merely exhibited 
themselves as being worse than they 
were. Besides, friendship and enmi- 
ty are feelings of the heart, and what 
have we to do with each other’s 
hearts? ‘To our own master we 
stand or fall.” 

If, at any time, attempts were 
made to expel from the household an 
idle or profligate servant, he would 
inquire the authority of the servants 
to do it, and cry persecution; when 
instantly, as if roused by fellow feel- 
ing, a host of sympathetic brethren 
would come to his aid to denounce 
his persecutors, and certify whom if 
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might concern, of his preeminent in- 
dustry, sincerity, and skill. In con- 
sequence of this state of things, the 
business of the farm, in many parts, 
was wretchedly conducted. Manya 
field was scarcely tilled at all, but 
was grown over to thorns, and net- 
tles covered the face thereof, and the 
stone wall thereof was broken down. 
Some servants mingled tares with the 
good seed, and some sowed little be- 
side tares. At first indeed, it was 
done in the night, while men slept, 
but at length it was done openly. If 
any alleged that a particular servant 
sowed tares, it was replied, that tares 
and wheat were so nearly alike, that 
none should presume authoritatively 
to discriminate between them. ¢ It 
had always been disputed,’ they said, 
‘which were tares, and which were 
wheat, and that every servant must 
judge for himself. ‘Phe accused 
thought that he sowed wheat, and 
his accusers thought that he sowed 
tares, and he was as likely to be right 
as they. Besides, it was all, they 
said, a matter of mere opinion, for 
which no man should be accountable. 
If their fellow servant had in fact 
sowed tares, be had done it, they did 
not doubt, sincerely, and of course 
would be as well accepted of their 
mmaster, as those who sowed wheat. 
But, after all, said they, of what con- 
sequence is it what seed a man sows, 
provided the harvest is good ? What 
harm can there be in sowing tares, 
provided we reap wheat? or even if 
every seed produced after his kind, 
they could perceive no such mighty 
difference as to render it a matter of 
much consequence what seeds were 
sown. Among all the seeds sown 
npon the farm, they could not lay 
their finger upon more than two or 
three of much importance ; and on 
the whole, they concluded, that tares 
sown sincerely, were even better than 
wheat sown hypocritically. 

{t was directed in the book of hus- 
bandry, that in the cultivation of fruit 
trees, particular attention should be 
paid to the root, but the same ser- 
vants who thought that tares sown 





sincerely, were better than wheat 
sown hypocritically, conceived the 
idea, that all attention to the roots of 
trees was entirely superfluous labour, 
that the root of the tree was depen- 
dent on the top, not the top upon the 
root; and that all that a skilfu! hus- 
bandman had need to do, was to keep 
his trees well pruned. They talked, 
and wrote, and printed, and went a- 
bout with great kindness, to open the 
eyes of other servants to the extreme 
folly of delving in the dirt about the 
roots of trees. ‘For what,’ said 
they, ‘can be more beautiful than 
leaves and blossoms, or what more 
excellent than delicious fruit? Let 
the top of the tree, they said, be duly 
cultivated, and the luxuriant top, if 
roots be needful, will produce them.’ 
lf any quoted that passage in the 
book of husbandry, which apostro- 
phizing a tree says, ‘ thou bearest not 
the root, but the root thee,’ it was ea- 
sy to reply that the passage was mis- 
translated, and that it ought to be 
rendered as it does read in the origi- 
nal; thou bearest not the branches, 
but the branches thee. 

Were it alleged, that where atten- 
tion was paid to the roots of trees, 
they were invariably the most flour- 
ishing and fruitful. ‘The fact would 
be sometimes reluctantly admitted, 
while that the difference was caused 
by the different mode of culture, 
would be strenuously denied. 
‘ Prove to us,’ they would say, ¢ that 
the difference does not arise from soil 
or position, or the cultivation which 
you bestow upon the top, in common 
with us; for as long as it is possible 
that the difference may arise from 
some other cause, it is absolutely cer- 
tain that it is not produced by your 
particular mode of cultivation.’ 

Another charge left upon record in 
the book of husbandry, was, that the 
servants should take particular care 
of the sheep and lambs of the flock, 
to see that they were defended against 
the lion, who went about seeking to 
devour them. But those servants 





who dreaded so much the labour otf 


tilling the roots of trees, found the 
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service of keeping the flock too labo- 
rious for pleasure, and by searching 
critically the book of husbandry, dis- 
covered to their great joy that there 
was no such animal as the lion; that 
the lion so often spoken of in the book 
of husbandry, as such a powerful and 
ferocious animal, was nothing but the 
principle ef evil personified, as it ex- 
isted in thunderstorms and the dis- 
eases of sheep. It is well known, 
they said, that thunderstorms roar, 
that they are noxious to lambs, and 
that they go about, figuratively seek- 
ing whom they may figuratively de- 
vour. When reminded that the book 
spoke of many lions, though of one 
as chief in strength and ferocity, it 
was easy to reply that thunderstorms 
were numerous, some great and some 
small; the greatest being called the 
old lion, and the rest lions, or young 
lions, according to their power. In 
like manner, they insisted, were the 
diseases of sheep personified, pro- 
ceeding as they all did, from princti- 
ples of disease in the animal called the 
old lion, or the lion, or young lion, 
as the disease was more or less de- 
structive. These diseases, it was 
well known, caused sheep to bleat, 
which by a figure of speech, common 
in eastern countries, might be called 
roaring, and as disease and death 
decompose the bodies of animals, 
they are fitly compared to a lion tear- 
ing in pieces and devouring his prey. 
{t is scarcely to be conceived how 
much rejoicing and self-complacency 
this discovery occasioned. The ser- 
vants who made it and availed them- 
selves of it, deemed themselves the 
most learned servants on the farm, 
and to express at once their estima- 
tion of themselves, and their con- 
tempt of the old fashioned servants, 
they styled themselves rational hus- 
bandmen. * The irrational servants 
did in this case all to reclaim their 
fellow servants, which could be ex- 
pected of men bereft of reason, or 
who never had any. They demand- 
ed, how the principle of evil in dis- 
eases and thunderstorms, which was 
a reality, could possibly be illustra- 
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ted by clothing it with the animated 
powers and actions of an animal 
which did not exist. What sense 
could there be in calling a traitor a 
Judas, had no treacherous Judas ex- 
isted; in calling a miser’s heart, a 
heart of stone, if no such hard mate- 
rial called a stone had any being ; 
and why call the principle of evil in 
disease and thunder, a lion, if there be 
no such living animal in the wilder- 
ness. Does not the calling of storms 
and diseases, lions, (said these sim- 
ple-hearted servants) prove the ex- 
istence of real lions ? Do the Greeks 
and eastern nations illustrate the pow- 
er of thunder and disease by the 
properties and actions of non-existen- 
ces? Do you find any examples of 
the kind in Homer, Sanchoniathon, 
Manetho, or the Talmuds? These 
questions demanding time in order to 
answer them learnedly, time was ac- 
cordingly taken, when, after extended 
research, without being able to find 
an example in point, it was profound- 
ly conjectured, that all the books 
which authorized the illustration of 
the properties of real existences, by 
the properties and actions of nothing, 
were destroyed in Herculaneum, or 
burnt in the Alexandrine library. 
Bunyan. 
— 
Anecdotes of the late King of Eng- 
land, George II. 


(Concluded from page 637.) 
CONSCIENTIOUSNESS. 

Many attempts were made during 
the late reign in favor of what is cal- 
led Catholic emancipation, and to re- 
move all those barriers, which exclu- 
ded Roman Catholics from the high- 
est ofiices in the state. In 1807, when 
Lord Grenville applied to the king 
on this subject. we are told (on the au- 
thority of a letter of Sir H. Harper,) 
that his majesty replied, ‘My iord,— 
I am one of those who respect an 
oath. I have firmness sufficient to 
quit my throne and retire to a cot- 
tage, or place my neck on a block or 
a scafiold, if my people require it; 
but I have not resolution to break 
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might concern, of his preeminent in- 
dustry, sincerity, and skill. In con- 
sequence of this state of things, the 
business of the farm, in many parts, 
was wretchedly conducted. Manya 
field was scarcely tilled at all, but 
was grown over to thorns, and net- 
tles covered the face thereof, and the 
stone wall thereof was broken down. 
Some servants mingled tares with the 
good seed, and some sowed little be- 
side tares. At first indeed, it was 
done in the night, while men slept, 
but at length it was done openly. If 
any alleged tiat a particular servant 
sowed tares, it was replied, that tares 
and wheat were so nearly alike, that 
none should presume authoritatively 
to discriminate between them. ‘ It 
had always been disputed,’ they said, 
‘which were tares, and which were 
wheat, and that every servant must 
judge for himself. ‘Che accused 
thought that he sowed wheat, and 
his accusers thought that he sowed 


_ tares, and he was as likely to be right 


as they. Besides, it was all, they 
said, a matter of mere opinion, for 
which no man should be accountable. 
If their fellow servant had in fact 
sowed tares, be had done it, they did 
not doubt, sincerely, aud of course 
would be as well accepted of their 
master, as those who sowed wheat. 
But, after all, said they, of what con- 
sequence is it what seed a man sows, 
provided the harvest is good 2 What 
harm can there be in sowing tares, 
provided we reap wheat? or even if 
every seed produced after his kind, 
they could perceive no such mighty 
difference as to render it a matter of 
much consequence what seeds were 
sown. Among all the seeds sown 
npon the farm, they could not lay 
their finger upon more than two or 
three of much importance 5 and on 
the whole, they concluded, that tares 
sown sincerely, were even better than 
wheat sown hypocritically. 

{t was directed in the book of hus- 
bandry, that in the cultivation of fruit 
trees, particular attention should be 
paid to the root, but the same ser- 
vants who thought that tares sown 





sincerely, were better than wheat 
sown hypocritically, conceived the 
idea, that all attention to the roots of 
trees was entirely superfluous labour, 
that the root of the tree was depen- 
dent on the top, not the top upon the 
root; and that all that a skilful hus- 
bandman had need to do, was to keep 
his trees well pruned. They talked, 
and wrote, and printed, and went a- 
bout with great kindness, to open the 
eyes of other servants to the extreme 
folly of delving in the dirt about the 
roots of trees. ‘For what,’ said 
they, ‘can be more beautiful than 
leaves and blossoms, or what more 
excellent than delicious fruit? Let 
the top of the tree, they said, be duly 
cultivated, and the luxuriant top, if 
roots be needful, will produce them.’ 
lf any quoted that passage in the 
book of husbandry, which apostro- 
phizing a tree says, thou bearest not 
tle root, but the root thee,’ it was ea- 
sy to reply that the passage was mis- 
translated, and that it ought to be 
rendered as it does read in the origi- 
nal; thou bearest not the branches, 
but the branches thee. 

Were it alleged, that where atten- 
tion was paid to the roots of trees, 
they were invariably the most flour- 
ishing and fruitful. ‘The fact would 
be sometimes reluctantly admitted, 
while that the difference was caused 
by the different mode of culture, 
would be strenuously denied. 
‘ Prove to us,’ they would say, ‘that 
the difference does not arise from soil 
or position, or the cultivation which 
you bestow upon the top, in common 
with us; for as long as it is possible 
that the difference may arise from 
some other cause, it is absolutely cer- 
tain that it is not produced by your 
particular mode of cultivation.’ 

Another charge left upon record iu 
the book of husbandry, was, that the 
servants should take particular care 
of the sheep and lambs of the flock, 
to see that they were defended against 
the lion, who went about seeking to 
devour them. But those servants 





who dreaded so much the labour of 


tilling the roots of trees, found the 


So aes te ten 




































hale ss 


Sispeaibi hac 
pO ha 
ease 


bs at et ay ee 
A el is oS ug Sia Randi 
es OS ratio eee 3 % p 
PE eae oe paso anata 


he des BPP iis Seca 
he oe eck 


io 


rede ba Comb See 


Dek Penasa eee § 
1) eit 


zr ele SCF w 
tae ea es 





tye ee RS Fe Ole nae, Dees er ay 
Se Pee A Sc aa 


pes 
ag 
ee 
oe 





a? AE Ae ee ae ne FA to a aS rs aR kat ahaa eet eae ate. - > SOS. Ree» ET CORLL ee ee 
SOE RESIS SE CRG, I Hy fo ie TS ING eS Se 


TS ae EE RE ee RR etl oi Faas 





1821.] 


service of keeping the flock too labo- 
rious for pleasure, and by searching 
critically the book of husbandry, dis- 
covered to their great joy that there 
was no such animal as the lion; that 
the lion so often spoken of in the bock 
of husbandry, as such a powerful and 
ferocious animal, was nothing but the 
principle ef evil personified, as it ex- 
isted in thunderstorms and the dis- 
eases of sheep. It is well known, 
they said, that thunderstorms roar, 
that they are noxious to lambs, and 
that they go about, figuratively seek- 
ing whom they may figuratively de- 
vour. When reminded that the book 
spoke of many lions, though of one 
as chief in strength and ferocity, it 
was easy to reply that thunderstorms 
were numerous, some great and some 
small; the greatest being called the 
old lion, and the rest lions, or young 
lions, according to their power. In 
like manner, they insisted, were the 
diseases of sheep personified, pro- 
ceeding as they all did, from princti- 
ples of disease in the animal called the 
old lion, or the lion, or young lion, 
as the disease was more or less de- 
structive. These diseases, it was 
well known, caused sheep to bleat, 
which by a figure of speech, common 
in eastern countries, might be called 
roaring, and as disease and death 
decompose the bodies of animals, 
they are fitly compared to a lion tear- 
ing in pieces and devouring his prey. 
It is scarcely to be conceived how 
much rejoicing and self-complacency 
this discovery occasioned. The ser- 
vants who made it and availed them- 
selves of it, deemed themselves the 
most learned servants on the farm, 
and to express at once their estima- 
tion of themselves, and their con- 
tempt of the old fashioned servants, 
they styled themselves rational hus- 
bandmen. ‘ The irrational servants 
did in this case all to reclaim their 
fellow servants, which could be ex- 
pected of men bereft of reason, or 
who never had any. They demand- 
ed, how the principle of evil in dis- 
eases and thunderstorms, which was 
a reality, could possibly be illustra- 


Anecdotes of the late King of England, George Hl. 23 


ted by clothing it with the animated 
powers and actions of an animal 
which did not exist. What sense 
could there be in calling a traitor a 
Judas, had no treacherous Judas ex- 
isted; in calling a miser’s heart, a 
heart of stone, if no such hard mate- 
rial called a stone had any being; 
and why call the principle of evil in 
disease and thunder, a lion, if there be 
no such living animal in the wilder- 
ness. Does not the calling of storms 
and diseases, lions, (said these sim- 
ple-hearted servants) prove the ex- 
istence of real lions P Do the Greeks 
and eastern nations illustrate the pow- 
er of thunder and disease by the 
properties and actions of non-existen- 
ces? Do you find any examples of 
the kind in Homer, Sanchoniathon, 
Manetho, or the Talmuds? These 
questions demanding time in order to 
answer them learnedly, time was ac- 
cordingly taken, when, after extended 
research, without being able to find 
an example in point, it was profound- 
ly conjectured, that all the books 
which authorized the illustration of 
the properties of real existences, by 
the properties and actions of nothing, 
were destroyed in Herculaneum, or 
burnt in the Alexandrine library. 
BuNYAN. 
— 
Anecdotes of the late King of Eng- 
land, George II. 


(Concluded from page 637.) 
CONSCIENTIOUSNESS. 


Many attempts were made during 
the late reign in favor of what is cal- 
led Catholic emancipation, and to re- 
move all those barriers, which exclu- 
ded Roman Catholics from the high- 
est ofiices in the state. In 1807, when 
Lord Grenville applied to the king 
on this subject, we are told (on the au- 
thority of a letter of Sir H. Harper, ) 
that his majesty replied, ‘My iord,— 
I am one of those who respect an 
oath. I have firmness sufficient to 
quit my throne and retire to a cot- 
tage, or place my neck on a block or 
a scafiold, if my people require it; 
but I have not resolution to break 
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that oath which [ took in the most 
solemn manner at my coronation.’* 


At another time, being further urg- 
ed by one of his ministers on this sub- 
ject, he said with much good nature, 
and with a conciseness that was 
common to him, ‘ Tell me who took 
the coronation oath? did you or I?’ 
The pleader was not stopped by this 
pointed reply, but was proceeding, 
when the king interrupting him, said, 
‘Dundas, let me have no more of 
your Scotch sophistry; I took the 
oath, and I must keep it.-—Rippon’s 
Sermon. — 


Hlis late majesty having had fre- 
quent occasions of speaking to an 
emminent manufacturer who employ- 
ed many hands, one day asked him 
whether he was an alderman of W— 
—, and being informed he was not, 
wished to know the reason ; the per- 
son replied, ‘ that being a Protestant 
Dissenter, he could not obtain the 
qualification but by receiving the 
Lord’s Supper—the required test.’-— 
‘Very right, very right, exclaimed his 
majesiy, ‘If like a man to be consci- 

*That part of the coronation-oath, which 
the king supposed to militate with the 
claims of the catholics is as follows: 

The Archbishop says, ‘Will you to the 
utmost of your power maintain the laws 
of God, the true profession of the gospel, 
and the protestant reformed religion as es- 
tablished by law? And will yon preserve 
unto the bishops and clergy of this realm, 
and to the churches committed to their 
charge, all such rights and privileges, as 
by the law do or shall appertain unto them, 
or any of them? 

The King replies, All this ] promise to 


do.” 
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entious.” Sometime afterwards one 
of the princesses called at the ware. 
house in London, and said to Mr. B. 
‘You are a great favorite with his 
majesty.” Mr. B. answered, ¢ It gave 
him pleasure to hear it, but he was 
not conscious of having done any 
thing to obtain his majesty’s favor.’ 
The princess then reminded Mr. B. 
of the above conversation 3 she said 
his majesty had related the whole to 
the queen and the princesses, and had 
added, ‘I like B. , 1 wish every 
one to be conscientious.’ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


At the late public meeting at Wey- 
mouth, the Rev. Dr. Cracknell intro- 
duced the following anecdote of his 
majesty, which supplies another il- 
lustration of his habitual piety and 
nice discrimination. ‘ My late friend, 
Mr. Wathen, the celebrated oculist,’ 
said the doctor, ‘ related to me _ that 
in one of his interviews with the king, 
he observed to his majesty, ‘ I have 
often thought of the words of Solo- 
mon, ‘ When the righteous are in a- 
thority the people rejoice,’ and it 
your majesty could always appoint 
servants of that character, the voice 
of rejoicing would be heard through- 
out the empire.’ ‘Wathen,’ re plied 
his majesty, ‘these are the men J 
have sought for; but when [ have 
required their services, I have often 
been disappointed, for I find men dis- 
tinguished by habits of piety prete: 
retirement ; and that, generally speak- 
ing, the men of the world must trans: 
act the world’s business.’ 








fiebicw of Rew Publications. 


The difficulties and temptations which 
attend the preaching of the gospel 
in great cities: a sermon preach- 
ed in the first Presbyterian church, 
in the city of Baliimore, Oct. 1th 
1520: at the ordinat'on and in- 
stalluiion of the Rev. William Nev- 
ins, as Pastor of said church. By 


Samuel Miller, D. D. Protessor of 
}.cclesiastical History, and Church 
Government, in the Theological 
Seminary of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, at 
Princeton. Baltimore, 1820. 


We do nct deem it a course that 
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would be profitable to our readers, or 
consistent with our duties, to fill up 
this department of our work with no- 
tices of single sermons. Among the 
multitude that issue from the press, 
however, there are some, which, for 
the peculiarity or importance of their 
subjects, may furnish the basis of 
profitable remark, or for their pecul- 
jar excellence, may demand, that we 
solicit for them the attention of our 
readers. We will not undertake to 
say which of these considerations has 
most influenced us to attempt a public 
revision of the sermon noticed at the 
head of this article. ‘The subject, if 
our memories serve us, Is novel 5 ex- 
ceedingly well adapted to the occa- 
sion on which the discourse was de- 
livered 5 one on which the author was 
able to speak with anthority and in- 
terest from experience ; and in its na- 
ture worthy the attentive reflections 
of at least a large class of our read- 
ers. The author is well Known to 
the public as an historian and contro- 
versialist, a man of elegant literature 
and ecclesiastical science, profes- 
sionally devoted to the preparation of 
youth for the ministry ; and with these 
circumstances in view, itis enough for 
is to say that we have not been dis- 
appoluted in this production. In an 
even, chaste, perspicuous, flowing 
style, the subject has received a pret- 
ty ample elucidation, in regard both 
to outlines and their filling up. 

The text is taken from the Epistle 
of Pau! to the Romans: So, as much 
as inme is, I am ready to preach 
the gospel to you that are at Rome 
also: for I amnot ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ. 

This apostie, entrusted with the 
dispensation of the gospel among the 


gentiles and qualified by the God of 


grace to discharge that high office, 
felt himself to be a ** debtor both to the 
Grecks and to the barbarians, both to 
the wise and to the unwise.” Obliga- 
tion rested on him to preach the gos- 
pel, and he was ready to do it, to the 
highest classes as well as to the low- 
est, in the most splendid citiesas well 
as in the humblest villages. He had 
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preachedat Athens and Corinth when 
he wrote this epistle; and though 
prevented as yet by providence from 
visiting Rome, he was ready also to 
preach the gospel in that city. 

The declaration of the apostle ev- 
idently implies, that,ona_ mission to 
such a city, he must encounter pecul- 
iar difficulties. 

From this declaration, Dr. M. takes 
occasion to consider, as a general sub- 
ject, the bearing which the circum- 
stances of a city population have on 
the work of the minister of the gos- 
pel, and that in two respects 3 in en- 
hancing its difficulties, and in enhan- 
cing its importance. The last of 
these considerations, we think was 
not particularly in the view of the a- 
postle: still as it goes to illustrate 
the peculiarity of the station oecupi- 
ed by ministers in populous places, 
and brings to view motives and obli- 
gations, countervailing, in their ten- 
dency, to the disheartening difficul- 
ties and temptations of the station, 
we think the preacher was warrant- 
ed to introduce it into his plan, for 
the sake of utility; and while he 
warned the youthful candidate of the 
superior host of enemies that he was 
to encounter, which might serve only 
to appal, to spread before him also 
the greater victories to be won, which 
might serve as an incentive to exer- 
tion. 

The introduction commences with 
remarks on the history of the church 
at Rome, and on the state of the city 
at the period the apostle wrote, pre- 
paratory to a paraphrase of the text, 
which is subjoined; when, after 
a summary statement of the sub- 
stance of the gospel, the plan is an- 
nounced under the following heads : 


J. There are peculiar difficulties and 
temptations which attend the preaching ot 
the gospel in great cities ;—and 

If. It is of peculiar importance that 
the gospel be plainly and faithfully preach - 
edin such places.—p. 8. 


Under the first head, our attention 
is directed rather to the causes which 
operate in a city population to raise 
obstacles in the way of the minister 
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of the gospel, than to the particular 
mode in which they afiect him and 
his labors. To this source it is ow- 
ing, that while one and another cause 
of difficulty is illustrated, we see it af- 
fecting, indiscriminately, one while, 
his pride ; next, his fear of man ; then, 
his regard to the world; now, his 
hopes; now, his amount of labors; 
now, his sicheal SUCCESS § accordingly 
as aneasy and a fertile and, we would 
add, a powerful illustration of the 
causes of difficulty leads the author to 
suggest. 

The first obstacle, noticed by Dr. 
M. is “the accumulated wealth, and 
the samseleunek luxury and dissipation 
ofagreat city.” The following extract 
may bring this difficulty more clear- 
ly tothe view of our readers. After 
describing the luxurious and dissipa- 
ted habits prevalent in large cities, 
he adds: 


Now, need I say, that all this is directly 
contrary to the spirituality and self-denial 
of the Gospel? Need I say, that a person 
who walks in such a course, even though 
he be a stranger to gross vices, cannot be 
a disciple of Jesus Christ? No, brethren, 
as long as the Bris_e is our guide, it is im- 
possible to decide otherwise. And Il have 
sometimes thought that there is no class of 
persons more difficult to be approached 

and impressed by a Minister of Christ, than 
your genteel, decent worshippers of luxu- 
ry and fashion. We cannot denounce 
them as iinmoral, in the popular sense of 
the term; and they are apt to imagine 
that they are saints because they are not 
profligales. As long as this impression re- 
mains, there is no bope of their being 
profited by any thing weecansay. With 
what an anxious and trembling heart, 
then, must a Minister of the Gospel go to 
proclaim his message in a place where 
sucli soviety abounds! He needs not on- 
ly all his fortitude as a man, but also all 
his confidence asa believer, and all the 
gracious aid promised by the Master 
whom he serves, to support and animate 
him in the undertaking. He, of course, 
takes no pleasure in delivering an unwel- 
come or offensive message, as such; but 
would much rather, if it were possible, 
please ail his hearers. How painful the 
task, then, to go to the tribes of vanity and 
friv olity, howev er elevated in their own 
estimation, and address them plainly aad 
faithfully, as Paul would have done, on 
the sinfulness and danger of their course ! 
How hard to natural feeling, to go to those 
whe, it may be, afew days or hours be- 


fore, caressed him, and perbaps loaded 
him with civilities at the hospitable table, 
and tell them, that except aman be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God ; 

that he that believeth nol on the Son of God, 
shall not see life, but that the wrath of God 
abideth on him ; that we must not be con- 
formed to this world ; but must deny ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts, and live soberly. 
righteously, and godly in this present evil 
world '/—O, what atemptation is here to 
soften or keep back the truth! Whata 
temptation to avoid dwelling on those 
great practical, Gospel doctrines, which 
he knows are so grating and offensive to 
many of his hearers !—pp. 11—13. 


Dr. M. next considers, as most un- 
friendly to the Gospel, “ the refine- 
ments of philosophy, falsely so call- 
ed, which are apt to reign, in a pecul- 
iar degree, in great and_ polished 
cities.” 

With our author, we would say. 
that ‘gensine philosophy is not un- 
friendly to the religion of the Gospel.’ 
The truths included in the revelation 
of Jesus Christ, claim an attentive 
iuvestigation ; they have originated 
with a God of boundless intelligence : 
and the profoundest intellect may be 
usefully employed in exploring their 
nature and relations. 

But it is the wise in their own con- 
ceits, those who set off their infidel 
speculations against christianity, that 
Dr. M. spe scifies in this rem ark, as op- 
posing an obstacle, in cities, to the 
success of the Gospel. 

The third difficulty illustrated by 
Dr. M. arising evidently out of that 
worldly spirit “and opposition to the 
gospel which he had already mention- 
ed as reigning in cities, is the pecul- 
iar demand in the taste of a city pop- 
ulation for simoolr and superficial 
preaching. 

No wonder that those who give 
their days to luxury, and their nights 
to dissipation, who ridicule the holy 
and unbending system of evangelical 
truths—the gay crowds of frivolity 
and fashion—should strongly plead 
for the gratificatioa of their taste 
merely in the house of God. ‘They 
will consent to the theatrical enter- 
tainment of imagination, or feeling, 
or intellect; and consent that the 
minister of Christ should be ‘ unto 
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them as a very lovely song of one 
that hath a pleasant voice and can 
play well onan instrument” ; if truth 
with her stern dictates, retire from the 
sanctuary, not to disturb, or error, 
with her smiling face, be present, to 
quiet their consciences. — But we will 
quote the animated description of our 
author. 


In short, they will not fail to be pleased 
with a preacher who gratifies their fancy 
with brilliant imagery and language, and 
their ears with fascinating tones, and says 
little or nothing to make them displeased 
with themselves. 

Search Christendom over, my friends, 
and you will find this to be one of the 
srand temptations in preaching the gospel 
‘o the luxurious and fashionable, especial- 
ly in large cities. And,alas! how many 
ministers who set out with the purpose and 
promise of being faithful, have fallen into 
the snare! They have begun, perhaps 
with that most vain and delusive of all cal- 
culations, (for such I verily believe it to 
be) that the doctrines of the gospel are 
never so likely to find their way to the 
hearts of the gay and the worldly, as when 
they are covered and disguised with artifi- 
cial ornament. Hence they have insensi- 
bly contracted the habit of preaching,--the 
truth perhaps,—but truth so gilded over, 
—so loaded with ornament,—so studious- 
lv divested of every thing adapted to give 
itedge and effect, as to be little if any 
betterthan keepingit back. This kind of 
preaching is greatly admired by the peo- 
ple of the world; but it leaves the pious 
tostarve and mourn. It excites no alarm. 
It produces no complaint on the part of 
the unbelieving and impenitent. It al- 
lows every hearer, who is so disposed, to 
slumber in security ; and is adapted, ulti- 
mately, to make those who statedly attend 
upon it, christian in name, but heathen in 
reality. 

Such have been the guilty course, and 
the fatal influence, of many a polished, 
courtly preacher, from the age of Paul of 
Samosaia to the present hour. If you 
doubt the fact, search with impartiality the 
records of Jerusalem and Antioch, of Car- 
‘hage of Alexandria, of Constantinople, 
and of Rome ; and you will doubt no lon- 
ger. 

But from a courtly; flattering mode of 
preaching, the transition is easy and nat- 
‘val {o erroneous opinions. And accord- 
ingly, great cities have commonly been in 
all ages, the hot-beds of error. Because 
taere have been displayed most frequently 
the pride of intellect, and those splendid 
temptations which are apt to beguile from 
the simplicity that is in Christ. In the 
Sreat cities of the Roman empire began 
that clerical ambition, which invaded the 
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primitive parity of gospel ministers, and 
which finally issued in the Papal usurpa- 
tion. In great cities, likewise, or, at least, 
in states of society similar to what is eom- 
monly found in such places, has generally 
commenced that fatal decline from or- 
thodoxy, which began, perhaps with cal- 
ling in question some of what are styled 
the more rigid peculiarities of received 
creeds, and ended in embracing the dread- 
ful, soul destroying errors of Arius or So- 
cinus.* We might easily illustrate and 
confirm this position, by examples drawn 
from our own country, had we time to trace 
the history of several sects among us, and 
especially of American Unitarianism. But 
[ forbear to pursue the illustration farther : 
and shall only take the liberty to ask, as T 
pass along—How it is to be accounted 
for, that the preaching of those who deny 
the divinity and atonement of the Saviour, 
and who reject the doctrines of human 
depravity, of regeneration, and of justi- 
fication by the righteousness of Christ— 
How, | ask, is it to be accounted for, that 
such preachers, all over the world, are 
most acceptable to the gay, the fashiona- 
ble, the worldiy-minded, and even the li- 
centionus ? That so many embrace and 
eulogise their system, without being, in 
the smallest perceptible degree, sanctified 


*The above language, concerning the de- 
structive nature of the Arian and Socinian 
heresies, has not been adopted lightly ; but 
is the result of serious deliberation, and 
deep conviction. And in conformity with 
this view of the subject, the author cannot 
forbear to notice and record a declaration 
made to himself, by the late Dr. Priestley, 
two or three years before the decease of 
that distinguished Unitarian. ‘The conver- 
sation was a free and amicable one, on 
some of the fundamental doctrines of re- 
ligion. In reply toa direct avowal on the 
part of the author that he wasa Trinitari- 
an and a Calvinist, Dr. Priestley said—* I 
do not wonder that you Calvinists enter- 
tain and express a strongly unfavorable 
opinion of us Unitarians. The truth is, 
there neither can, nor ought to be, any 
compromise between us. If you ave right, 
WE ARE NOT CHRISTIANS AT ALL; and ii 
we ave right, YoU ARE GROSS IDOLATERS.”’ 
These were, as nearly as cau be recollect- 
ed, the words, and, most accurately, the 
substance of his remark. And nothing, 
certainly, can be more just. Between 
those who believe in the divinity and 
atonement of the Son of God, and those 
who entirely reject both, ‘ there is a grea/ 
gulf fixed,” which precludes all ecclesi- 
astical intercourse. The former may 
greatly respect and love the latter, on ac- 
count of other qualities and attainments ; 
but certainly cannot regard them as Chris- 
lians,in any correct sense of the word ; 
or as any more in the way of salvation, 
than Mohammedans or Jers. 
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by it ? That thousands are in love with it, 
and praise it ; but that we look in vain for 
the monuments of its reforming and pu- 
rifying power? I will not pretend to an- 
swer these questions; but leave them to 
the consciences of those who believe, that 
the genuine doctrines of the gospel al- 
ways have had, and always will have a 
tendency to promote holiness of heart 
and of life; and that we must all speedi- 
ly appear 
Christ—pp. 18—22. 

The remarks of Dr. M. on lavish- 
ing artificial ornament upon discours- 
es, we think striking and just. Doubt- 
less man isto be addressed by the 
preacher sas a creature possessing 
imagination, intellect, feeling, as 
well as conscience, when the high 
demands of the gospel are pressed 
upon his attention. Yet there is a 
wide difference between adapting dis- 
courses to the good of man and mak- 
ing concessions in them to his spirit 
of worldliness. In regard to the 
dress of a discourse, we think a minis- 
ter may readily decide, whether he is 
adapting it to the reformation of the 
worldly or making undue concessions 
to the cravings of their ‘itching ears.” 
Let him bring himself to the touch- 
stone of such questiens as these. Am 
§ conscious of studiously seeking after 
ornaments, or do I use them, only as 
they are suggested by my ardour to 


press forward in the main subject of 


discourse ? Am I more desirous that 
my gay hearers should be displeased 
with themselves, than pleased with 
mer that they should be slain by 
ihe sword of truth I wield, than be 
amused with its brandishings 2 Does 
my method of treating the truth, 
make it more impressively clear to 
the minds of my hearers, ‘or does it 
operate to keep them in ignorance of 
its real nature and momentous bear- 
ines? Jn my choice of subjects, am I 
disposed to select those which I deem 

most profitable to my hearers, or 
those which are the most susceptible 
ot ornament? By such rules, the min- 
ister may decide, we think, whether 
or net, he is giving that undue atten- 
tion to artificial ornaments, which im- 
plies a tacit and unholy compromise 
with the spirit of the world; which 


before the judgement seat of 
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leaves the gay unreformed and the 
pious unprofited; and which in the 
words of Dr. M. “is adapted to 
make those who statedly attend upon 
‘his preaching,’ christian in name, 
but heathen in reality.” —« 

In regard to the courtesy paid to 
the opinions of the world in the sub- 
stance of his discourses, the minister 
has but one path of duty and safety. 
He must preach the substance of the 
gospel, whether man will hear or 
whether he will forbear. Let him 
indeed, as a wise steward in the house 
of God, bring out of his treasures 
things new and ald, distributing to 
every one his portion in due season. 
Let him range through that wide va- 
riety and scope of subject which the 
gospel gives him for * doctrine, re- 
proof, correction, instruction in 
righteousness.” Still, if he would a- 
void the slippery path to fatal error, 
let him not hide any of the moment- 
ous truths of the gospel ina spirit of 
concession toits'enemies. This course 
begun, concession follows, step after 
step, on concession, till the minister 
has no resource left, but to say noth- 
ing or preach another gospel than 
that we have received from apostles. 
A minister cannet long be content to 
say nothing on a subject so momen- 
tous as the plan of salvation; though 
he may a while get up for his hearers 
a few moral essays, or attempt to a- 
muse them with the pretended refuta- 
tion of the rigid orthodox opinions 
of others, yet the time will soon come 
round, when he must say something 
positive respecting his own faith ; and 
the spirit of accommodation to the 
world, by which he has been actuated, 
now forces him to make out a creed 
of error that shall be palatable to 
these whom he seeks to please. We 
believe we are drawing the path of 
many, who have turned aside from 
the faith to ‘damnable heresies.’ 

We know the -pretences that are 
setup by those who are in the high 
road of concession to the worldly and 
the enemies of the gospel ;—how that 
there are different opinions afloat in 
the world ;—how that each one must 
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decide, on his own responsibility, 
what is the truth ;—how that it 1s 
presuming in a minister to urge with 
decisive force his opinions upon oth- 
ers. But we are no advocates for 
introducing this latitudinarianism 1in- 
tothe system of christianity, or the 
instructions of its teachers. The fact 
is, that the enemies of the gospel who 
are demanding concessions to their 
taste, are making as momentous de- 
cisions in denying the truths of the 
gospel and attempting to break down 
iheir force in the minds of others, as 
the minister is called upon to make, 
in deciding in favor of those truths 
and applying them, in all their poten- 
cy, to the reformation Of the worldly. 
Oh, no. In vain do the latitudinar!- 
an disciples of Arius and Socinus, 
seek ashelter in the presumptuous- 
ness of making a decision in favor of 
the high mysteries of christianity ; for 
they have already taken uponthem an 
equal responsibility in deciding agaist 
them, with the hosts of infidelity. Nor 
can they satisfy us, who are address- 
ed by an intelligible gospel and are 
‘ooking forward to a coming day of 
judgment, that we or they can find 
safety, in any or every opinion we 
choose to imbibe, and advocate among 
men, respecting the gospel. We 
<now who hath in efiect said, that 
we are to believe the gospel, as it is, 
and not another, on pain of damna- 
tion; and until we cease to be intelli- 
cent beings, we believe that neither 
we nor they can throw off this dread 
responsibility. We give to christian- 
ity, then, the exclusive character and 
the inflexible spirit which it claims 
ior itself, and sound an alarm against 
ihat sweeping Soofeism, which ad- 
mits into its facile system of salva- 
tion what the Soofi himself denies. 
Seid Ali might say, when pressed with 
the necessity of something to inter- 
vene between our sins and God; 
‘Well, if the death of Christ inter- 
vene, no harms; Soofeism can admit 
this too,’—but not so, the pretended 
believer in the revelation of Jesus. 
There is one only foundation revealed 
to him ef salvation: and if he st 
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not on that, he plunges bimself, and 
his followers, down the precipice of 
eternal destruction. 

With these views, we cannot see 
any undue severity in the epithets be- 
stowed by Dr. M. on the errours of 
Arius and Socinus, in the preceding 
extract; and we cannot but admire 
that spirit of honesty in Dr. Priestley, 
which is seen in the anecdote that 
Dr. M. now makes public. 

The passing inquiries of Dr. M. 
on the practical tendency of the a- 
bove errours, illustrate well the mean- 
ing that we attach to the epithets 
which we would justify. They are 
fatal and destructive to souls in their 
tendency ; and if in any individual 
instances, the poison may be so 
counteracted by other causes, (of 
whose existence, however, no mortal 
knows any thing) as not to work 
death, who would dare, on that unwar- 
rantable supposition, to take it him 
self, or propose it to others as the 
bread of lite? With such an ex- 
planation we are prepared to justify 
the epithets; and no one who has es- 
poused these errours, ever has an- 
swered, or can answer, satisfactorily, 
such an appeal to their practical ten- 
dency, as is made in the preceding 
inquiries of Dr. M. or as has been 
drawn out at full length in the able 
comparison of the Calvanistic and 
Socinian systems, by Dr. Fuller.— 
These errours live not, usually, alone ; 
but in nine-tenths of the instances in 
which either is embraced, there is a 
softening down of the guilt and pun- 
ishment of sia with the lowered char- 
acter of the Saviour from sin; im- 
penitent men are no longer seriously 
viewed as on the brink of an ever- 
lasting hell of unmixed sufferings ; at 
least, benevolence puts not on that 
serious aspect of compassion and ear- 
nestness, in exhorting them to flee 
from the wrath to come, that. the 
presence of such a motive Js calulated 
to inspire. 

Dr. Priestly was honest. Belsham 
was as frank too, in pleading for a 

mol Unitarians from the Or- 
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tial distinction between the class of 
Unitarians to which they belonged, 
and the Arian class, that should any 
more reconcile their worshipping with 
Trinitarians ‘in the same temple,’ 
or rid the orthodox of the impu- 
tation, in their view, of being ¢ idola- 
ters” Accreature born in Bethlehem 
eighteen centuries past, or a creature 
formed in heaven ages before the re- 
maining universe, is but a creature 
still,—nothing before God; living on 
his almighty power, subject to his 
sovereign will, owing all reverence to 
his glories, a spark to that infinite ef- 
fulgence of Jehovah, that fills the 
wide universe; and what subjects of 
the King of heaven and earth, in 
what portion of his dominions, could 
be justified in committing their inter- 
ests, subjecting their wills, ascribing 
their praises to such a creature? Or 
could such a creature himself be jus- 
tified in setting up claims to the su- 
preme affection of any portion of in- 
telligent beings ; would he turn to- 
ward his person the worship of the 
angelic hosts, would he call upon the 
tribes of this world to invoke him 
with highest love, and thus rob the 
God in whom he lived and moved, 
and had his being, of the glory due 
to him from a created universe ? We 
delineate thus what must be the views, 
formed of ‘Trinitarian worship by 
consistent Unitarians. We see not 
then, why Unitarians should feel, on 
their own principles, any great solici- 
tude to be united in worship with 
Trinitarians. We say, on the prin- 
ciples of their faith they should not 
desire it; and it must be on other 
grounds than a love to the purity of 
divine worship, that they do desire it. 

The fourth obstacle to the success 
of gospel ministers in populous cities, 
mentioned by Dr. M. is the tendency 
of particular circumstances, In suci 
places, to harden the heart; among 
which, he specifies familiarity with 
death, and the frequency and publici- 
ty of gross vices. 

The fifth and last, which he noti- 
ces, is that love of variety, aud that 
fondness for refigious dissipation, as 
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he would ask leave to name it, which 
are apt to prevail in populous places. 
We will present our readers with an 
extract under this head. 


But this desire may be, and often has 
been, indulged to excess; especially by 
parents and heads of families. Many has- 
ten from church to church, and from one 
social meeting to another, until every 
hour on the sabbath, and every evening 
in the week, are employed in publick ser. 
viges. In fact, they seem to think that 
they serve God acceptably just in propor- 
tion to the number of pubhe exercises on 
which they can attend. This religious dis- 
sipation—for it really appears to me to de- 
serve no better name—is productive of 
multiplied evils. It interferes, almost en- 
tirely, with that calm self-examination, 
and self-converse, which are so essential 
to a life of growing piety. It abridges, or 
pte in a most fatal degree, that faith. 
ul instruction of children and servants, 
which is indispensable to training up a 
family in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. And it tends to surcharge the 
mind with an amount of spiritual provis- 
lon, Which is never properly digested, or 
likely to be advantageously applied. The 
consequence is, that the young and rising 
generation, in such families, are never 
prepared by adequate training at home to 
hear the gospel with profit. While those 
who are more advanced in life, taking fit- 
tle or no time for meditation and reading 
in private, do not grow as they ought in 
Scriptural knowledge, and remain but 
babes, while they ought to be sfrong men 
in Christ.—pp. 26, 27. 


It is but just to inform our readers, 
who may not peruse the sermon, that 
Dr. M. speaks under this head also, 
with warm commendation, of religious 
exercises on the week. He is, not 
one whom the enemies of revivals of 
religion could quote, as their advo- 
cate against meetings for inquiry and 
for conference. He had not special- 
ly in view, in this passage, a season of 
superior spiritual influences, when 
the revived children of God and con- 
vinced sinners, crowd, with deepened 
interest, to hear the words of eternal 
life; but rather that state of deadness 
in which formality is too much substi- 
tuted for the heart, and gratification 
of novelty, ia the place of growth in 
grace. 

The best remedy however, which 
ean be applied to such superficia! 
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hearers, we think, is to press their 
consciences closely at meetings with 
the demands of duty, rather than 
to advise them to stay at home. At 
least, it must be lett to their conscien- 
ces. under suitable instruction, to de- 
cide on the claims of conflicting du- 
ties. We are not disposed to admit 
it as a general truth, that men are in 
any more danger of neglecting their 
personal, domestic and social duties, 
and their worldly business, who are 
fond of attending religious meetings, 
than others. On the contrary, the 
createst inroads are made .on these 
foundations of good, in the idle meet- 
ings of the worldly. Were we to be 
furnished with the accurate estimates 
of experience on this subject, we hes- 
itate not to believe, that periods of 
deep religious feeling, when desire 
for religious Instruction was great, 
and meetings for the purpose were 
frequent and fully attended, could be 
pointed to in our villages and cities, 
as eras in which, proportionately, per- 
sonal instruction was most rapid, do- 
mestic duties least violated, social 
feuds most banished, the farmer pur- 
sued his business with most industry, 
the merchant his trade with most sat- 
isfaction, the mechanic his art with 
most contentment, and the face of so- 
ciety looked most like the face of na- 
ture, as though God were present in 
his grandeur and beauty to awe and 
to bless, 

We have extended our remarks on 
the particulars under the first head of 
the discourse so far, that we shall 
mereiy state the several considera- 
tions adduced by Dr. M. to illustrate 
the second head of the discourse— 
the peculiar tmportance of preaching 
the Gospel in populous cities. They 
are the following. ‘The need of the 


Gospel to counteract the intensity of 


depravity in such places; the greater 
number of hearers usually addressed 
at once; the influence of cities on the 
character of surrounding regions; the 
struction of those who rely chiefly 
on public exercises; the strangers, 
who from time to time, attend on 
Preaching in snch places: and the 
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amount of literary power and pecun- 
lary means in such places, that ma 
be consecrated to Christ. These 
particular observations, are rapidly 
sketched, without the formality of a 
numerical division; and they present 
a train of truths very interesting to 
pastors and churches in populous 
cities. 

Before we take leave of our author 
and the subject that he has brought to 
our notice, we cannot forbear to sub- 
join a few reflections which have 
been impressed on our minds, and 
which though in their strict applica- 
tion confined to few, may not be with- 
out interest to all our readers. 

‘The first we suggest, is the folly of 
candidates for the ministry indulging 
an aubition to settle in populous pla- 
ces. ‘The reflection is suggested by 
the great difficulty and responsibility 
of the station. 

We make this reflection, because 
the subject presents so favorable an 
opportunity, rather than from any se- 
rious apprehension that such a dispo- 
sition isalarmingly prevalent. 

When the love of Christ and the 
love of souls reign in the heart of the 
minister, he will subordinate other 
considerations to the pursuit of these 
ends. He will be willing, indeed, to 
enter on that station to which his 
Lord calls him in his providence, 
whether it be among the learned or 
the rude, the wealthy or the poor, iu 
the splendid capital or in the humble 
village, in christendom or among the 
rentiles. ‘To lis station of labour, 
he desires to be guided, not by any 
unholy desires, in his own heart, but 
by the gracious providence of that 
Saviour whose servant he isin the 
gospel; persuaded, that if Christ cali 
him to it, he will fit him for it, and 
sustain him in it, and carry bim 
threugh its labours, making him oi 
real service to his kingdom, and pla- 
cing on bim, when his labours: are 
over, “ the crown of glory that fad- 
eth notaway.”” Were anunholy am- 
bition, however, prevalent in his 
heart to secure to himself a station 
in some populous city, were he ta re- 
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tial distinction between the class of 
Unitarians to which they belonged, 
and the Arian class, that should any 
more reconcile their worshipping with 
Trinitarians ‘in the same temple,’ 
or rid the orthodox of the impu- 
tation, in their view, of being ¢ idola- 
ters? Acreature born in Bethlehem 
eighteen centuries past, or a creature 
formed in heaven ages before the re- 
maining universe, is but a creature 
still,—nothing before God; living on 
his almighty power, subject to his 
sovereign will, owing all reverence to 
his glories, a spark to that infinite ef- 
fulgence of Jehovah, that fills the 
wide universe ; and what subjects of 
the King of heaven and earth, in 
what portion of his dominions, could 
be justified in committing their inter- 
ests, subjecting their wills, ascribing 
their praises to such a creature? Or 
could such a creature himself be jus- 
tified in setting up claims to the su- 
preme affection of any portion of in- 
telligent beings ; would he turn to- 
ward his person the worship of the 
angelic hosts, would he call upon the 
tribes of this world to invoke him 
with highest love, and thus rob the 
God in whom he lived and moved, 
and had his being, of the glory due 
to him from a created universe ? We 
delineate thus what must be the views, 
formed of ‘Trinitarian worship by 
consistent Unitarians. We see not 
then, why Unitarians should feel, on 
their own principles, any great solici- 
tude to be united in worship with 
Trinitarians. We say, on the prin- 
ciples of their faith they should not 
desire it; and it must be on other 
grounds than a love to the purity of 
divine worship, that they do desire it. 

The fourth obstacle to the success 
of gospel ministers in populous cities, 
mentioned by Dr. M. is the tendency 
of particular circumstances, in such 
places, to harden the heart; among 
which, he specifies familiarity with 
death, and the frequency and publici- 
ty of gross vices. 

The fifth and last, which he noti- 
ces, is that love of variety, and that 
fondness for re/?igious dissipation, as 
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he would ask leave to name it, which 
are apt to prevail in populous places, 
We will present our readers with an 
extract under this head. 


But this desire may be, and often has 
been, indulged to excess; especially by 
parents and heads of families. Many has. 
ten from church to church, and from one 
social meeting to auother, until every 
hour on the sabbath, and every evening 
in the week, are employed in publick ser. 
vices. In fact, they seem to think that 
they serve God acceptab!y just in propor. 
tion to the number of public exercises on 
which they can attend. This religious dis. 
sipation—for it really appears to me to de. 
serve no better name—is productive of 
multiplied evils. It interferes, almost en- 
tirely, with that calm self-examination, 
and self-converse, which are so essential! 
to a life of growing piety. It abridges, or 
os in a most fatal degree, that faith. 
ul instruction of children and servants, 
which is indispensable to training up a 
family in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. And it tends to surcharge the 
mind with an amount of spiritual provis- 
ion, Which is never properly digested, or 
likely tobe advantageously applied. The 
consequence is, that the young and rising 
generation, in such families, are never 
prepared by adequate training at bome to 
hearthe gospel with profit. While those 
who are more advanced in life, taking fit- 
tle or no time for meditation. and reading 
in private, do not grow as they ought in 
Scriptural knowledge, and remain but 
babes, while they ought to be sfrong men 
an Christ.— pp. 26, 27. 


It is but just to inform our readers, 
who may not peruse the sermon, that 
Dr. M. speaks under this head also, 
with warm commendation, of religious 
exercises on the week. He is, not 
one whom the enemies of revivals of 
religion could quote, as their advo- 
cate against meetings for inquiry and 
for conference. He had not special- 
ly in view, in this passage, a season of 
superior spiritual influences, when 
the revived children of God and con- 
vinced sinners, crowd, with deepened 
interest, to hear the words of eternal 
lite; but rather that state of deadness 
in which formality is too much substi- 
tuted for the heart, and gratification 
of novelty, iv the place of growth in 
grace. 

The best remedy however, which 


ean be applied to such superitcta. 
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jearers, we think, is to press their 
consciences closely at meetings with 
the demands of duty, rather than 
to advise them to stay at home. At 
least, it must be lett to their conscien- 
ces, under suitable instruction, to de- 
cide on the claims of conflicting du- 
ties. We are not disposed to admit 
itas a general trath, that men are in 
any more danger cf neglecting their 
personal, domestic and social duties, 
and their worldly business, who are 
fond of attending religious meetings, 
than others. On the contrary, the 
sreatest inroads are made .on these 
foundations of good, in the idle meet- 
ings of the worldly. Were we to be 
furnisbed with the accurate estimates 
of experience on this subject, we hes- 
jtate not to believe, that periods of 
deep religious feeling, when desire 
for religious Instruction was great, 
and meetings for the purpose were 
frequent and fully attended, could be 
pointed to in our villages and cities, 
as eras in which, proportionately, per- 
sonal instruction was most rapid, do- 
mestic duties least violated, social 
feuds most banished, the farmer pur- 
sued his business with most Industry, 
the merchant his trade with most sat- 
isfaction, the mechanic his art with 
most contentment, and the face of so- 
ciety looked most like the face of na- 
ture, as though God were present in 
his grandeur and beauty to awe and 
to bless. 

We have extended our remarks on 
the particulars under the first head of 
the discourse so far, that we shall 
merely state the several considera- 
tions adduced by Dr. M. to illustrate 
the second head of the discourse— 
the peculiar importance of preaching 
the Gospel in populous cities. They 
are the following. ‘The need of the 


Gospel to counteract the intensity of 


depravity in such places; the greater 
number of hearers usually addressed 
atonce; the influence of cities ou the 
character of surrounding regions; the 
mstruction of those who rely chiefly 
on public exercises; the strangers, 
who from time to time, attend on 
Preaching in sach places: and the 


amount of literary power and pecun- 
lary means in such places, that may 
be consecrated to Christ. These 
particular observations, are rapidly 
sketched, without the formality of a 
numerical division; and they present 
a train of truths very interesting to 
pastors and churches in populous 
Cities. 

Before we take leave of our author 
and the subject that he has brought to 
our notice, we cannot forbear to sub- 
join a few reflections which have 
been impressed on our minds, aud 
which though in their strict applica- 
tion contined to few, may not be with- 
out interest to all our readers. 

The first we suggest, is the folly of 
candidates for the ministry indulging 
an aubition to settle in populous pla- 
ces. The reflection is suggested by 
the great difficulty and responsibility 
of the station. 

We make this reflection, because 
the subject presents so favorable an 
opportunity, rather than from any se- 
rious apprehension that such a dispo- 
sition is alarmingly prevalent. 

When the love of Christ and the 
love of souls reign in the heart ofthe 
minister, he will subordinate other 
considerations to the pursuit of these 
ends. He will be willing, indeed, to 
enter on that station to which his 
Lord calls him in his providence, 
whether it be among the learned or 
the rude, the wealthy or the poor, iu 
the splendid capital or in the humble 
village, in christendom or among the 
gentiles. To his station of labour, 
he desires to be guided, not by any 
unholy desires, in lis own heart, but 
by the gracious providence of that 
Saviour whose servant he is in the 
gospel; persuaded, that if Christ cali 
him to it, he will fit him for it, and 
sustain him in it, and carry bim 
through its labours, making him oi 
real service to his kingdom, and pla- 
cing on him, when his labours are 
over, “ the crown of glory that fad- 
eth notaway.”’ Were anunholy am- 
bition, however, prevalent in his 
heart to secure to himself a station 
in some populous city, were he to re- 
































- 
TY 


ae 


aes 


ee eR ae a 


(<5 © aE 
al 
be eed 


- 
cama 2s 


? 


Lo Pn SRS ho ee Te 


oo 
"=< 


~~ 


may . 
‘ Zs * v- - ~ : a + en de = a) Be ‘ate: . 
. - - ? z ~ a . ae - - : : 
~ z . <ele Ss ; - <a ae > a - ‘ , See ‘A 
> deo et me . v 3 2 tha *: £ % ' ve a : Re es / : 
Ss ea a ot le . oo Natt og xe ett CF wa > eae ey ee — 
a*- ~~ ee 4 " 5 + ae “J m ™ . Sa oe * 
~ beats se . : . a. r+ M4 s - on * a 4 _ = 4 ‘ 
i < %. , ~ A . a he # - , “FT » > wr « . % 9. "aan te 7 Pp 
Pa - “tye ae “4 , : os a et Se : “ “ 1 
ae er 8 ee! al ~~ i we ; se ; 


a 


pghe bork. 


-_ 
eek 
r Sail 


ae 


~“ Pee 






ane ee  - 





eee or 


32 


ject plain and obvious calls of provi- 
dence to humble villages because he 
panted after the name and the emol- 
uments and the literary privileges of 
a city pastor, how if he were success- 
ful in procuring the station, how 
could he hope in it for the presence 
of his Lord ? Thrust into a situation 
of extreme difficulty and temptation, 
by his owa ambition, he might just- 
ly fear that the Lord would abandon 
him to the influence of those world- 
ly motives, in his future course, by 
which he was guided to his situation. 
Such danger attends an aspiring spir- 
it inthe clergy. And after all, what 
is there inthe worldly circumstances 
of a city pastor, that is worth covet- 
ing In the worldly objects that might 
seem so bright in distant prespect ? 
The name of being a city pastor? 
A mere puff of air. No. His rep- 


utation lies not in his station, but in 
his conduct as a minister. ** His hon- 
our,” as the author of the sermon be- 
fore us eloquently remarks, * consists 
In DOING GoopD: his laurels are con- 
vERSIONS ; the highest eulogium that 
can be bestowed upon him, is that 


which is recorded of a minister of 
old—He was a good man, and full 
of the Holy Ghost and of faith,and 
nuch people was added to the Lord.” 
And such a reputation he may ac- 
quire ‘in the bhumblest village in 
christendom, as well as in the most 
splendid of its capitals. What, the 
emoluments of a city pastor? Not 
very often supcriour, when all attend- 
ant circumstances are taken ito con- 
sideration, to those received by the 
clergy in less populous places. What, 
the literary society and privileges of 
the city pastor? To the society of 
the merely literary he can give but 
very few hours of his life, and the 
village pastor will in ordinary cases 
possess an opportunity of early an 
equal degree of intercourse.  Inter- 
views with brethren in the ministry, 
can be enjoyed in most cases by the 
village pastor, as well as by him, toa 
degree that is necessary and_profita- 
ble. And after all, what to the min- 
ister of the gospel. are the Siterary 
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acquisitions and the interviews with 
kindred intellects, which may be af. 
forded him in the city, compared with, 
converse with God and the bible and 
his own heart and kindred souls jn 
Christ—which may be had in vil- 
lages as well,—to fit him to discharge 
with purity of aim, warmth of zeal, 
and patience of labour, the duties of 
that office which it is his highest priv- 
lege io sustain, and which it should 
be his highest ambition to honour ? 
Another reflection we make ou this 
subject, 1s, that it is peculiarly impor- 
tant tor ministers who are settled iy 
populous places, to render their vis- 
its among their people, as much as 
possible, strictly pastoral. The city 
clergy have so much to occupy thei: 
attention and consume their time, 
that their visits among their people 
are wecessarily more seldom than 
those of the country clergyman in his 
parish, not to say thatin most instan- 
ces the families demanding his visits 
are more numerous. His parish can- 
not reasonably demand of him fre- 
quent visits. The families, therefore, 
whom he can meet so seldom, during 
the days of his ministry, he cannot 
afiord to enter and leave’ on visits oi 
mere ceremony. ‘There are civilities, 
which, as a man, he is bound, indeed, 
to observe toward tellow mens; but 
while he carefully observes these, in 
a manuer not to occasion just offence, 
he will not forget that he is a minister 
of Christ and among a people whom 
he is engaged in leading to the Sav- 
iour. ‘The peculiar difficulties oi 
his station in he city, are to be 
met by him, as he goes from house 
to house and not merely in the public 
labours of the Sabbath. If during 
the intercourse of the week with his 
people, he has beea making compli- 
ances with their worldliness; ifamong 
the worldly and the gay and _ the 
thoughtless he have been passing the 
mere ceremonious visits of civility 0! 
aman of the world and have fore- 
borne to address the little circles he 
met en the concerns of their souls 
and eternity, in vain will he expect te 
encounter the tide of a worldly spiri! 
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with success, in his addresses before 
ihe great congregation. His best 
way of encountering the difficulties 
of his situation, is not to 
least to the encroachments which 
the world would make on his testi- 
monies to the grace of God. The 
apostle Paul acted the part of digni- 
ty, yea and of civility, when he tes- 
tified from house to house the gospel 
of Christ. There was consistency 
in such conduct, even the bitterest en- 
emies of the gospel could see it; and 
internally, at least, yield him their 
respect. But if the minister in his 
intercourse among his people con- 
cede the least to their worldly pre- 
judices, and be prevented from ad- 
dressing them, as his station calls 
him to do, on the interesting con- 
cerns of their souls, they see it and 
know their triumph, and he has lost 
his influence over their consciences. 
Let the minister of the gospel in pop- 
nlous cities, then, if he would not be 
borne away by the splendid tempta- 
tations that surround him, resist the 
first encroachments of them, their 
first beginnings. What are the load- 
ed tables of dining festivities, what 
the brilliant splendor of midnight 
parties, to those who are living among 
a people as ambassadors for Christ, 
to beseech them to become reconciled 
to God ? Let a minister forbear visits 
inerely ceremonious among his people 
as much as possible, and engage in 
ihose which are strictly pastoral, and 
he will nor be caught in these snares of 
the worldly. His business it is, as a 
minister, to carry home to the con- 
sciences of others, the demands of the 
Gospel ; his office authorizes him to 
begin the attack on the worldly ; he 
must not wait their attack to waste 
his efforts in mere self-defence ; his 
safety and success lie in acting on 
the offensive and claiming from the 
world their obedience to the gospel of 
Jesus, 

Another reflection we offer, is, that 
the members of churches in populous 
places are under great responsibility 
to be active in the cause of Christ. 

They must not leave their minis- 
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ter to struggle, unaided, against the 
peculiar difficulties of his station.— 
They must not abandon the high 
ground of influence which bélongs to 
their situation. If they dwell daily 
amid the luxuries and dissipation of 
the worldly, if they are conversant 
with the infidel sneers of the preten- 
ded wise, if they see around them a 
prevalent taste for error, if daily oc- 
currences are exerting a powerful ten- 
dency over them and their fellow-cit- 
izens to harden the heart, is there not 
a solemn demand made upon them, 
for superior exertion in the cause of 
Christ? Can they act up to the spi- 
rit of their profession in such circum- 
stances ; can they hold good their ti- 
tle to the christian character, can 
they consult their own safety in such 
circumstances, without displaying a 
superior fervency of prayer, purity of 
example, earnestness of instruction, 
boldness of reproof? We are per- 
suaded, that if the members of city 
churches were more in the habit of 
conversing with their fellow-citizens 
on the truths of the Gospel and 
the concerns of their souls, they 
would act more in conformity to the 
design of their location in such pla- 
ces; that they would exert more of 
their appropriate influence; that they 
would adopt the best means for their 
own purity, enlargement and preser- 
vation, and for stemming the destruc- 
tive tide of surrounding depravity.— 
Yes, it is the very nature of the Gospel 
that its adherents are safe only while 
exerting a warfare against sin; and 
city churches, would they be saved 


‘from the influence of surrounding 


temptations, must not sit idle while 
the enemies of godliness around them 
are active. ‘They must summon to- 
gether their hosts, put on the pano- 
ply of God, unfurl the banner of war, 
sound the note of attack, send forth 
their forces in every direction, and 
give the enemies of God around them 
no peace, till reduced to: the domin- 
ion of Jesus; if they would appropri- 
ate to themselves the promise, and 
secure the rewards, vouchsafed by 
the Lord to one of the seven churel:- 
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es; ‘* Because thou hast kept the 
word of my patience, I also will 
keep thee from the hour of tempta- 
tion.” When we look at Jerusalem, 
Alexandria, Constantinople, Rome, 
Geneva, and behold the once flour- 
ishing churches of Christ trampled 
in the dust by the spirit of the world, 
we see no safety to the churches in 
the populous cities of this growing 
republic, under God, short of their 
most vigilant exertions—exertions 
proportionate to the powerful opposi- 
tion that is continually pressing in 
upon them from the world and threat- 
ening to overwhelm. We will close 
this reflection and the review, with 
the concluding paragraph of the ser- 
mon before us, which may serve as a 
specimen of its styie, and finish the 
train of thought we have just been 
pursuing. 


[ Jan, 


When I look round on this great city, I 
think of Rome, as it was when Paul went 
thither to preach the gospel. I think of 
its prosperity and grandeur in that day ; 
and I ask myself—Where isit now ? Alas! 
its glory is departed! Had Rome been 
faithful to its privileges, it had retained its 
glory to thisday. But it became corrupt 
and corrupting ; and the righteous Gover- 
nour of the world brought upon it his de- 
stroying judgments. My dearly beloved 
brethren, read in the history of that city, 
at once what will be your happiness and 
safety, and where your dangerlies. Your 
happiness and safety will consist in cher- 
ishing the Gospel: in opening your hous- 
es and your hearts, as well as your church, 
to its blessed influence. Your danger will 
lie, in rejecting that Gospel, or in turning 
away from its spirit and power, while you 
bear its name. Behold, I set before you, 
this day, life and death, blessing and curs» 
ing: Therefore chuse life, that your souls 
may live. The Lord bless you and keep 
you! The Lord make his face lo shine upon 
you, and be gracious unto you! The Lord 
eftupen you the light of his countenance, 
and give you peace! AmeNn.—pp. 42, 48, 
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Franklin’s Works have been trans- 
lated into German, and published at 
? P 
Weimar. 


The Society for educating young 
nen for the Ministry of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, in Maryland, 
and Virginia, have resolved to establish 
a Theological Professorship, to be lo- 
cated at William and Mary College, 
or elsewhere, as the society may di- 
rect. It is stated in their Circular Ad- 
dress, that William and Mary College 
‘is now supplied with able professors, 
and with all the securities for procur- 
ing a complete education. The facul- 
ty, with one exception, have offered 
a gratuitous course of instruction to 
all bona fide students of theology. An 
excellent theological library 1s attach- 
ed to the college; and in the event 
of our suceceding in a_ professorship, 
a very valuable private library, be- 
longing toa clergyman of our chureh, 
will be added by that worthy person. 
The living at Willinmsburg is cheap, 
and the climate healthy except during 
the months of vacation, when the pro- 
fessor and students might easily, and 
to the advantage of their health re- 
move fo the upper country.’ 


There are in the city of Vienna, 556 
persons whoare authors by profession, 
and upwards of 50 beoksellers. 


£. 3°. Chiadni, of Vienna, has lately 
published a volume on luminous me- 
teors, (feuer-meteor) illustrated with 
plates, in which work he gives a detail 
of the most important observations 
made by himself and other jearned 
men on these bodies, and the solid 
masses which are known to have fall- 
en from them. To an historical ac- 
count of more than two hundred ang 
eighty meteors of this kind, from which 
detached masses have fallen, he has 
subjoined observations on the nature 
of these bodies, and on those masses 
of native iron which have been thought 
meteoric, though not known to be 
such by observation. M. Scheibers, 
who designed the plates, has added a 
list of all the meteoric specimens, 
whether of stone or iron, which are 
found in the cabinet ef natural history 
at Vicnna. 


C. A. Wahb!, minister at Schneeberg, 
in Saxony, bas published during the 
last year at Leipsic, a work in two 
vols, 8vo. entitled, an introduction to 
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the Bible. The object of the author 
of this work is, to give a more popular 
view of the sacred scriptures, than has 
been common with others of his learn- 
ed countrymen who have written on 
the same subject; and while he has 
collected from the best authors who 
have preceded him, whatever is essen- 
tially necessary to the theologian, he 
has adapted his work for the use and 
benefit of all classes of society. 


Since the termination of hostilities 
on the continent of Europe, sacred. lit- 
erature has evidently revived in Swit- 
gerland, and especially in Geneva. 
The sermons of M. Cellreier are par- 
tially known in this country, by the in- 
teresting review of them in the Chris- 
tian Observer for June last. The son 
of this gentleman, who is likewise one 
of the pastors of Geneva, and professor 
of oriental literature and sacred criti- 
cism, in the college of that city, has 
just published a Hebrew Grammar, 
which promises to afford much aid to 
the cause of biblical learning in that 
country. The author of this gram- 
mar has taken for his guides the best 
grammarians of Germany, particularly 
Schreder and = Gesenius, without, 
however, confining himself servilely 
to their decisions. 


The English government are about 
establishing a Greek University in Ith- 
aca, for the benefit of all the Ionian 
islands. As soon as it was known in 
Ithaca, that lord Guildford bad fixed 
his eye on a particular spot in that ist- 
and for the scite of the proposed semi- 
nary, and had inquired whether the 
same could be purchased, the proprie- 
fors, the Messrs. Zahos, offered the 
land, as a present for the new estab- 
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lishment. Count Zabos, governor of 


the island, in concert with the princi- 
pal inhabitants, immediately opened a 
subscription for the University, which 
has been most liberally filled by al! 
classes of citizens. 


Among the subjects recently pro- 
posed by the French Royal Academy 
of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres, for 

rize dissertations, are the following : 

The state of government, and legisla- 
tion in France, at the time of the ac- 
cession of St. Louis (Louis IX.) to the 


throne, and the effects, at the end of 


his reign, of the institutions of that 
prince, 

A comparison of the monuments, 
which remain of the ancient empire 
of Persia, and of Chaldea, whether ed- 
ifices, bas-reliefs, statues,—or inscrip- 
tions, medais, engraved stones, &c.— 
with the doctrines and religious allego- 
ries contained in the Zendavesta, and 
with the notices of the opinions and 
usages of the Persians, and Chaldeans, 
which are preserved in the Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin and oriental writers, and 
an illustration, as far as may be, of the 
one by the other. 

An inquiry after the historical mon- 
uments of the western nations of Eu- 
rope, and what have been the causes 
of the numerous emigrations of the 
people known under the general name 
of Normans, in the middle age, and an 
abridged history of their incursions 
and establishments throughout ancient 
Gaul. 

The prize for a successful disserta- 
tion in the French academy, is a gold 
medal of the value of 1500 francs. 

Dissertations must be written either 
in the French or Latin language. 
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THEOLOGY. 

A Sermon preached in Haddam, on 
the annual Thanksgiving, November 
50th, 1820; by John Marsh, minister 
in Haddam.— Middletown. 

A Sermon delivered in Boston, on 
the anniversary of the American Edu- 
cation Society, October 4th, 1820; by 
Eberezer Porter, D. D. Bartlet Pro- 
fessor of Sacred Rhetoric in the Theo- 
logical Seminary, Andover. 


The New-England Fathers. A ser- 
mon delivered in the church in ssex- 
street, Boston, Dec. 22nd, 1820; by 
James Sabine, Pastor of that church, 

Religion a Socia! Principle. A Ser- 
mon delivered in the church in Fed- 
eral-street, Boston, Dec. 10, 1820; by 
the Rev. William E. Channing. 

Strictures on a Sermon entitled 
‘Religion a Social Principle’: “hy the 
Rev. Hosea Ballon. 
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{ntroductory Discourse, delivered at 
New-Haven at the opening of the The- 
ological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the United States. 
By Samuel H. Turner, Professor of 
Historic Theology in the Institution. 
évo. Hartford. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Biography of the Signers of the 
DYeclaration of Independence ; by John 
Sanderson. Vol. I. part 1. 8vo.— 
Philadelphia. 

Political State of Italy, hy ‘Theo- 
dore Lyman, Jr. $+0,—Boaton. 
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Journal of Voyages and Travels in 
the interior of North America, to the 
Pacific Ocean, a distance of five thou- 
sand miles. Illustrated by a map of 
the country; by Daniel W. Harmon, 
[isq. 8s0.—Andover. 

An address delivered at Worcester, 
Mass. before the American Antiquari- 
an Society, at the opening of the Anti- 
quarian Hall: by Isaac Goodwin, 8vo. 
Worcester. 

A treatise on Inland navigation, ac- 
companied by a Map: by Robert Mills. 
8vo.—Baltimore. 
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From the Missionary Herald. 


TIFW OF THE MISSIONS, FUNDS, EXPENDI- 
TURES, AND PROSPECTS OF THE AMERI- 
CAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS. 


The Board was instituted in June, 1810, 
and incorporated June 20, 1812. 


The Rev. Samven Worcester, DD. D. of 
Salem, Mass. is the corresponding Secre- 
iary and Clerk of the Prudential Com- 
mittee. 

JEREMIAH Evanrts, .Vo. 22, Pinckney 

Street, Boston, Treasurer. 

I. Mission al Bombay, 1814* 


Rev. Gordon Hall, 1814 
Mrs. Hall, 1816 
Rev. Samuel Newell, 1814 
Mrs. Piilomela Newell, 1818 
Rev. Horatio Bardwell, 1816 
Mrs. Rachel Bardwell, 

tev. Allen Graves, Sis 


Mrs. Mary Graves, 
Rev. John Nichols, 
Mis. Elizabeth Nichols. 
If. Mission in Ceylon, 1816. 
tev. James Richards, 1816 
Mrs. Sarah Riebards, 
Rev. Benjamin C. Meigs, 
Mrs. Meigs, 
tev. Daniel Poor, 
Mrs. Susan Poor, 


* The missionaries arrived at Bombay, 
Feb. 11, 1813; but did not consider them- 
selves as settled in tiie mission, till the be- 
ginning of 1814. The dates in this sum- 
mary, refer to the time when the respec- 
tive. Missions were established, and the 
time when the missionaries became at- 
tached to the missions under which their 
names now stand. Where no date stands 
against a name, the date next above is the 
‘rae one 


Rev. Levi Spaulding, 1812 
Mrs. Mary Spaulding, 

Rev. Miron Winslow, 

Mrs. Harriet L. Winslow, 

Rev. Henry Woodward, 

Mrs. Woodward, 

Dr. John Scudder, 

Mrs. Maria Scudder, 


Mr. James Garret, Printer.’ 
III. Mission among the Cherokees. 


Rev. Ard Hoyt, 1dlé 
Mrs. Hoyt, 

Rev. Daniel S. Butrick, 

Rev. William Chamberlain, 

Mrs. Flora Chamberlain, 

Rev. William Potter,t 1820 
Mrs. Potter. 


Mr. Moody Hall, Teacher, 1817 
Mrs. Hall, 
Miss Sarah Hoyt, Teacher, 1818 


Miss Anne Hoyt, Helper, 

Mr. Milo Hoyt, Teacher, 

Mr. Abijah Conger, Farmer and Me- 
chanic, 181¢ 

Mrs. Conger, 

Mr. John Vail, Farmer, 

Mrs Vail, 

George Halsey, Mechanic, 

Dr. Elizur Butler, 1S20 

Mrs. Butler, 

Mrs. Ann Paine, Teacher. 


IV. Mission among the Choctaws. 
Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, 1812 





* Mr. Garrett sailed from Boston, Apri: 
6, 1820 and it is probable he rcached Cey- 
lon early in the ensuing fall. 

t The Rev. Mr. Potter, and his associ- 
ates left New-Haven, Con. about the firsi 
of November; and it is supposed they 
may have joined the mission about the 
close of the year. 
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Mrs. Sarah B. V. Kingsbury, 1819 
Rey. Alfred Wright. 1820 


Mr. Loring S. Williams, Teacher, 

Mrs. Matilda Williams, 

Mrs. Judith C. Willams, 1819 
Mr. Moses Jewell, Mechanic, 

Mrs. Jewell, 

Dr. William W. Pride, 

Mr. Anson Dyer, Teacher and 


Farmer, 1820 
Mr. Zech. Howes, Veacher and 

Farmer, 
vir. Joel Wood, Teacher and 

Farmer, 


Mrs. Wood, 

Mr. John Smith, Farmer,* 

Mies. Smith, 

Mr. Calvin Cushman, Teacher and 
Farme;, 

Mrs. Cushman, 

Mr. Elijah Bardwell, Teacher and 
Farmer, 

Mrs. Bardwell. 

Mr. William Hooper, Teacher and 
Mechanic, 

Miss Hannah Thatcher, Teacher, 

Miss Judith Frissel, Teacher, 


V. Mission among the Cherokees on the 
Arkansaw. 


Rev. Alfred Finney, 1820 
Mrs. Finney, 

Rev. Cephas Washburn, 

Mrs. Washburn, 


Mr. Jacob Hitchcock, Teacher and 
Farmer, 

Mr. James Orr, Teacher §- Farmer, 

Miss Minerva Washburn Teacher, 

Vi. Sandwich Islands. 

Rev. Hiram Bingham,t 

Mrs. Siby: M. Bingham, 

Kev. Asa Thurston, 

Mies. Lucy Thurston, 


Mr. Daniel Chamberlain, Farmer. 

Mrs. Jerusba Chamberlain, 

Dr. Thomas Holman, 

Mrs. Lucia Holman, 

Mr, Samuel Whitney, Teacher and 
Mechanic, 

Mrs. Mercy Whitney, 

Mr. Samuel Ruggles, Teacher, 

Mrs. Nancy Ruggles, 

Mr. Etisha Loomis, Prinier. 

Mrs. Maria T. Loomis. 

John Honooree, 

Thomas Hopco, 

William YVennooe, 


| Native 
| pernpeer tf 
George Sandwich, ) 


Teachers. 





* Mr. Smith and his associates left their 
homes in September; and it is supposed 
they may have joined the mission in De- 
cember. 

i This mission embarked Oct. 23, 1819, 
and, as is hoped, reached the Islands in 
the ensuing spring. George Sandwich saii- 
ed from Boston. Nev 37, 1820 
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VII. Mission lo Palestine. 
Rey. Levi Parsons, 1820 
Rev. Pliny Fisk. 





From the Missionary Herald. 


EXTRACT OF THE REPORT OF THE 
PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


Foreign Mission School. 


This consecrated Seminary was insti- 
tuted in the autumn of 1816, and opened 
in the beginning of May 1817. There be- 
long to it a commodious edifice for the 
School, a good mansion house, with a 
barn and otber out buildings, and a gar- 
den for the Principal ;—a house, barn, &c. 
with a few acres of good tillage land for 
the Steward and Commons:—all situated 
sufficiently near to each other and to the 
congregational meeting-house, in the 
south parish of Cornwall, Con.—and 
eighty acres of excellent wood land, about 
a mile and a half distant. 

The object of the scbool as set forth in 
the constitution, is—“ The education in 
our own country of heathen youths, in such 
manner, as, with subsequent professional in- 
struction will qualify them to become useful 
missionaries, physicians, surgeons, school- 
masters, or interpreters; and to communi- 
cate to the heaihen nations such knowledge 
in agriculture and the arts, as may prove the 
means of promoting christianity and criliz- 
ation.” As these youths are designed for 
a higher education, than is expected to be 
obiained at our mission schools in heathen 
countries, it is deemed of no small impor- 
tance, (hat they be only such as are of 
suitable age, of docile dispositions, and of 
promising talents. 

In the constitution there is a provision, 
that youths of our own country, of ac- 
knowledged piety may be admitted to the 
school, al their own expense, and at the 
discretion of the agents. 

la the first year of the school twelve 
youths were admitted—ten from heathen 
lands and two natives of Connecticut. 
Of these, Henry Obookiah, John Honoo- 
ree, ‘thi mas Ropoo, and William Ten- 
nooe, liad before been objects of christian 
liberality, and for some time under chris- 
tian instruction. ‘The raised hopes, foun- 
ded under providence, on the unquestion- 
ed piety, the distinguished talents, end the 
excellent character of Obookiah, termina- 
ted in bis triumphant departure from these 
earthly scenes, before the first vear of the 
school had expired. Of his three com- 
panions, Honooree, Hopoo, and ‘lennooe, 
Mr. Ruggles, one of the two Connecticut 
youths, aud George Tamoree, particu- 
lira mention bas been made under the 
head of the Sandwich Island Mission. 
Of the other six, admitted the first year, 
James Ely, the other Convecticut youth, 
and George Sandwich and Willian Kum- 
moa-olah from the Sandwich Islands, are 
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still members of the school; one bas been 
dismissed for misbehaviour, one for inca- 
pacity, and the other is absent. 

From year to year, since the first, 
youths of different nations have been ad- 
mitted ; two or three of whom, after long- 
er or shorter trial, have been dismissed .— 
Care however, has been taken, that those, 
who have been dismissed, should be pla- 
ced in good families, where they might 
still have the benefit of christian instruc- 
tion. 

The present number of pupils is twen- 
ty-nine ; four from the Sandwich Islands— 
one trom Otaheite—one from the Mar. 
quesas—one Malay—eight Cherokees— 
two Choctaws—three of the Stockbridge 
Tribe—-two Oneidas-—one ‘Tuscarora-— 
two Caughnewagas-—one Indian youth 
from Pennsylvania, and three youths of 
our own country. 

Under the instruction of the able and 
highly respected Principal, the Rev. Mr. 
Daggett, and his very capable and faith- 
ful assistant, Mr. Prentice,-the -improve- 
ment of the pupils, in general, has been 
increasing and satisfactory, and in not a 
few instances uncommouly good. Be- 
sides being taught in various branches of 
learning, and made practically acquainted 
with the useful arts of civilized life; they 
are instructed constantly and with espe- 
cial care in the doctrines and duties of 
christianity. Nor has this instruction 
been communicated in vain. Of the thir- 
ty-one heathen youths—including with 
the twenty-six now at school, the deceas- 
ed Obookiah, and the four, who have 
sone with the mission to their native Isl- 
ands—seventeen are thought to have giv- 
en evidence of a living faith in the gospel ; 
and several others are very seriously 
thoughtful on religious concerns. The 
Lord, in his sovereign goodness, has made 
it strikingly manifest, that his face is to- 
ward this favored seminary, and that his 
Ulessing rests upon it. May it be eminent- 
ly instrumental in making known the glo- 
ry of his name in many lands, and of 
bringing maltitudes of different nations 
and tongues to une in songs of ever- 
lasting joy and praise. 


Expenditures and Receipts. 

Since the last Annual Meeting, your 
Committee have sent forth to different 
fields 23 men and 13 women: 10 men 
and 7 women to the Saudwich Islands 
—1 man to Ceylon—2 mento Western 
Asia—8 men and 6 women to the 
Choctaw nation—and 2 men to the 
Cherokees of the Arkansaw. Of the 
men, 5 are ordained missionaries—1 is 
a physician, 1 is a printer, and the rest, 
hesides being skilled in husbandry and 
various Mechanical arts, are men of 
vizorous and well informed minds, in 


» 
sound bodies, inured to Inbour,—and 
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of approved civil and Christian charac. 
ter; 4 are men in middle life with wel} 
governed and well educated families,-~ 
the rest, young men, 8 of whom are 
married ; the most of them have beer, 
exercised in the instruction of schools, 
and all of them are deemed well quali- 
fied to take part in the arduous, beney. 
olent, and sacred work of evangelizing 
and civilizing pagan and uncultured 
people. 

The fitting out of missionaries, and 
getting them to the fields of labour, 
must be attended with no inconsider- 
able expense. Many things are to be 
done in the preparations, requiring va- 
rious attentions, and journeyings, and 
labours, and Occasioning numberless 
contingent expenses. Many articles 
are comprised in the necessary outfits 
and provision, for the individuals, and 
families, and establishments. And con- 
veyances by water or by land are ex- 
pensive. 

The total expense of the Sandwich 
Mission, paid from the Treasury, be- 
sides much which was given by libera! 
individuals in various articles not inclu- 
ded in the Treasurer’s account, was 
somewhat morethan $10,000. Of this 
sum $224 were paid for the travelling 
expenses of the Members of the Mis- 
sion,—$275 for transportation of bag- 
gage to Boston,— $2,500 for passage to 
the Islands,—alinost $2,000 for stores 
for the use of the missionaries on their 
passage and after their arrival,—almost 
$1,000 for family furniture, clothing, 
and mechanical and agricultural imple- 
ments,—$775 for printing press and 
apparatus,—and $886 for mathemati- 
cal, philosophical, and surgical instiu- 
ments, 

To persons not conversant with 
these matters, these items and the total 
amount might appear extravagant. 
And yet in proportion to the magni- 
tude of the mission the expenditure 
was small. It would appear so on 
comparison with the cost of English 
missions. 

If it costs less to fit out and convey 
men to our stations in the wilderness 
of our own Country, it does not howev- 
er cost less to get an establishmen! 
there into operation, or in its early 
stages to maintain it. And during the 
year, the missionaries already in the 
field were to be provided for, and the 
establishments already in operation to 
be supported, as well as new men to 
be sent out and new establishments to 
be commenced, 
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Within the year the Treasury has 
disbursed for the Bombzy Mission, 
37,221—for the Ceylon, $7,155—for 
the Cherokee, $9,967—for the Choc- 
taw, $10,414-for the Arkansaw, $1,150 
_-for the Palestine, $2,348—for the 
Foreign Mission School, $3,350—and 
for all the objects and purposes of the 
Board, $57,420. 

{t was not to be expected—especial- 
ly if the distressing scarcity, or stagna- 
tion of the circulating medium were 
considered,—that there would be in 
the year an advance, upon the receipts 
of preceding years, equal or propor- 
tionate to the large additions made to 
our missions, or the consequent aug- 
mentation of expense. It is not in- 
deed according to the general course 
of things, that in the management of 
extensive and progressive concerns, 
public or private—incurring large ex- 
penditures, and depending upon many 
contingencies—the receipts in each 
year should be very exactly or nearly 
proportionate to the disbursements. 
In one year the disbursements will 
come short of the receipts,—in other 
years they will go beyond them ; even 
in concerns conducted upon the sound- 
est principles, and with the greatest 
success. It has been so with the con- 
cerns of this Board. In some former 
years there was a surplus of income 
which was kept in reserve, to be used 
in succeeding years, as the exigencies 
or interests of the Institution should 
require, 


Donations to the Board. 


The donations, contributions and 
henefactions, from societies, churches, 
congregations, and individuals, receiv- 
ed at the Treasury, within the year 
ending with the last month, amounted 
to $36,509; and the income from the 
permanent fund, and other sources, to 
$2,600, making inthe totalsum $39,000. 
This, as will be seen, comes short of 
the total amount of expenditures by 
313,000.—For the supply of the defi- 
ciency, it has been found necessary to 
draw upon the disposahle fands of the 
Board, xccurmulated from preceding 
years. 

Though these receipts are not equal 
to the disbursements, yet your com- 
mittee have the high gratification to 
state,—and they would do it with a 
stateful sense of the liberality of indi- 
viduals and of the Christian public, 
and with devout thankfulness te the 
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God of all grace,—-that the donations 
exceeded those of any preceding year 
by $2,600. This deserves more espe- 
cial notice on account of the scarcity 
or stagnation, before alluded to. Al- 
lowing for the embarrassment and dis- 
tress, arising from this cause, and felt 
in all parts of the eountry, and by all 
classes of the community—it were 
moderate to consider $36,600, given 
in this last year, as being equal to 
$50,000 in times as they were in pre- 
ceding years. Andin this ratio, it may 
be right in point of justice, and grati- 
tude, and encouragement, and confi- 
dence,—to estimate the increase of 
liberality in the community towards 
the objects of the Board. 

And it is deemed proper, and of 
some importance to be noted, that this 
increase of liberality, is not to he at- 
tributed to extraordinary efforts in the 
way of solicitation orexcitement. Ef- 
forts of that kind were even less abun- 
dant and less expensive than in former 
years. Little, indeed, was done, ex- 
cepting by an Address of the Commit- 
tee to the Auxiliaries and Patrons, and 
Benefactors and Friends of the Board ; 
and a considerable number of brief lo- 
ral agencies in connexion with it. OF 
the manner in which this Address was 
every where received and answered, 
the Committee would find it impossi- 
ble adequately to express their grateful 
sense. It afforded a proof, inestimably 
valuable, of the affectionate and stable 
and liberal confidence and attachment 
of the Christian community towards 
the Board, and its great object. 

Besides the donations in money, nu- 
merous contributions have been made 
in various articles for the missions, 
These are not included in the Treasu- 
rer’s account; and the amount of value 
cannot be ascertained. It 1s not, how- 
ever, inconsiderable. For the Sand- 
wich Mission a noble spirit of liberality 
was displayed ;_ particularly in the pla- 
ces and ricinities where the missiona- 
ries had resided; and in Boston, Sa- 
lem, and in some of the neighbouring 
towns, of whose cheering liberality ev- 
ery mission has participated. And for 
the Cherokee and Choctaw missions, a 
spirit not less noble has been manilest+ 
ed, and continually increasing and 
spreading. From more than a hun- 
dred different places in the north and 
in the south—boxes of clothing, of al- 
most every kind suitable for the chil- 
dren of the schools—and some for the 










































[morning a 


tree 
are 


— 


“ : : + - _- = -_e . = P 
Pease ee eee ee 


= 
he 3 
a a 


i. - 


pe es 
me = 


AO Religious Intelligence. [Jan 


missionaries and their families—have 
been prepared and sent forward. Of 
about a fifth part of them, the value 
was estimated and marked by the do- 
nors; and the amvunt is about $1,140. 
This taken as a general average, 
would give the amount of the whole at 
$5,700. This sum, added to the 
$36,500 in money, would make a total 
of $42,200. 

The articles of clothing are chiefly 
the fruits of female benevolence ;—that 
rich and perennial source, whose 
streams give life and beauty to Zion, 
and shall make the wilderness glad, 
and the desert to rejoice and blossom 
as the rose. 


“We ought to be very grateful to 
God,” says the Brainerd Journal, “ for 
putting it into the hearts of his chil- 
dren, to send from the most remote 
parts of the United States, these sea- 
sonable supplies—to cover these na- 
ked children of the forest, and in that 
way to evince the power and excellen- 
cy of his Gospel, which he has com- 


manded to be preached to every crea- 


ture.” 
Liberality of the Choctaws. 


To these donations from the Chris- 
tian community, ought surely to be ad- 
ded, and with a strong note of grateful 
admiration, the unprecedented dona- 
tions of the Choctaws. 

That poor, pagan, and lost people 
of the wilderness have, within a year, 
pledged the annual sum of $6,000, to 
be received by them from the govern- 
ment, duriag the whole time it shall be 
paid, that is, for 16 or 17 years to 
come, in aid of the operation of this 
Board, for the instruction of them- 
selves and their children in Christianity 
and civilization. 


Patronage of the Government. 


The Board have been made acquaint- 
ed heretofore, with the patronage af- 
forded to our Indian missions by the 
general government, with a view, ex- 
pressly, to the instruction of the In- 
dians in the arts of civilized life. At 
the commencement, assurance was gi. - 
en by the Executive thet for each es- 
tablishment the expences of erecting a 
school house and a dwelling house 
should be defrayed from the public 
funds, and that a specified number of 
certain kinds of implements and uten- 
ei's for husbandry and domestic manu- 


facture should be furnished. “ The 
limited appropriations for the Indiay 
Department,” said the Secretary of 
War at the time, “ will, for the presen: 
preclude the Executive Government 
from extending a more liberal patron. 
age to the Board, in their laudable ef. 
forts for the accomplishment of ob. 
jecis so very desirable.” Agreeably, 
however, toa hope then expressed by 
the Secretary, Congress has passed a 
law for an appropriation of $10,000 
year, to be applied under the direction 
of the President to the instruction of 
the Indian tribes. Of this sum, $1000 
is “for the present allowed to our es- 
tablishment at Brainerd, and $1000 to 
that at Elliet.” “ When,” says the 
Secretary, “ the Department is in pos- 
session of the necessary information 
[respecting the several establishments 
commenced by this board and other 
Societies] a more full and complete 
distribution will be made, agreeably to 
prescribed regulations.” 

The favorable disposition manifest- 


_ed by the government, and with in- 


creasing strength and benignity, to- 
wards the great object of civilizing the 
Aborigines, is tu be most gratefully re- 
cognized and highly valued; not only 
on account of the direct pecuniary aid 
affurded ; but more especially for the 
security which it gives to the Abori- 
gines themselves, to those who are en- 
gaged in this labour of benevolence on 
their behalf, and to the whole christian 
community, respecting them. An op 

osite disposition or policy would b 
of dark and disastrous aspect. 

For these Indian establishment: 
bowever, and for our more distant mis- 
sions, money, much money will yet be 
required. It is not to be dissembled 
that to maintain the several mission:. 
and establishments now under the di 
rection of the board, in the vigorous 
operation which should be desired. 
will cost scarcely less in each succes- 
sive year, than the amount ef the fast 
year’s disbursements. And yet the 
field is wide; and yet more missions 
are urgently needed and demanded.— 
Thanks to the All-bounteous Sove- 
reign of the world, the christian com- 
munity in this favored land are abun- 
dantly able to supply the requisite 
funds, not only for the missions already 
sent out, but for the support of many 
more. Nor is there aty reason 10 
doubt that the same Divine InFiu- 
ENCE, Which has so wonderfully raised 














,$21.] 


and diffused the spirit of benevolence, 
during these first ten years, will raise it 
still higher, and diffuse it more widely. 


Summary of Receipts and Expenses. 


In these ten years there has been 
paid from the Tieasury of the Board 
the total sum of $201,600.—For the 
missions to the East—Bombay and 
Ceylon—just about $100,000—for the 
Missions to the American Aborigines 
$51,000—for the mission to the Sand- 
wich Islands, $10,470—for the Pates- 
tine Mission, $2,350—for the Foreign 
Mission School $17,340, and for vari- 
gus subordinate and contingent objects 
and purposes $20,000. 

In the same period the Treasury has 
received the total sum of about $235,- 
000. Of this amount something more 
than $220,000 were given by benevo- 
lent individuals, males and females, as- 
sociated and unassociated, In donations 
and bequests for the general and par- 
ticular objects of the board; and the 
remaining sum of about $15,000 were 
the proceeds of monies invested, books 
sold, &c. Besides the monies paid 
into the Treasury, many liberalities 
nave been bestowed in various articles, 
in different ways, and to no inconsid- 
erable aggregate. But the amount, 
whatever should be the estimate, is to 
be added to the regularly accounted for 
expenditures, as well as to the regular- 
ly entered receipts. 

Of the sum expended, much has ne- 
cessarily been consumed, yet not a lit- 
tle remains for important and durable 
use, 

In the ten years there have been re- 
ceived under the patronage and direc- 
tion of the Board, as missionaries and 
assistants, 62 men, and 48 women—in 
all 110. Of this number, three—Mrs. 
Harriet Newell, the Rev. Edward 
Warren, and Mr. A. V. Williams,—- 
have been called to their reward: ten, 
31x men and four women, have left the 
service—three on change of sentiment 
—five on account of impaired health, 
and two from discontentment—and 
nine are yet at home, waiting with de- 
sire to be sent forth to their work.— 
Kighty-eight—49 men and 39 women, 
are now either in the fields respective- 
ly assigned to them, or on their way 
to them ;—25 in the East—2 in West- 
ern Asia—17 in the Sandwich Islands 
—and 44 in the countries of the Amer- 
tean Aborigines. Upon the same funds, 
and engaged in the same cause, are the 
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Rev. Principal of the Foreign Mission 
School and his worthy assistant. 

Cf the men now under the patron 
age and direction of the board, rwen- 
TY-SIX ARE ORDAINED MINISTERS OF 
THE GOSPEL, educated, the most of 
them, in Literary and Theological 
Seminaries of the first order in our 
country; two are especially designed 
for ordination; and the rest are ap- 
proved men for the various depart- 
ments of the general work, as Cate- 
chists and School-masters, Agricultu- 
rists and Mechanics. All of them, the 
Principal and assistant of the Foreign 
Mission School excepted, have given 
themselves devotedly for life to this ar- 
duous and holy service, and the most 
of them, with the same spirit of devo- 
tion and sacred disinterestedness, have 
given also all their possessions, which, 
in not a few instances, were of very 
considerable amount. Of the women. 
mention proportionably commendato- 
ry might be made. 


School aft Cornwall. 


At home is the Foreign*® Mission 
School, designed for the thorough edu- 
cation of promising youths from differ-- 
ent heathen lands ;—an_ Institution 
firmly established in the hearts of 
christians, in a highly prosperous state, 
and blest most signally with heavenly 
influences. Abroad belonging to our 
several missions are more than 50 
Free Schools, in which there can 
scarcely be fewer, probably there are 
now more, than 3000 children, Hin- 
doo, Tamul, Jewish, Cherokee and 
Choctaw, under christian instruction ; 
not less than 300 of whom are board- 
ing or family pupils, lodged, and fed, 


and educated, as under the especiat 


care of missionaries. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE REV. MR. CONNOR 
(Concluded from p. 653, Vol. IL.) 


During Mr. Connor’s residence at 
Jerusalem, the ‘ Latin and Greek Eas. 
ters’ were celebrated with much pomp, 
but our limits will not permit us to give 
an account of the various ceremonies. 
The number of Pilgrims who annually 
visit Jerusalem, Is very considerable. 
In the year 1820, they amounted to 
3131; of these 1600, were Grecks : 
1309 Arminians ; 150 Copts ; 56 Cath- 
olics, chiefly from Damacens: 1 Aliyve- 
sinjan; 80 Syrians. 
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Mr. Connor writes, ‘I have been with 
the Pilgrims to the River Jordan. We 
left Jerusalem about seven in the morn- 
ing, accompanied by Messrs. Grey and 
Hyde, two English travellers. 

A great portion of the Pilgrims had 
preceded us. The streets of Jerusa- 
lem were all life and bustle. ‘To avoid 
the confusion, we left the city by the 
gate of Bethlehem ; and, passing along 
the north side, fell in with the train of 
Pilgrims at the gate of St. Stephen. 
The scene was very lively. The path 
through which we passed, down mount 
Moriah, across the valley of Jehosha- 
phat, and up the side of Olivet, was 
lined witb people who came to witness 
the procession. Turkish band of 
music, leaving the gate of St. Stephen, 
and accompanied with banners, pro- 
ceeded with us as far as a tree on Oll- 
vet, under which the Governour of Je- 
rusalem, with his court, was seated. 
Guns were fired at intervals. 

In about three quarters of an hour 
after we had started, we passed through 
Bethany, a little miserable village.—— 
Shortlyafter we descended into a deep 
valley. The appearance of the Pil- 
grims, with the immense train of cam- 
els, horses, mules, &c. was here truly 
picturesque. The Pilgrims, Muleteers, 
and Guards, formed a body of about 
2300 persons. The country, through 
which we passed, was barren and des- 
olate beyond description. 

At length, after having crossed a 
number of hills, we descended into the 
plain of Jericho. Iv the midst of this 
plain appears a large verdant tract, 
like an Oasis in the Desert ; and here, 
embosomed in trees, stands the wretch- 
ed mud-built village of Jericho. About 
half past twelve we arrived on the edge 
of the Oasis, and encamped. A large 
extent of ground was covered with the 
tents. Anable artist might have made 
a very interesting picture of the scene. 
He would have introduced the nume- 
rous and variously coloured tents-~ 
the diversified costumes of the Pil- 
grims—-the Turkish Huorse-soldiers, 
wiih their elegant dress, and long 
spears galloping across the plain-——w ith 
camels and horses reposing. We spent 

the remainder of the day here. About 
half pee three the next morning, we 
all set out, by torch-light, for the Jor- 
dan. The appearance of the Pilgrims 
moving in numerous detached parties, 
with their flambeaux, across the plain, 
wis sipgular and striking. 
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The sun rose, shortly before we ar- 
rived at the brink of the river. There 
men, women, and children, stripped 
and plunged into the water. Many 
employed themselves, while in the riv- 
er, in washing, and thus sanctifying 
the Jinen which they destined for their 
grave-clothes. 

The Jordan, at the spot where the 
Pilgrims bathed, is beautifully pictur- 
esque. Its breadth may be about twen- 
ty yards ; and it is shaded on both 
sides by the thick foliage of closely 
planted trees. The water appeared 
turbid, and was not deep. 

Some Turkish horsemen dashed 
through the river, and rode to and fro, 
in the grove on the opposite side, to 
protect the Pilgrims from the guns of 
the Bedouins, many of whom were as- 
sembled to watch the ceremony. 

On returning from the water, the 
Pilgrims employed themselves in cut- 
ting brancises from the trees, to carry 
home with them, as memorials of the 
Jordan. They then mounted their 
beasts, and returned to their former 
Station on the plain. 

Our party set off from the Jordan 
with prince Avaloff (a Georgian) and 
his suite, to the Dead Sea, where we 
arrived in about two hours and a half. 
We rambled about, for some time, on 
the borders of this ‘lake, which covers 
the ashes of Sodom and Gomorrah. I! 
tasted the water, and found it exces- 
sively nauseous. Some of the party 
bathed. 

On our return we traversed the fer- 
tile part of the plain—passed through 
the village of Jericho—and returned to 
our tents about noon. Most of the 
Pilgrims had already started for Jeru. 
salem. After taking a slight refresh- 
ment, we returned to the city by the 
same way that we had come, and en- 
tered by the gate of St. Stephen.’ 

Mr. Connor subsequently visited 
Derel Kamr, the Metropelis of the 
Druses, on Mount Lebanon. * Mr. Ber- 
trand had given me a letter to his 
brother, physician to the Emir Bechir: 
and this gentleman introduced me _ to 
the Prince. I sat some time with him 
and conversed on various subjects, Mr. 
Bertrand acting as interpreter. The 
Prince made many inquiries about 
England; and respecting his friend 
Sir Sydney Smith, who formerly sa- 
ved him from the vengeance of Djez- 
zar, Pacha of Acre. Since that peri- 
od, the Prince has always manifested 
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an affectionate attachment to the Eng- 
lish. He ordered an apartment to be 
prepared for me in the Palace at Der 
el Kamr. 

The number of the Druses may be 
about 70,000. Of these 20,000 men 
are capable of bearing arms. 

Schools are pretty frequent. I had 
been told that there was a great num- 
ber of christians among the Druses; 
this, however, I find is not the case.— 
The Emir Bechir, with his family and 
some of the other Nobles of the nation 
have received Baptism, have their 
children baptized, have chapels in their 
houses, and hear Mass every Sunday. 
The rest of the natives are hostile to 
the christians. 

Mr. Connor visited Damascus, Trip- 
poli and Aleppo. The Greeks under 
the Patriarch of Aniioch may amount 
to 20,000; and, of these, about 4000 
are in Damascus. The rest of the 
christian population of Damascus con- 
sists of Catholics, Latins, Maronites, 
Greeks, &c. 16,000, Armenians 150, 
Nestorians 70. 

The Jews of Damascus may amount 
to 2500. The Jews throughout the 
Pachalics ef Damascus and Acre pos- 
sess more liberty than in most parts of 
Turkey. The prime ministers of the 
two Pachas are Jews and brothers, 
and, by their power and influence, 
which are great, shield their nation, to 
a considerable degree, from oppression 
and violence. 

The christian population of Aleppo 
may be thus enumerated :——Greek 
Catholics 14,000, Maronites 2000, Syr- 
ian Catholics 5000, Nestorians 100, 
Armenian Catholics 8000, Armenian 
Schismatics (as they are called) 2000, 
Greeks under the Patriarch of Antioch 
200. 

The Propaganda edition of the Ara- 
bic Bible, is exclusively acceptable in 
Syria. 
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MISSIONS OF THE MORAVIANS. 


The missionary establishments of 
the United Brethren, are numerous, 
and have long excited the attention and 
admiration of the christian world.— 
Their periodical accounts are interest- 
Ing, but our limits permit us only to 
publish the following : 
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From the Missionaries on the Coust of 
Labrador. 


Oxxak, Sept. 1, 1819. 

Dearest Brethren—You will rejoice 
to hear that the gospel continues to 
show its power in the hearts of our Es- 
quimaux; and of rough, wild, and 
proud heathen, to make repenting sin- 
ners, and humble followers of Jesus, 
who seek and find pardon and deliver- 
ance from the power of sin, in the all- 
sufficient atoning sacrifice of Jesus a- 
lone. We even hear heathen, who 
come from afar, declarethemselves now 
convinced that Jesus is stronger than 
their Torngak, (a spirit, as they say, 
influencing both the good and the bad.) 
It happened lately that a woman who 
had been here for some time on a visit 
to a relation, on her return found her 
husband engaged in practising witeh- 
craft, with a view to call in his. Torn- 
gak, that he might have success in 
catching seals. The woman immedi- 
ately began to repeat some _ verses, 
which she had learnt during her abode 
here. At first the man would not be 
disturbed, but proceeded in his conjur- 
ations, till at last he declared that Je- 
sus was the strongest, and kept his 
Torngak from approaching. 

Most of the members of our congre- 
gation become, through mercy, more 
firmly grounded on the only true foun- 
dation, Christ Jesus; and in some 
young people, whose conduct former- 
ly gave us great concern, the grace of 
God our Saviour has effected so mar- 
vellous a change, that they now desire 
to be and remain the property of Je- 
sus, and to be delivered, by his power, 
from the dominion of sin. But while 
you praise the Lord for such a bright 
display of his goodness towards us, we 
entreat you also to join us in fervent 
supplication that he may continue to 
show his power among us, remove a}} 
insincerity, and make us more than ev- 
er a congregation, bringing glory to 
his saving name. 

During the year past eight persons 
have come to us from among the hea- 
then, eight have become candidates for 
baptism ; six adults and thirteen chil- 
dren were baptised ; and thirteen were 
made partakers of the Holy Commun- 
ion. Dore children departed this life. 
The Esquimaux congregation at Ok. 
kak consists at present of 96 baptized 
adults, of whom 55 are communicants, 
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64 babtized children, 37 candidates for 
baptism, and 53 new people ; in all of 
255 inhabitants of this place. The 
schools have been held, with the differ- 
ent classes, as punctually as circum- 
stances would allow. The scholars 
came diligently and showed great at- 
tention; and the printed portions of 
the scriptures have been mwnade use of 
with much edification and benefit. We 
therefore request you to present to the 
venerable Bible Society our most un- 
feigned thanks for the valuable present 
they have again sent us, of the Acts of 
the Apostles, printed for the use of our 
Esquimaux ; and we rejoice already in 
prospect of the great blessings our dear 
people, young and old, will derive 
trom the perusal. For they value the 
Scriptures above every other gift, and 
always carry the books with them, as 
their choicest treasure, whenever they 
¢o from us to any distance, that they 
may read in them every morning and 
evening in the week, and particularly 
on Sundays. They often pray for the 
hlessing of God to rest upon that ex- 
cellent society of benefactors of the 
human race, that their endeavours to 
spread the knowledge of the Word of 
{iod throughout the world may be 
crowned with increasing success for 
the salvation of many thousands. 
F. J. Muller, J. Lundberg, 
G. Sturman, J. EF. Knaus. 
From Nain, Sept. 12, 1819. 
Wiat shall we render to the Lord 
for all his benefits, bestowed upon us, 
both as a family of unworthy servants 
and handmaids in His house, and as In- 
dividual members of His Church, du- 
ring the year past. He has done for 
is above all that we can ask or think, 
or are worthy to recetve. We have 
just now had another proof of his mer- 
ey, in conducting the new ship, with 
brother Martin and_ his wife, Sister 
Henriette Gorceke, and the Brethren 
Mentzel and Henn safe to our shores, 
after a long and perilous voyage. 
thus we experience from year to 
year, that He hears the prayers “offered 
up both by you and us, for the preser- 
vation of our aunual communications, 
and of the ship and the companies on 
hoard, passing to and fro, that His 
name and power may be known and 
macnied | in this instance also. 
We have in the year past, through 
the mercy of our Saviour, lived in love 
and peace, and made known the word 


of his death and atonement to old and 
young committed to our care, with His 
blessing upon our feeble testimony, 
In general we could rejoice over the 
state of heart of most of our people, 
and have, in many instances experi- 
enced, that the word of the Cross js 
strong and mighty, through God, to 
the pulling down the strong holds of 
satan, and to penetrate into and melt 
the most obdurate hearts. We adore 
the Lord in the dust for having glorifi- 
ed his saving name among our congre- 

gation, and granted us to know and ex- 
perience that He dwells and reigns 
among us. The attendance at chureh 
has been diligent, and without inter- 

ruption ; and we might here quote ma- 
py instances of the great blessing 
which accompanied the ministry of 
the word and sacraments, which we 
reserve for our diary. We often saw 
tears of gratitude and love to our Sav- 
jour, or of true repentance, flowing 
down the cheeks of the auditory. 

The schools were diligently attend- 
ed, and we were encouraged in this 
branch of our calling by perceiving 
that our scholars made good progress 
in learning to read, and that what they 
read proved a blessing to their souls. 
Six clildren have been baptized ; no 
adult was baptised last year, but three 
persons, baptized as children, were re- 
ceived into the congregation; three 
became communicants; three were ad- 
mitted candidates for baptism ; and 
three readmitted to the congregation. 
Two of our most esteemed communi- 
cants, Joseph and Moses, were taken 
from us. On the same day, and after 
an illness of only four-and-twenty 
hours, they both departed this life, dy- 
ing inthe Lord, to whom they were 
devoted in life. They were both 
chapel-servants, and we _ particularly 
regret the loss of Joseph, who render- 
ed the most essential services in the re- 
vision of the translation of the serip- 
tures, having also a very clear insight 
into the doctrine of the atonement, of 
the truth and power of which he had 
made full experience in his own heart. 
He therefore could express himselt 
with peculiar distinctness on many 
subjects, for which we found it difficult 
to use the right words. He likewise 
spoke to his countrymen in a very 
clear and impressive manner of Jesus, 
as the Saviour of sinners, and continu- 
ed to do so, till shortly before his 
death y 















From Hopedale, Sept. 26, 1819. 


Dearest Brethren,—Y our kind letter 
of May 28th strengthened and com- 
forted our hearts; encouraging us, 
with faith and patience to proceed in 
the strength of the Lord, to do the 
work committed untous. We return 
vou our best thanks for your letters, as 
they always prove a great refreshment 
to our souls. We agree with you, in 
all you say concerning the unmerited 
iove and favour, which the Lord has 
bestowed upon us and the small flock 
we serve at Hopedale. His patience 
and longsuffering were great towards 
us,and we have also this year expe- 
rienced it to be our salvation. Our 
dear Esquimaux feel the strong draw- 
ings of His grace, but not all of them 
have as yet learnt to know the inesti- 
mable value of heavenly treasures in 
Christ Jesus. Of some we must say, 
that though they would do good, evil 
is present with them. We therefore 
consider such a congregation as an 
hospital, under the care of the true 
Physician of the soul. He binds up 
the broken-hearted, heals the sick, and 
comforts and refreshes the poor and 
needy that cry unto Him for help. In 
many instances, we have seen with as- 
tonishment how powerfully and suc- 
cessfully the strength of the Lord and 
His Spirit opposes the work of satan, 
whenever he endeavours to seduce the 
poor Esquimaux to sin, They are 
convinced of their total depravity and 
helplessness, and that they are not able 
of themselves to do any thing that is 
good. Some of our young people in 
particular, have been deeply convinced 
ofsin. And are earnestly desirous of 
being saved through the power of the 
blood of Jesus. They are also awak- 
ened to attend to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts, and to have a 
Wish to be guided by it. 

One girl and six children have been 
baptized, and five persons were added 
to the candidates for baptism ; one be- 
same a partaker of the Lord’s Supper, 
and five departed this life. One of the 
latter Was a youth, who, standing ona 
piece of ice, was driven out to sea, and 
40 more heard of. 


Expenses of the Moravian Missions, 
and Sources of their Revenue. | 

The following letter to the congre- 

sations of the Waited Brethren, accom- 
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panied the statement of the Synodal 
Committee of the year 1818. 


Herrnhut, 4ugust 10, 1819. 


Dear BRECHREN AND SISTERS,— 
It appears from the statement of our 
accounts for 1818, that our expendi- 
ture has amounted to £7834: 18: 2. 
An increase in the disbursements of 
last year was occasioned by the estab- 
lishment ef the new settlement on the 
White River in South Africa, of a se- 
cond missionary station in St. Kitts, 
and of a fourth in Antigua. 

Ona calculation of the average ex- 
pense of our missionary establishments 
for the last ten years, the annual ex- 
penditure was £6846 : 13: 4, nor can 
we expect that the charges will be 
smaller in future, if the work is to be 
carried on to the same extent. 
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To raise so large a sum from year to 
year, is far beyond our own strength, 
for it appears, that for the last ten 
years the average annual contributions 
ofall our congregations was no more 
than £1230: 15: 4, a sum amount- 
ing scarcely to one fifth of whatis re- 
quisite, and not even sufficient to cov- 
er the expence of the maintenance of 
superannuated missionaries, resting In 
different congregations, and of the wid- 
ows and children of such, as have de- 
parted this life at their posts. 

On these considerations we cannot 
but be filled with astonishment and 
thankfulness, when we contemplate the 
mighty support granted unto us by that 
Lord, whose work it is, and to whom 
alone we ascribe its continuation and 
prosperity. He has again in the year 
past -sent us such an abundant supply, 
that we have been enabled to meet the 
greater part of the expence incurred. 
Yet you will see by the annexed state- 
ment, that our disbursements have ex- 
ceeded our receipts by £1323: 13: 7. 
Some annuities having lately become 
extinet, this deficiency is brought down 
to £810: 16: 3, which yet remains un. 
covered. 

The extraordinary help thus afford- 
ed has arisen from hence, that the 
Lord has stirred up many brethren and 
friends in other denominations, who 
honour his name and are desirous of 
spreading the gospel among the hea- 
then, to come to our assistance. This 
has been more particularly the case in 
England and Seotland, from whenes 
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we have received the most generous 
aid, by very hberal contributions from 
many individuals, associations, and so- 
cieties, who have kindly noticed, and 
taken share in, our labours. We are 
the more disposed to acknowledge this 
timely aid with the deepest gratitude, 
as those persons, who wish well to the 
cause of God on earth, have so many 
calls made upon them in their own 
connexions and from different quar- 
ters, that we should not be surprised, 
if they were to overlook our feeble at- 
tempts. We entreat the Lord to re- 
ward with his richest blessings these 
kind benefactors, and to grant them to 
rejoice with us at the suecess of all 
that great work which, with united ef- 
forts, and in his strength, we are anx- 
ious to promote. 

As to the internal state of our mis- 
sions, it is with humble gratitude that 
weare able to declare that the Lord 
has caused the Word of His Cross, 
preached by our brethren abroad, to 
be accompanied with power and the 
demonstration of His Spirit, and their 
testimony of His love to sinners, whom 
He calls to repentance and life, to be 
received by many for their eternal sal- 
vation. Through their ministry, He 
has again brought many souls from 
darkness to light, and from the power 
of satan to God. Those who had for- 
merly been led to the saving knowl- 
wdge of the gospel have been more 
firmly established in grace, and the 
work of sanctification has been promo- 
ted in them by the Holy Spirit. We 
may say ofa truth, that our congrega- 
tions, gathered from among the hea- 
then, have increased, both in number 
and grace. As to particular occurren- 
ces in our missionary establishments, 
we refer to the extensive reports cireu- 
lating in our congregations and among 
our friends, both in MSS. and print. 

The more we are convinced, both 
by the blessing of the Lord upon our 
poor exertions, and by the needful 
help He grants to enable us to proceed, 
that He ownsit as His work, so much 
the greater do we feel our obligations, 
as Well as our en :ouragements, to sup- 
port this branch of service committed 
unto us, both by fervent and persever- 
ing prayer, and by taking an active 
share in allits concerns, And we m: ‘'y 
sonfidently hope, that the Lord will 
not forsake us in any distress or per- 
plexity, into which we may be brought, 
hut waworthy as we know ourselves to 
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be of éngaging in His service, He will 
assuredly give us further proofs of His 
acceptance of our good-will. We 
commend ourselves to your remem. 
brance and prayers, that we may be 
supported in those duties, to which we 
are appointed, and remain, ever, you 
faithful and affectionate Brethren. 
(Signed) J. G. Cunow, 

G. M. ScuneEiper, 

L. W. Faspricivs. 


To the Religious Public, in behalf of 
the American Heathen, by the Com- 
mittee of Missions of the United For- 
eign Missionary Society. 


BretTuren Dearty BELoveED. 

WE are assured by predictions and 
prophecies without number, that “ in 
the last days the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established on 
the top of the mountains, and exalted 
above the hills, and that all nations 
shall flow unto it ;” that “ from the ri- 
sing of the sun tothe going down of the 
same,” the name of Jesus the Media- 
tor “shall be great among the Gen- 
tiles, and that in every place incense 
shall be offered unto his name, anda 
pure offering.” It is our lot to live in 
the period of the world emphatically 
called the last days, and it is our glory 
and joy to behold the rapid and lumin- 
ous fulfilment of the ancient predic- 
tions and promises. The word of Je- 
hovah, that blessed word which brings 
to ight immortality and life, has free 
course to the north, and the west, and 
the south, and the east. That snered 
volume, of which the Holy Ghost I» 
the Author, and which through his 
sanctifying unction, qualifies for glory, 
and honour, and immortalily in the 
end, has, within the lapse of a few 
years, been translated into hundreds of 
languages in which it was formerly un- 
known; and is now in the possessio! 
of thousands and millioas who had nei- 
ther handled, nor seen, nor read this 
word of truth, this charter of the sin 
ner’s hopes. How rapidly also have 
the triumphs of the cross been recent 
ly multiplied in various parts of the 
world ? In contemplating the heathen 
in various sections of our own cont: 
nent, who are called to the fellowship 0! 
the Saviour’s grace, and the different 
regions of Asia, and Africa, and Eu: 
rope, and the islands of different 
oceans, we are constrained to exclaim 











«“ Who are these that fly as a cloud ?” 
But, brethren in the Lord, we need not 
inform you, that all which has yet been 
effected for the conversion of the na- 
tions is little more than the earnest of 
almost infinitely greater things, which 
must yet be accomplished before “all 
the ends of the earth shall see the sal- 
vation of our God.” And is it not our 
duty, is it not our privilege, is it not 
our highest glory, to co-operate in ad- 
vancing this most henevolent, this most 
magnificent design? But it is unne- 
cessary for us to propose this inquiry. 
You have already evinced your attach- 
ment to the Redeemer’s cause, and 
your willingness to spend in promoting 
it. ‘The prayers which you offer up in 
your families, day after day, that his 
tingdom may come ; the supplications 
which you present in the sanctuary, 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, that his way 
may be known wn the earth ; the peti- 
tions which you present in concert, 
month after month, and more espe- 
cially that devotion of a portion of 
your secular substance, which you fre- 
quently make for the distribution of 
the written word, and the support of 
missions, are a public and convincing 
proof of the solicitude which you feel 
for the advancement of his cause in 
the earth. 

Nearly a year has now elapsed since 
a mission family was sent to a tribe of 
Indians, residing in the interior of our 
continent, and our souls are refreshed 
at the recollection of the christian ar- 
dour which was manifested on that oc- 
casion. Your warmest sensibilities 
were excited, your individual and uni- 
ted prayers for their prosperity were 
offered up, and a liberality, honourable 
to the Christian character, appeared, 
in providing whatever might conduce 
to their comfort. The 1ich seemed 
ready to contribute of their abundance, 
and the widow to throw in her mite.— 
The inhabitants of the city, and the vil- 
lage, and the country town, were equal- 
ly cordial in giving to these messengers 
of the churches the right hand of fellow- 
ship, in opening to them the hospitable 
door, in cherishing them with their con- 
versation, and in following them with 
Wishes and prayers for their success. 
Another opportunity is now presented 
for the renewed exercise and exhibi- 
tion of the same christian benevolence 
and zeal. A call to come over for their 
help, like that from Macedonia to the 
Apostle, has since reached us from an- 
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other tribe of our savages, still more 
remote in the American desert, and we 
are pledged, through the organ of our 
Society, to send them relief. For this 
purpose we have resolved, with depen- 
dence on the great Head of the 
Church, to collect and organize anoth= 
er Mission family in the City of New- 
York about the 20th of February next. 
We have also resolved that this family 
shall consist of nearly thirty members, 
and already more than one hundred 
persons, male and female, have volun- 
teered to leave their kindred, and na- 
tive region, and the pleasures of social 
life, that they may testify to the long 
neglected inhabitants of our western 
wilderness the gospel of the grace of 
God. Thus no sooner was the stand- 
ard lifted up, than the ranks were filled 
with a soldiery ready to march forth 
under the auspices of the Captain of 
Salvation and of this Society. Hither- 
to hath Jehovah smiled, and to vou, 
Sisters and Brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly hope, we gow look for the 
means of their support, and we should 
conceal our own convictions, did we 
not assert that we are persuaded we 
shall not look for your aid in vain. 
Another year of your period for la- 
bouring has elapsed, and the solemn 
moment is much nearer when the ac- 
count of your stewardship will be re- 
quired ; mercies without number, du- 
ring that period, have crowned your 
condition, and therefore we hope and 
believe, that you will be equally 
prompt in regarding the call of your 
Master, and of this Board. ‘That Sav- 
iour, who spared not himself in our 
cause ; who redeemed us to God by his 
own blood, is now looking down from 
his Throne in the expectation that each 
professed disciple will be cheerful in 
the performance of his duty. Come 
forward with us, then, and let us make 
another effort to obtain for him a 
greater portion of the Heathen as his 
inhertiance, and another region of the 
Earth for his possession. 

In furnishing this Mission family, 
which is designed to convey to the 
Heathen not merely the means of Sal- 
vation, but the arts of civilized life, all 
the implements of agriculture will be 
required, axes, hammers, hoes, &c. 

In furnishing this family, the various 
articles of bedding, clothing, &c. will 
be required, and for this supply we 
must depend principally on the exer- 
tions of benevolent females in om 
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Churches. We trust, therefore, that 
Mothers and Sisters in our Israel, both 
in the city and country, will come for- 
ward immediately and ardently to the 
help of the Lord in this labour of love. 
In furnishing a Mission family, on a 
plan so extensive as is contemplated 
by the Board, money to a very con- 
siderable amount will also be indispen- 
sably requisite for their outfit, for de- 
fraying their expenses in travelling, 
and for procuring the necessaries of 
life after they have reached their place 
of destination. For this supply we 
depend on the munificence of those 
with whom the God of Providence 
has intrusted, in the riches of his Boun- 
ty, the wealth of this world. 
By order of the Committee, 
Puitie MiLLeEDOLER, 
ALEXR. Prouprit, 
GARDINER SPRING. 
New- York, Jan. 4, 1821. 


Mr. Samuet Newron, of Wood- 
bridge, in this vicinity, is, with his fami- 
ly, devoted to the Mission noticed 
above, and he is authorized by the 
Committee of Missions of the United 
Foreign Missionary Society to solicit 
donations for this new establishment.— 
Donations can also be left with Sam’x. 
J. Hircucock, Esq. who is an agent of 
the Un. For. Miss. Society. 


SUMMARY. 


From the fourth annual report of the 
Directors of the New-York Evangelical 
Missionary Society, read at the anniversa- 
ry meeting, Dec. 6, 1820, it appears that 
the Rev. Charles S. Robinson has labored 
during a part of the year in Missouri and 
Illinois; the Rev. John F. Bliss, the Rev. 
Silas Pratt, and the Rev. Calvin Colton 
have been employed in the western part 
of the state of New-York, and have been, 
in a good degree successful.—In the city 
of New-York, the Rev. Elihu W. Bald- 
win has labored at Corlear’s-Hook, where 
a congregation has been collected; a 
church, now consisting of 91 members, 
formed ; anda house of worship erected. 
Mr. Baldwin states,“Lhave regularly main- 
tained three services on the Lord’s day, 
and in general two lectures during the 
week; besides conducting stated meet- 
ings fer prayer, visiting the sick, attend- 
ing funerals, and devoting a large portion 
of my time to family instruction. I wish 
I could add, that we have observed 
Christ's special presence, and the reviving 
influences of the Holy Spirit, evidently 
pervading our frequent assemblies. Many 


of them have, indeed. proved occasions 
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of joy, and, it is believed, of spiritual re. 
freshing to the people of God. Some ip. 
stances also of religious concern and ap. 
parent conversion have been witnessed. 
and, from present appearances, we are en 
couraged to hope that God has not with. 
drawn from us his Holy Spirit. Consider. 
able attention has been paid to the instruc. 
tion of children, particularly those of the 
church and congregation. 

‘¢ We have also connected with the 
congregation two Sabbath-Schools, both 
at present very flourishing, which are 
principally under the direction of person: 
professing godliness. In short, it is mani- 
fest, that the best of causes is rapidly gain- 
ing ground in this section of the city — 
When Lreflect on its neglected and fear. 
ful situation three years since, and consid. 
er the steps by which the hope expressed 
in the first annual report of your society 
respecting it, has been realized, I am fore- 
ed to exclaim, ‘ What hath God wrought" 
He has evidently followed our feeble and 
unworthy exertions with his gracious 
smiles. The gospel standard is now fair- 
ly erected in this neighborhood : the house 
of God, just completed, will, by the or- 
dinary blessing of Providence, soon be 
filled with worshippers. An association 
of christians is formed, which may be ex- 
pected to increase in number and in fer- 
vour, and prove a rich blessing to future 
generations. O! who that has been per. 
mitted to contribute in any degree to pro 
duce this cheering result, will not bless 
God tor the privilege of doing it’ Yes, if 
shall be known and mentioned with boly 
gratitude for generations to come, that the 
seventh Presbyterian Church owed its e1- 
istence, under God, to the christian chari- 
ty of your benevolent association.” 

Officers elected — Mr. Eveazar Lory 
President ; Pela‘iah Perit, First Vice-Pre*- 
ident; Oliver Wilcox, Second ditto; 1 
fred De Foresi, Third ditto ; Rev. Gardine 
Spring, D.D. Corresp. See’ry ; Mr. 5fe- 
phen Lockwood, Recording See’ry ; Thom 
as Webster, Treasurer; John West, Cierk 
Managers, Rev. Samuel H. Cox, Elihu VV. 
Baldwin, Mr. Horace W. Bulkley, Abijali 
Fisher, Simeon Hyde, Dv. James C. Bliss, 
Mr. Heman Averell, William Luysler, A 
son G. Phelps, William Couch, Horace Ho! 
den, Moses Allen, George M. Tracy. 


Through the liberality of benevolent in- 
dividuals, the New-England Tract Society 
are enabled to proceed in printing new 
tracts. Twelve new tracts are now I 
press, and will be ready for delivery soon. 
If the means eau be obtained, a whole vol- 
ume of new tracts will be printed before 
the next annual meeting. The five vol- 
umes which have been printed, and the 
new tracts as they come out, may all be 
obtained at the general depository. 

/ndorer, Dec. 27, 1820. 
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The Education Society of West Ten- 
jessee, have now under their care seven 
students, designed for the ministry, who 
are supported by the exertions of the so- 
ciety ; and more are shortly expected — 
Chey are in different stages of education, 
and promise eventually to be a blessing to 
the church. 

If societies in different churches or 
neighborhoods should be formed, whose 
‘unds should be placed at the discretion of 
the Executive Committee of the Educa- 
tion Society of West Tennessee, and thus 
be auxiliary to usin this design of educa- 
ting the poor and pious; or should dona- 
tions be forwarded to us by the benevo- 
lent and liberal, might it not be lending to 
the Lordin a way which he would repay 
with interest ? Such funds would be grate- 
fully received, and accounted for by the 
Society, if directed to any of its officers— 
either to the Rev. Duncan Brown, Chair- 
man, or Rev. Dr. Gideon Blackburn, Treas- 
urer.—W. Rec. 


The nember of Methodists has been 
stated as follows :—Under the care of the 
British and Irish Conferences, 242,459 ; 
under the care of the American Confer- 
ences, 260,290. Total, 502,749. 


A female Charitable Society has been 
formed at Lexington, Ken. for the educa- 
tion of indigent and pious young men for 
the ministry. 


A Presbyterian Synod has existed for 
some time in West Tennessee, and the 
southwestern counties of Kentucky, not 
in connexion with the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church—it is compo- 
sed of four Presbyteries, in which, says 
their last report, (October) “ religion is in 
amore flourishing state than it ever has 
deen since the first constitution of their 
church. Intwo Presbyteries it is stated 
that there have been 1000 conversions 
2ach-—in another, 773, in another 65.-—Rec. 


A female society has been formed in 
Philadelphia, entitled the ‘Union Society 
for the Osage mission.” The object of 
the society is “ to provide clothing for the 
Indian children, connected with the O- 
sage Mission at Union.” Four hundred 
and fifty garments are already finished and 
are ready fortransportation. The officers 
of the society are ; 

Miss Martha Engles, Directress, 

Miss Martha Tabelle, Treasurer, 

Miss Mary J. Macpherson, Rec. Sec. 

Mrs. Ann Booth, Cor. Secretary, 

Mrs. Susan Negis, Miss Mary Linnard, 
Miss 1. Johnson, Miss Jane L. Berry, Miss 


Julia Leiper, Miss Eliza Stewart, Mana- 
gers. 


A correspondent in N. Carolina writes ; 

“The Synod of North-Carolina met at 
Poplar-Tent Church, Oct. Sth, and was 
‘Nn session until the 9th. 
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The Presbyterian Missionary Society of 
North Carolina, was in session during the 
same period, at the same place. 

Many pleasing exhibitions of brotherly 
love were witnessed, and much that should 
have arrested the eye of christian benev- 
olence. But nothing appeared more nov- 
el, and nothing more interesting than a 
personage who associated with the minis- 
ters of our Lord. There was a man 
among them whose presence would once 
have excited very different emotions. It 
was John Arch, a converted savage. He 
is a Cherokee by birth. He was born 
and raised on the mountains near 
the confines of South-Carolina.—Hear- 
ing while at Knoxville of the school 
at Brainerd, he went home, and travelled 
with his gun to theplace. He told the 
missionaries he had come to learn, and of- 
fered his gun for clothes. He was accept- 
ed. Soon he was discovered to be under 
serious convictions which terminated, as is 
hoped, in his conversion. 

The appearance of this brother in 
Christ, was truly calculated to excite the 
feelings of the christian. To behold him, 
who in other times, would have delighted 
to brandish the tomahawk, or scalp the in- 
fant, now uniting with christians in the 
worship of God ; commemorating bis Re- 
deemers love; and pondering with de- 
light over deliberations relative to the ex- 
tension and prosperity of Zion, was de- 
lightful indeed. <¢ Many shall come from 
the east and from the west and shall set 
down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven.” By the liberali- 
ty of a number of individuals he was con- 


stituted a member of the Union Foreign . 


Missionary Society. 

The fact being announced to him by the 
president of the N. C. Missionary Society, 
he arose and decently addressed the so- 
ciety, to the tollowing purport: 

‘I thank you gentlemen for your good- 
nessto me. I thank my God for putting 
it into your hearts todo so. And I hope 
your pious liberality and exertions will be 
extended to my nation.” 

When he rose to speak an attention of 
unprecedented solemnity marked every 
auditor. His looks, his language and his 
request, might have moved any heart 
Surely, if departed saints revisit our earth, 
the shades of a Buchanan, a Brainerd, a 
Newel, a Mills and an Obookiah hovered 
over this moving spectacle with heavenly 
complacency.” 


Missionary societies have been establish- 
ed in the island of St. Christopher, and 


Nevis. 
ET 





For the Christian Spectator. 


REVIVAL IN NEW-HAVEN. 


The year 1820 commenced without any 
indication of unusual interest on the sub- 
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ject of religion, except that several young 
men, members of the congregational 
churches, by mutual agreement—requested 
their Pastors to attend a Sabbath evening 
conference. ‘The request was joyfully 
complied with, and hailed as the harbinger 
of greater good. This meeting was contin- 
ued without interruption, in a place provi- 
ded for the purpose, and capable of ac- 
commodating not less than 300 persons. 
The room was always crowded, and from 
the seriousness and solemnity which uni- 
formly pervaded the assembly, a stranger, 
appearing suddenly among them, would 
have thought that a revival of religion 
had already begun. Yet not more than 
two or three instances of special religious 
impression are known to bave existed for 
some time. Meetings for prayer were, as 
they bad previously been, frequent and nu- 
merous,---and characterized by fervency 
of spirit. The spring opened with these 
ag wy it ng no living breath 
rom the four winds seemed to breathe up- 
on the multitude of the slain 
ln April, several of the divinity students 
and charity scholars of Yale College man- 
ifested a deep interest to effect the institu- 
tion of a‘ biblical class.” They were ad- 
vised to proceed, and not at all discour- 
aged by the general indifference which ap- 
parently prevailed to subjects of the kind, 
succeeded in procuring a large number of 
subscribers to the proposed establishment. 
A class, whose written constitution has 
since been published, was formed,—con- 
“isting of youth of both the ordinary and 
the most respectable standing in the com- 
munity. The usual exercises were the re- 
citation of a portion of scripture—previ- 
ously given out, and a lesson in ‘¢ Perkins’ 
Catechism,”—enforced by explanations, 
addresses and prayers from the attending 
ministers. These occasions were always 
highly interesting to those who attended 
them. They excited not so much emotion 
as a spirit of enquiry after religious truth— 
accompanied, in some cases, with pecul- 
iar solicitude and solemnity. The scrip- 
tures were, in consequence, more fre- 
quently and diligently searched, and more 
uighly valued asthe only source of true 
wisdom. No method had ever been adopt- 
ed by us for the instraction of the yonng, 
which produced so much attention to the 
word of God. These recitations became, 
from week to week, more frequented, and 
the interest manifested in the subjects pre- 
sented, more deep and extended. This 
class, in consequence of the multiplicity 
of other religious meetings, has now been, 
for some time, discontinued,—but a large 
proportion of its members, we trust, are 
sitting as learners at the feet of Jesus, and 
training up for the enjoyment of his heav- 
enly presence. 
Early in July, the watchmen of the 
night, saw, or thought they saw, the dawn 
of day. There were certain appearances, 
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or, there was a certain aspect in the signs 
of the times, which, although not suff- 
ciently distinct and definite to be charac. 
terized, failed not toexcite attention and 
even toinspire hope. Nothing of this was 
commi nicated, but an appointment was 
announced publicly on the Sabbath, for 
those who were particularly desirous of 
being conversed with respecting their own 
salvation, to meet next day for the purpose. 
This notice was speedily noised abroad, 
and excited unusual interest and enquiry, 
as to the occasion of its being given. The 
meeting was accordingly looked for 
with anxiety, accompanied with many 
prayers. Atthe time specified, seventeen 
assembled,—several of whom were pro- 
fessors of religion—recovered from their 
declension and awakened to new life and 
vigour in the cause. The others came as 
enquiring sinners,—several of whom were 
under real conviction.of sin, and the rest 
in a state of solicitude on the subject. When 
the result of this meeting became known, 
the effect it produced on christians and on 
many of the unconverted, was immediate, 
sensible and important. It communicated 
an impulse like that of an electric stroke, 
to no small portion of the community. 
Abvut the same time, a few of the brethren 
met for free conversation and the mutual 
confession of their fauits. That week was 
one of fears and hopes, which had not 
been felt for a considerable number of 
years. There was evidently preparation 
making for an approaching change in the 
existing state of things. 

The next week thirty attended the anx- 
ious meeting. It was now evident that 
God had begun to revive his work; there 
were perceivable, though as it were in 
miniature, all the characteristics of a zen- 
uine revival of religion. The tidings 
spread and produced still greater effect 
Seventy assembled at the meeting for en- 
quiry the subsequent week, the week fol- 
lowing one hundred and twenty; the 
week after that one hundred and eighty ; 
and for two orthree of the succeeding 
weeks, from two hundred to two hundred 
and forty or fifty attended. These persons 
were not allunder deep conviction, or 
that extreme distress of mind which usnal- 
ly precedes the submission of the sinner to 
God,—-but they were all more or less anx- 
ious as to what they must do to be saved,— 
with the exception of those who had begun 
to hope in the mercy of God through 
Christ. 

These meetings were usually opened 
with a short address, after which all knelt 
and united in a short prayer. The ministers 
present then proceeded to converse with 
every individual, in alow tone of voice; 
so as not to interrupt each other, or break 
the solemn stillness of the scene. The 
meeting was then closed with suitable ex- 
hortation anda prayer. It is impossible to 
convey to those who have not witnessed 
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such an assembly, an adequaie idea of its 
impressive solemniiy. There was evi- 
dently much emotion, although no noise— 
there were many tears, although no out- 
breaking of the agony of the mind, save in 
the expressive look and the half-stifled sigh. 
To stand and attentively survey a multi- 
tude of immortal beings, convened for 
such a purpose—the salvation of the soul, 
—that for which the Lord of glory left 
heaven, and came down to earth,—was an 
almost overwhelming sight. We have nev- 
er beheld an assembly, the bare view of 
which was so affecting and solemn. The 
fascinations of sense, with all the glory of 
time seemed to fade away, and an ap- 
proaching eternity alone to occupy the 
thoughts. The effect was increased by 
the fact, that meetings were usually held 
the same evening for prayer—with special 
reference to the additional! effusions of the 
divine Spirit on this anxious assembly.— 
Meetings held from day to day, in private 
houses, consisting of trom eight to fifteen 
er twenty persons, proved highly useful in 
awakening the attention, as well as in 
deepening the impression of religious truti 
onthe mind. Both bave been signally 
blessed of God, and made the birth-place 
of many souls. One week in September, 
from twenty-five to thirty, it was judged, 
were hopefully converted. ‘The week fol- 
lowing only afew less; and, on one occa- 
sion, eight or nine were, in the compass of 
an hour, to human view, brought out of 
darkness into light. Our ordinary con- 
ferences, which were frequent, and beld 
in different places at the same time, were 
always crowded, and trom that which was 
the most public and general, hundreds 
have been obliged to return home for the 
want of room. 

The object, in speaking on these occa- 
sions, was not to address the passions,— 
but to impress the simple truth on the 
couscience ; to show staners, from the 
word of the living God, that they are 
guilty, condemned, lost, and must be mis- 
erable for ever without a change of heart, 
and that it is their duty immediately to 
submit to God, and become reconciled to 
him through the efficacy of atoning blood. 

Some weeks after the revival had com- 
menced, the Rev. Mr. Nettleton, provi- 
dentially directed, came and spent a num- 
ber of weeks, as an evangelist, among us. 
He was received with joy, and his labours 
were eminently blessed of the great 
Lord of the harvest Is it not important 
to the churches, that there be many men of 
this tried character to assist their wearied 
brethren, at such times? Several other 
ministers rendered seasonable and efficient 
aid. 

The brethren of our two churches have 
also, manifested a very becoming zeal and 
activity for the saivation of souls and the 
glory of God. They have come forward 
hke men sensible of their duty and desir- 
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ous to do it, and contributed much, very 
much, to relieve the Jabours and strength- 
en the hands of their pastors. Their con- 
ferences and prayer meetings, conducted 
altogether by themselves, have been impor 
tant auxiliaries to the great work carried on 
by the divine Spirit. This revival bas by no 
means, been confined to the denomina- 
tion with which we are officially connect- 
ed; but all the other denominations in the 
place have, more or less, experienced its 
benign and saving efficacy. Indeed, 
so great and extensive has been the effect 
produced, that the community at large 
wears the aspect of seriousness. 

This work begun among the young, and 
was for some time almost exclusively con- 
fined to those between twelve and twenty 
years oi age. But it now comprises ma- 
ny of maturer age, some quite advanced 
in years. There are those as young as nine 
or ten, who have, it is hoped, by regenera- 
tion, become children of God. 

Very few instances are known of those 
who, having been particularly anxious, 
have relapsed into a state of stupidity. 

‘There is, as has always been the case, a 
great variety in the former character and 
condition ef those who appear to have 
been awakened, convieted and converted. 
tlusbands and wives, in some instances, 
have been separated, in some they have 
both been taken, and together made to 
magnify the grace of God. The amiable, 
lovely, and accomplished youth, who once 
thought he wanted nothing new, has been 
distressed for sin, and made a subject of 
that holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord. The man proverbial for his 
honesty and morality,—-whose life for 
three-score years had been uniformly ex- 
emplary, bas been brought to feel that mo- 
rality could not save him, and made a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. The protane 
swearer has been struck dumb by a sense 
of guilt, and his oaths and curses given 
place to prayer and praise to God and the 
lamb. ‘The scoffer has been taught to ad- 
mire the grace he once despised, and the 
supercilious, sarcastic infidel prostrated at 
the foot of the cross, imploring mercy, as 
a ruined hell-deserving sinner. Where sin 
did abound, grace has much more abound- 
ed. 

We have made no calculation as to the 
exact number of this accession to the con- 
stantly accumulating hosts of the Lord.— 
About one hundred and eighty have been 
examined and propounded tothe two con- 
gregational churches in the city ; perhaps 
somewhat more than half of the whole 
number, who entertain a hope. Fiom fif- 
teen to twenty have recently been admit- 
ted into the church in Yale College. 

The number that remains to be added to 
the foregoing list, must depend on the co- 
piousness of the shawers of divine grace, 
that shall in the mean time descend. 

And blessed he Goad that bis comper- 
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sions toward us fail not! blessed be his 
holy name that we may still speak, not 
merely of what is past, but of that which 
is progressing. ‘This is the seventh month 
of the continuance of the work, and for 
aught that at present appears, it may be 
prolonged through as many suceessive 
years. ‘Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened that it cannot save ; neither his 
ear heavy that it cannot hear.” What be 
has done, if it do not serve as the pledge, 
may well encourage the hope, that he will 
do more. There is not indeed the same 
general excitement, nor the same degree 
of notoriety attached to the subject now, 
that there was during most of the month 
of September. But although the novelty 
of the thing is gone, its importance is still 
felt, and that with a deepening interest. 
Although the number of persons now 
awakened and bopefully converted, from 
week to week and day to day, is not so 
large as it was at that period, fresh instan- 
ces are still occurring, some of which are 
uncommonly illustrious displays of divine 
power and grace. ‘The progress of the re- 
vival remains the great and general sub- 
ject of enquiry and conversation. The 
attention to religious. meetings is undimin- 
ished. There is no abatement of the ani- 
mation, zeal atid activity of professing 
christians. And never among us was 


Jan. 


there such a spirit of prayer as at the pre. 
sent time. Samuel Merwin, 
Nath’l. W. Taylor. 
New- Haven, January 26th, 182). 


DONATIONS TO RELIGIOUS AND CHAR. 
ITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 


The Treasurer of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions acknowledges the receipt of 
$1148,66 from Nov. 2ist to Dec. 20th. 

The Treasurer of the American Bj- 
ble Society acknowledges the receipt 
of $5295,10 in the month of Decem. 
ber. ‘The issues from the Depository 
during the same period, were, Bibles 
1440; Testaments 717: value $1445,11. 
Presented to the Biblical Library, by 
Mrs. Harriet A. Tucker, of Danbury, 
Conn. a Duteh Bible, 12mo, printed at 
Dordrecht, 1720. By Divie Bethune, 
Esq. of New-York, a Latin Bible, folio, 
printed at Venice, 1476, thirty-six 
years after the invention of the art of 
printing. 

The Treasurer of the American Ed- 
ucation Society acknowledges the re. 
ceipt of $190,25 in the month of No- 
vember. 





Ordinations and Yustallations. 


Dec. 20th. At an ordination held by 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hosparr, at St. 
John’s Church, Yonkers, N. Y. the 
Rev. Joun Griaa, was admitted to the 
order of Priests. Sermon by the Rev. 
H. J. Feltus, Rector of St. Stephens, 
a. Be 

Dec 25th. The Rev. Samvet H. 
Cox, was installed, by the Presbytery 
of New-York, pastor of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Spring-street. Sermon 
by the Rev. Mr. Weed, of Jamaica, 
Lf. 

Dec. 25th. The Rev. Exinu W. 
BaLpwin, was installed, by the Pres- 
bytery of New-York, pastor of the 
seventh Presbyterian Church, situated 
at Corlear’s Hook. Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Goldsmith, of Newtown, 
KE... I. 

Jan. 3d. The Rev. Baxter Perry, 
was ordained pastor of the Congrega- 
tional Chureh and Society in Lyme, 
N. H. Sermon by the Rev Josiah 
Towne, of Hanover. 

Jan. 3d. The Rev. Davip Parker, 
was installed pastor of the Reformed 
Duteh Church, at Rhinebeck Flats, 


N.¥. Sermon by the Rev. Mr. De 
Witt, of Hopewell, N. Y. 

Jan. Sd. The Rev. E. L. Bascom 
was Installed pastor of the First Chureb 
and Society in Ashby, Mass. Sermon 
bythe Rev. Dr. Foster, of Brighton,Ms. 

Jan. 3d. The Rev. Messrs. Josep 
Brown, Reynoups Bascom, CuHa’s 
B. Svorrs, ExipHatetr Wuire, and 
EPraPHRAS GoopMAN, were ordained 
as Evangelists inthe Circular Church, 
Charveston, by the Congregational As 
sociation of South Carolina. 

Jan. 17th. The Rev. Sewaut Har- 
DING Was ordained pastor of the sec- 
ond Congregational Church and Soci- 
ety in Waltham, Ms. Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Ide, of Medway, Ms. The 
new meeting-house erected by this 
society, was dedicated to the worship 
of God on the same day, before the or- 
dination of Mr. Harding. 

Jan. 17th, The Rev. CuHarLes 
Brooks was ordained pastor of the 
third Congregational Society in Hing- 
ham. Ms, Sermon by the Rev. Dr. 
Ware, of Cambridge 
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UNITED SrATES. 


The Exports of the United States, 
for the year ending the 30th of Sept. 
last, were estimated as follows: 

Of Domestic Products, 51,683,640 

Foreign Products, 18,008,029 
Makiog a total of $69,691,669, accord- 
ing to custom-house valuation. 

The Dumestic Exports were com- 
posed of the following general 
amounts : 

Products of the Sea, 2,251,000 

Products of the Forest, 5,304,000 

Products of Agriculture, 41,485,000 

Products of Manufactures, 2,519,005 

Uncertain, 625,000 


By Official Documents laid before 
Congress, it appears that the amount 
of Drawbacks on merchandize export- 
ed during the years 1817, 1818 and 
1819, compared with the amount of 
Duties which accrued thereon respect- 
ively, was as shewn in the following 
abstract : 

Duties ac- Drawback 

cruing. payable. 
In the year 1817, 22,082,758 3,987,323 
Inthe year 1818, 25,832,685 3,543,938 
In the year 1819, 21,320,034 3,301,812 


A list of American claims on Spain, 
for spoliations, reported to the govern- 
ment May 12, 1820, amounted to 866 
in number—of which 18 were emphat- 
ically designated claims, and amount 
to $1,510,459—and 124, amounting to 
$5,519 150—leaving 744, the value of 
which could not be ascertained from 
the documents on file, but allowing the 
average of these to be the same, they 
amount to $38,926,224. 


The Sccretary of the Treasury of the 
U.S. has made three reports during 
the present session. The first, we 
have noticed in a former number; from 
the last, we make the following ex- 
tract : 

“ In obedience to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, of the 4th 
‘nst. instructing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to report to the House “a 
Statement of the money in the T'reasu- 
ry on the Istof January, 1821, together 
with a statement of the money in the 
hands of the Treasurer, as agent for 


the war and navy departments, on 
that day,” I have the honour to 
state, that there was in the treasury 
on that day the sum of $1,076,261 18, 
and in the hands of the treasurer, as 
agent for the war and navy depart- 
ment, the sum of $1,050,378 25, viz: 
for the war department, $251,373 29, 
and for the navy department, $799,004 
96. 

Of the sum of $1,076,271 18, in the 
treasury on the Ist of January, 1821, 
$500,000 were paid by the Bank of the 
United States, on the S0th of Decem- 
ber, i820, but which were payable on 
the Ist day of January thereafter, and 
were estimated in the receipts into the 
treasury for 1821. If this sum is de- 
ducted, the amount in the treasury on 
that day will be $576,271 18. If itis 
considered a part of the receipts of 
1820, the estimated receipts for 1821 
will be diminished by that amount. 
With this explanation, it will not be 
material whether it is placed to the 
credit of the one or the other year: 
the general result of the two years will 
be the same. 

The receipts of the 4th quarter, with 
the exception of payments made at 
Mobile and New-Orleans, in the two 
last weeks of December, 1820, and in 
the whole month at most of the land 
offices, are ascertained to be $4,045,585 
$9. In the annual Report, the receipts 
of the 4th quarter were estimated at 
$3,430,000 ; the actual receipts, there- 
fore, exceed those that were estimated, 
by $615,585 99, and by $115,585 99, if 
the payment made by the Bank on the 
30th of December be deducted from 
the receipts of 1820. 

If the sum of $615,585 99 be added 
to the sum of $5,417,830 83, which 
was stated in my letter of the 21st of 
December, 1820, to be the aggregate 
means of the 4th quarter of the year, 
the amount at the disposition of the 
treasury, in that quarter, will be aug- 
mented to $6,033,416 82 

[t is ascertained that the payments 
from the treasury, during that quarter, 
have amounted to $4,957,145 24, which 
being deducted from the estimated 
means of that quarter, will leave in the 
treasury, as already stated, on the Isé 
day ef Jannary. 1893. the snm of 
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$1,076,271 18. But, if the $500,000 
paid by the Bank, be deducted from 
the receipts of 1820, the balance in 
the treasury, on the Ist day of January, 
1821, wil) be, as has already been stat- 
ed $576.271 18. 

The demands upon the treasury dur- 
ing the year 1820, in order to complete 
the service ef that year, and to effect 
the objects for which the several ap- 
propriations were made, and which are 
not included in the foregoing sum of 
$4.957,145 24, amounts to $4,707,987 
96, VIZ: 

Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous, 
(being the difference between the sum) 
of $1,407,213 56, estimated to be paid 
in the fourth quarter, and the sum ac- 
tually paid,) $859,905 20 

Public debt 2,076,918 15 

War Department 665,164 61 

Navy Department 1,110,000 00 
Which Jeaves an excess of demand be- 
yond the money in the treasury, of 
$3,631,716 78, and of $4,131,716 78, 
if the payment made by the bank be 
deducted from the payments into the 
treasury in the year 1620. 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


The Bill of Pains and Penalties 
against the Queen of England, on the 
9th of Nov. passed to a second read- 
ing by a majority of 28, and on the 
10th, to a third reading by a majority 
of 9. Before the auestion was taken 
on the third reading of the bill, an at- 
tempt was made to expunge the di- 
vorce clause, but the motion for this 
purpose was lost by a majority of 67. 
As soon as the decision was made on 
the question for the third reading, Lord 
Dacre informed the Peers that he was 
intrusted with a petition from her ma- 
jesty, praying to be heard by counsel 
against the passing of the bill. The 
Ear! of Liverpool immediately rose, 
‘ and said that he apprehended sucha 
course would be rendered unnecessary 
by what he was about to state. He 
could not be ignorant of the state of 
public feeling with regard to this meas- 
ure, and it appeared to be the opinion 
of the House, that the bill should be 
read a third time only by a majority of 
9 votes. Had the third reading been 
carried by as considerable a number of 
Peers as the second, he and his noble 
colleagues would have felt it their duty 
to persevere with the bill, and have 
sent it down to the other branch of the 


legislature. In the present state of the 
country, however, and with the diyjs. 
ion of sentiment, so nearly balanced 
just evinced by their lordships, they 
had come to the determination not ty 
proceed further with it. It was his jn. 
tention, accordingly, to mave that the 
question —* that the bill do pass now,” 
be altered to “ this day SIX months.” 
The most vehement cheering took place q} 
this unexpected declaration.” 

The demonstrations of joy, in Lou. 
don and other places, at the termina. 
tion of the prosecution of the Queen, 
have been very great. In an answer to 
an application which the Queen afte; 
the conclusion of the trial, made, for 4 
residence and establishment suitable ty 
her rank, she has been informed tha: 
until a decision of Parliament in th 
case, the same allowance which she 
enjoys is all that can be allowed her. 
ana that *“ under all the circumstan- 
ces,” his majesty cannot assign a_pal- 
ace for her residence. In an annexed 
paper, Lord Liverpool! adds, “ that be 
thinks it material to observe, that this 
answer must not be understood as with- 
drawing the facilities which had been 
previously offered for procuring a resi- 
dence in London for the Queen.” 

Lord Erskine, whose sudden and 
alarming illness was noticed in our last 
number, was sufficiently recovered, be- 
fore the termination of the trial, to 
take a part in the debates. 


SPAIN. 

By a vote of the Cortes, the follow- 
ing property has been appropriated for 
the payment of the national debt. 

Ist. The property belonging to the 
temporalities of the Jesuits. 

2d. The property belonging to va- 
cant benefices, and such as shall be- 
come vacant, and of the chapters of 
the military orders. 

3d. The Royal Domains, or proper- 
ty belonging to the Crown, which are 
not necessary for the maintenance of 
the august personages of his Majesty 
and their Royal Highnesses. 

4th. The half of the public lands. 

5th. The estates of the late Duchess 


of Alva, and others that may revert to 


the nation. 

6th. The valley of Aicudia, belong: 
ing to the Prince of Peace. 

7th. The property and estates of the 
suppressed Monastic institutions, an 
of other livings that are sequestered. 

8th. The property belonging te the 
Inquisition. 
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9th. The Royal Factories of Cloth 
at Guadalajara, and Brihuega, of 
Chrystal and Glass at San Ildefonso, 
and of Silks at Talavera. 

10th. The public edifices in Madrid 
that are not considered necessary. 

The Cortes have determined en an 
adjournment, and have appointed an 
Extraordinary Junta, composed of 
four Evropeans and three Americans, 
to sit during their recess,—to watch 
over the execution of the laws, to re- 
port thereon to the Cortes, on their re- 
assembling; and toconvoke the Cortes 
should any extraordinary event render 


it necessary. 
Ne a) 





SUMMARY. 


A Bill for the relief of the family of 
the late Commodore Perry, has _pass- 
ed the House of Representatives of the 
United States,and been sent to the Sen- 
ate for concurrence. The bili allows 
$400 annually for his widow, during life, 
or until again married, and $150 for 
each of the children until they arrive 
to 21 years of age. 


The Convention which assembled in 
Boston for the purpose of revising the 
constitution of Massachusetts, adjourn- 
ed on the 9th instant. The amend- 
ments which were proposed by the 
convention to the people, are fourteen ; 
the vote on many of these in the con- 
vention, was unanimous, and little dif- 
ference of opinion existed on any of 
them, except that which relates to Har- 
vard College. On this amendment, 
the vote stood 197 to 61. 


J. B. Wixn, has been appointed 
chief agent of the Government, on the 
coast of Africa. 


_ A vessel has been chartered at Nor- 
tolk,,to take out supplies for the Afri- 
can colony.—She will take out several 
intelligent free coloured people, and 34 
blacks taken froma slave vessel. 
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In the City of Washington during 
the past season, there have been erec- 
ted 68 brick and 45 wooden hotises—-a 
Presbyterian Church, City Hall, Ma- 
sonic Hall, &c. The last valuation of 
real and personal property was 
$6,403,125. 


In New-Hampshire, the expenditure 
for the support of paupers during the 
year 1820, was nearly $100,000. In 
1200, the expenditure was 17,000 ; in 
1819, $30,000. 


There are 13,000 paupers in the city 
of New-York. The annual expense of 
supporting them is about $250,000. It 
is stated that * the number of children 
who attend our common schools are 
estimated at 5000, and those who at- 
tend the Sunday Schools at 6600.— 
The number of children who are grow- 
ing up in ignorance were calculated to 
be 8000, and the number of families. 
who attend to no regular religious wor- 
ship from 6000 to 7000.’ 


From a document introduced into the 
British House of Commons, it appears 
that ‘14,000 persons were supported by 
parish rates in the town of Liverpool, 
to pay which there were about 20,006 
individuals. Of the last number, 7006 
were unable to pay the whole of their 
annual rates, so that the 14,000 pau- 
pers might be said to be supported by 
13,000 persons. The whole popula- 
tion of Liverpool is 110.000. The pe- 
tition attributes the loss of their trade 
to the circumstance of the great num- 
ber of paupers. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, contains 9,732 in- 
habitants, of which 135 ar’ people of 
colour. The population in 1805 was 
500 ; and in 1810, 2540. 


Petersburg, Vir. contains 6328 in- 
habitants. Increase in 10 years, 666. 
The present number of white inhabit- 
ants 13 3117, 





@Obituarp. 


To the Editor of the Christian Spectator. 
SIR, 

Although it is tobe lamented, that so 
many eulogize those departed friends, 
whom we ought by no means to con- 
sider as bright examples of every 
Christian virtue ; yet, this should not 





prevent us from giving the memorials 
of those, who have been extensively 
useful in the church, and whose feith 
and example we should follow. To 
the living we owe it, that we present 
biographical sketches of those, who, 
through a long life, have “ adorned the 
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doctrine of God our Saviour.” and by 

a triumphant death, have given testi- 
mony to the value of the Gospel. 

It is with the view of encouraging 
christians, to make sacrifices for Christ, 
and to live “ by the faith of the Son of 
God ;” that I send you a few remarks 
upon the life and death of Mrs. Han- 
NAH Hatt, the widow of the late Rev. 
Aaron Hall, of Keene, N. H. 

Her early life was spent in Walling- 
ford, Conn. and after her first mar- 
riage, in Cheshire of the same State. 
in the morning of her days, she devo- 
ted herself and her all to Christ, and 
bound herself to him in an everlasting 
covenant, which, during her life, was 
never forgotten. So cheerful and hap- 
py, so exemplary and devoted did she 
appear, in the early years of her chris- 
tian course, that even children often de- 
clared, that “ they wished they could 
be as good, as kind, and as happy” as 
she always appeared. 

During about thirty years she was a 
member of the church in Keene, “a 

attern to all the flock,” over which 
her husband “ was overseer.” Him 
she encouraged and assisted in his ar- 
duous work. The sick, she visited, 
warned, instructed, and attempted to 
relieve. The mourner, she endeavour- 
ed to console and comfort, by pointing 
out the consolations which faith can 
draw from the religion of Jesus. To 
the poor she distributed liberally of her 
substance, and never sent them empty 
away. She was a woman of prayer. 
For the effusion of the Spirit, upon the 
church and congregation to which she 
belonged, she daily wrestled with God. 
For the success of missions, schools, 
Bible and Tract societies, she prayed 
in faith, adding her charities abundant- 
ly for their aid. A very large portion 
of her income in the fast years of her 
life, she devoted to the Lord; and she 
appropriated her charities without os- 
tentation. She did not, however, hide 
her light, where any could be encoura- 
ged to follow her example ; but she 
was an active and useful member of 
praying societies, and of societies for 
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the propagation of the Gospel in this 
country and among the Heathen. Foy 
the outeasts of Israel, “ the seed of 
Abraham,” she felt a deep solicitude : 
and she presided over a society of fifty 
members, for the spreading of chris. 
tianity among them. Her last work 
was devoted to charitable uses for the 
aid of the missions and schools at El. 
liot. 

Her religious views and sentiments 
were those of the Fathers of New-Eng- 
land; and with earnestness and energy 
she defended them whenever assailed. 
The great doctrines of the Reforma. 
tion were her “ hope and refuge” in 
health, her consolation in affliction, and 
her support in the final conflict.  Al- 
though she was endeavouring constant- 
ly to “ persevere in the ways of well. 
doing and righteousness,” she always 
expected to be saved as a lost sinner, 
through the atonement, and interces- 
sion of the Redeemer. 

During her last sickness, which was 
short and severe, she manifested unsha- 
ken fortitude, and undeviating confi 
dence in Jehovah. In the sharpest 
paroxysms of her distress, she could 
say “ Let God do what he will!” “I 
am nué'afraid to resign myself to his 
disposal.” “ Heis my refuge and my 
strength, whom should I fear?” “ He 
is the pavillior in which I can hide.” 

Being asked if she saw reason to 
abandon any of her former religious 
views, she said; “ Those doctrines 
which [ have long professed to believe. 
are what alone support me, and I think 
they are those only that can give the 
trembling, dying sinner, consolation ip 
this trying moment.” _«] expect to be 
saved oniy through Jesus Christ, and 
he will support me through the dark 
valley of death.” On the evening of 
the 15th of December last, she Tell 
asleep in Jesus, and her record is on 
High. 

Where she was known, her life was 
her eulogy. Where she was not known. 
may these few remarks make her mem- 
ory dear, by exciting christians to imi- 
tate her example. K. B. A 
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Aprius; H.; N.; 
tures have been received. 


Anti-Censor, and some communications without sigua- 


We regret that we could not furnish our readers with a Memoir of the Rev. 


Mr. Ingersoll in the present number. 





